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Dear lovely people

;;' S@mwn@n S AT OUR CHURCHIES

# Sunday 9:30 am Worship at St Barnabas

The traditional children’s nativity contains a number of
.| inaccuracies, for the sake of telling the story. The annun-

Sivan Sunday 11:00 am Worship at Holy Trinity | ciation, the birth of Jesus, and the visits of the shepherds
1 . e T s 'y and three kings all apparently happen within a few days

“r 8 Last Sunday all age worship of each other! In Janua lebrate Epiph hich i
e : ! ry we celebrate Epiphany, which is
Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Stuqy a_t St Barnabas about the visit of the Magi after Christmas. The story can
Led by Robin Wilding be found in Matthew 2, where we find that there were
Wednesday 7:00pm Worship on Wednesday not, in fact, three Wise Men, but simply ‘Magi from the
(WOW) at Holy Trinity East’. There were three gifts, but an indeterminate num-
N (not last Weds. of month) ¢ ber of people. And the Magi did not arrive hotfoot behind

the shepherds but up to two years later. How do we know
this? Because Herod slaughtered all the baby boys two *
years old or less, from the time the star appeared in the

! sky.

! PEORLE AT OUR CHURCHES

Vicar post vacant

So the visit of the Magi was a mixed blessing. It gave great
respect and value to the birth of the new King, yet result-
ed in a terrible atrocity with an outpouring of grief and
anguish. The coming of Jesus still acts in that way today.
People who recognise who he is (have an epiphany!) are
enlightened, saved, redeemed and restored. But those
who have their own agendas or status to maintain see his
worship as a threat and do their best to eradicate it, by
killing and persecuting his followers. This is not unex-
pected: Jesus told us, “Everyone will hate you because of
me. But not a hair of your head will perish. Stand firm,
and you will win life.” (Luke 21:17-19)
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HT Church Secretary  Zoe Liles 07765963899
Community Worker MaryAnne Oduntan 07492 849158
Treasurer & Gift-Aid  Mrs Vicky Heaton 07906 077058
HT Parish Hall Manager Daniel Reilly 07788 860764
StB Centre Manager MaryAnne Oduntan 07492 849158

As we look forward to a new year, it may bring joy or
tribulation, or both. Jesus will be with us through it all L &=
- and bring us, safe at last, to his heavenly Kingdom. ol

To sign up for the magazine online, or to send contributions, ol a "
please email Sarah Wilding at sarah.churchmag@gmail.com l

Sarah W




Filblereaclingsitramnuany

Sunday 4 January Sunday 11 January EW
Epiphany Baptism of Christ |

First: Isaiah 60:1-6 First: Isaiah 42:1-9

Second: Ephesians 3:1-12 Second: Acts 10:34-43 o

Gospel: John 1:29-34 Gospel: Matthew 3:13-end me {E[h]@ @huﬂmh @[m(d] [@@[ﬂ]g[h]

Sunday 18 January Sunday 25 January

Epiphany 2 Conversion of Paul Interviews _ _

First: Isaiah 49:1-7 First: Jeremiah 1:4-10 The interviews for the post of Vicar (as long as there are candi-

Second: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 Second: Acts 9:1-22 dates) will take place on January 26. Pray for great discernment

Gospel: John 1:29-42 Gospel: Matthew 19:27-end for the interview panel, that they may see clearly who God is
calling here. The panel is: Bishop Mark, Archdeacon Karen, Area

Preachers: Daniel Ramble, Robin, Bishop David, Sarah Dean Daniel, Crown Representative Helen, John and Val for Holy

Trinity, and Pete and Sarah W for St Barnabas. Not intimidating

GhurchlDiany, atall

Christmas Fayre
Services will be at the usual times unless otherwise stated. The Barnabas Thrive! Christmas Fayre was sadly not very well
attended, but did manage to raise £4o0.
Wednesday 31 December: Masquerade Ball; 7:30pm at Waterhead Parish
Centre, tickets £10 for adults, £5 for children. W ;_)%
Sunday 4 January: Covenant Services

éé

Monday 26 January: Interviews for post of Vicar.
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SociallMedialStudies;

This project started from my own journey. As an immigrant from Afri-
ca, [ realised that much of what I had been taught about Scripture was
not accurate. Meeting Robin, whose teaching has been incredibly in-
spiring, opened my eyes to the depth and truth of God’s Word. I want-
ed to share this same teaching with others so they could unlearn mis-
conceptions and experience Scripture in the right way.

We've created social media spaces to connect with believers around
the world. On TikTok, we post videos of me asking Scripture ques-
tions from other Christians, and sharing teachings about Jesus Christ.
So far, we’ve reached over 14,000 views and 1,000 likes, connecting
with Christians as far away as Pakistan. We've also launched a
YouTube channel and a Facebook page to expand our reach.
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What Robin and I are doing is all about
sharing the true message of Scripture with
Christians everywhere. We believe that
everyone deserves to hear the Bible taught
clearly, deeply, and in proper context re-
gardless of where they live.

