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Abbey, Anoint, Anthem, Archbishop, Carriage, Ceremony, Chair, 
Conation, Crown, King, Majesty, Mantle, Monarch, Music, Oath, Oil, 
Orb, Pageantry, ueen, Regalia, Robe, Royal, Sceptre, Service, St 
Edwards, Throne, Westminster 



  

It is important that we find a posture that works for us, when we pray. 

Why then, in the past, did so many people pray while kneeling down, with 

their hands held together? 

 The practice started in medieval times. At that time, society was 

highly organised in terms of social status, with the king at the very top 

and serfs at the bottom. Everyone had to know their place.  

 One of the ways in which this feudal society maintained this pyramid 

was a simple display of status known as ‘homage’. For example, a 

peasant paid homage to a local baron; barons paid homage to their 

overlord; and lords paid homage to the king at the top. 

 The process of homage was simple. The person of lower status knelt 

before the person of higher status. While kneeling, he placed his hands 

together in front of his face. His overlord stood or sat before him while 

placing his own hands over the hands of the underling. Public promises 

then cemented the bond, and were ratified with a series of prayers, 

usually with a priest present.  

 In the same way, when we come before God, we acknowledge that 

He is vastly greater than we are. In effect, we  

pay homage and renew our relationship.  

We do so kneeling before him, with  

our hands held together  

and outstretched in 

front of us. 
  

  

 

A duke pays homage to King George VI immediately after his coronation in  

Westminster Abbey on 12 May 1937.  

All the classic elements appear here: posture, bishops overseeing the ceremony to 
represent God, and the newly-crowned king being flanked by his bishops and dukes 
to emphasise his right to receive homage. 



  

 

 

 



  

The centrepiece of the Coronation is the investiture, which ends with 
the King being crowned with St Edward's Crown.  
 The crown is named after Edward the Confessor. It was regarded as 
a holy relic and kept at Edward's burial place in Westminster Abbey.  
 Versions of this crown have been used at the coronation of every 
English and British monarch since the thirteenth century, though the 
first time a crown used during a coronation was described as  
‘St Edward's’ appears in 1220 and concerns the crowning of King 
Henry III.  
 Soon after the English Civil War, Cromwell melted down or sold the 
Crown Jewels when Parliament abolished the monarchy in 1649, so 
the current crown is a replica. It follows detailed drawings of the 
original, and was made for Charles II in 1661.  

 

St Edward’s crown with the orb and sceptre lie on the coffin of  
H M Queen Elizabeth II in Westminster Hall in 2022.  

The Coronation service used for King Charles III follows directly from that of 
King Edgar at Bath in 973.  

King Edgar’s service was conducted in Latin. The first coronation conducted in 
English was that of Elizabeth I. 

The person responsible for organising a Coronation is the Earl Marshal. This role 
is hereditary and, since 1386, is always done by The Duke of Norfolk.  

Since the Norman Conquest of 1066, the service is always conducted by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.  

The King is crowned while sitting on St Edward's Chair, which was made in 
1300 for King Edward I and has been used at every Coronation since.  

Since the Restoration of the monarchy under Charles II, the monarch is  
accompanied throughout the entire service by the Bishop of Durham and the 
Bishop of Bath and Wells.  

The service falls into six parts: the recognition, the oath, the anointing, the 
investiture (which includes the crowning), the enthronement, and the homage.  

The actual crowning occurs near the end of the investiture—this last word 
means the formal ‘clothing’ of a person. During this clothing ceremony, the 
King first puts on a linen garment, then a cloth-of-gold robe called a ‘dalmatic’. 
The Lord Great Chamberlain presents him with a pair of golden spurs (as a 
symbol of chivalry), then the Archbishop of Canterbury presents him with a 
jewelled sword and armills (golden bracelets of sincerity and wisdom). The 
King then puts on a stole and the Robe Royal made of cloth-of-gold. He then 
receives the orb, coronation ring, glove, and finally the sceptre. Lastly, he is 
crowned.  

The investiture of  
Queen Elizabeth II 
In 1953  



  

 

 

 



  

The Virgin Mary is 
often shown with a 

circle of twelve stars 
around her head or 

with a halo incorpor-
ating stars. This image 
comes from a descrip-
tion in Revelation 12:1 

‘There appeared in 
heaven a woman … 

and upon her head a 
crown of twelve stars.’ 

Very often, Jesus is 
shown with his halo 
‘quartered’, that is, 
with a cross positioned  
behind his head. The 
cross may be upright 
as here but not always. 
No one else is ever 
shown this way.  
This example may be 
found in St Barnabas 
Church, Clarksfield.  

A modern image of  
St Anne Line, one of 

the martyrs of the 
Reformation. Here, her 
head has been painted 
at the centre of a large 

gold-coloured halo that 
is perfectly circular.  

As usual, the halo is 
light to suggest the 

light of heaven flowing 
through her.  



  

St Edward’s crown is named after Edward the Confessor who was king 
between 1042 and 1066. His Great Seal appear below.  
 The Great Seal is a bit like a signature. When a King or Queen signs 
an important document, they put a blob of hot sealing wax on it, then 
press into it a design from a special metal object known as a ‘seal’.  
 King Edward the Confessor’s Great Seal was  
always attached to his finger as part of a ring.  
The old-fashioned phrase for a ring with  
a seal is ’signet ring’ from which we get  
the modern word ‘signature’.  
 That is why, King Charles will be  
given a special ‘Coronation ring’.  

 

The orb is a golden, jewel-
covered ball, with a cross on 
top. It was designed in 1661 for 
King Charles II and is a symbol 
that the King’s power comes 
from God. 
 The orb will be given to the 
King near the end of the 
coronation ceremony. He will 
hold it in his right hand before 
putting it on the altar (he will 
then hold the two sceptres). It's 
only then that the crown is 
placed on his head.  
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