The church is also not left out, we enjoin
everyone to watch and learn from these
teachings also. Please do well to follow, like
and share videos on these platforms.

Jude Asekhameh

Somethmg s moving in,
‘Iyhear. the weaiher,in.the wind,

Fsanse,the tension’of; avsheep-ﬁeld
~ and thejpilgrimage/of fins’
Y S 4 O 1 €

Something s notthe same,} o :
Iitaste the sap and feel the graln,
S hear, the rolling of,the rowan}
ringing, singing in'a’change.

Something’s set to start,

there’s meadow music in the dark

and the clouds that shroud the mountain
Slowly, softly start to part.

Matt Goodfellow
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https://youtu.be/yypcwrIkwSY
https://www.tiktok.com/@bible.bites5?_r=1&_t=ZN-91wVmUOuRPS
https://www.tiktok.com/@bible.bites5?_r=1&_t=ZN-91wVmUOuRPS
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmPDP1xt0sTXf4s7VINzdrA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmPDP1xt0sTXf4s7VINzdrA
https://www.facebook.com/share/17RXUTKQg3/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/17RXUTKQg3/?mibextid=wwXIfr

The ‘Gates of Hades' is on the left,

with the Temple of Pan to its right

Caesarea Philippi

We drove further north to one of the three sources of the Jor-
dan, at Caesarea Philippi. This is a very impressive place: it very
green and wooded, against a backdrop of red rock. If you have
seen pictures of the city of Petra, that is in the same range of
hills, further on into Jordan.

Caesarea Philippi was a centre for
idol worship and pleasure seek-
ing, rather like Las Vegas, a party
city. There were many temples,
one of which was called ‘The
= Temple of the Dancing Goats’
#8 There is a huge cave at one end of

RA=¥S Hades’. Having brought his disci-

: ,ﬁ ples such a long way, it was here,

against this backdrop, that Jesus

said, “And I tell you that you are Peter [a rock| and on this rock I

will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail

against it” (Matt. 16:18). That is, his church is not built of physi-
cal rock, but human flesh.

We carried on into the Golan
heights, populated by the Druze
people, with some interesting hous-

' There was a geological curiosity in this
‘region: Crater Lake is a lake where the
water level never changes. The water
level never goes down, no matter how
much water is taken out of it. We drove
further on, to a viewing point looking
out towards Syria, with Mount Hermon
just visible in the distance. Mount Her-
mon is found in Psalms 42 and 133, among many other geo-
graphical references in the Bible. There was an Israeli guard
post nearby, with four tanks on the land by the road. Perhaps
they were doing exercises.

mountains is barely visible in
the distance, under the clouds

Looking towards Syria and
Mount Hermon. The line of

Back at the kibbutz where we were staying, two of our tour
companions were baptised in the lake. It was a really special
time for them and lovely for us in the group to be involved by

praying for them.



Song of the Month

I was sure by now
God, You would have reached down
And wiped our tears away
Stepped in and saved the day
But once again, I say “Amen”, and it’s still raining

As the thunder rolls
I barely hear Your whisper through the rain
“I'm with you”
And as Your mercy falls
I raise my hands and praise the God who gives
And takes away

Chorus:
And I'll praise You in this storm
And I will lift my hands
For You are who You are
No matter where I am
And every tearI've cried
You hold in Your hand
You never left my side
And though my heart is torn
I will praise You in this storm

S—

I remember when
I stumbled in the wind
You heard my cry to you
And you raised me up again
My strength is almost gone
How can I carry on

IfI can’t find You? iy

But as the thunder rolls '$

I barely hear You whisper through the rain’
“I'm with you” é '
And as Your mercy falls '
I raise my hands and praise the God who gives

And takes away

[Chorus]

Ilift my eyes unto the hills
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord

[AZ(0SKIKBNBNE 2 dzil d206 SKR. nS/ |



https://youtu.be/dB4eC55dh-U

January

Life, believe, is not a dream
So dark as sages say;

Oft a little morning rain
Foretells a pleasant day.
Sometimes there are clouds of gloom,

But these are transient all;

If the showers will make the roses bloom,
O why lament its fall?

Rapidly, merrily,

Life’s sunny hours flit by,

Gratefully, cheerily

Enjoy them as they fly!

What though Death at times steps in,
And calls our Best away?

What though sorrow seems to win
O’er hope, a heavy sway?

Yet Hope again elastic springs,
Unconquered, though she fell;

Still buoyant are her golden wings,
Still strong to bear us well.
Manfully, fearlessly,

The day of trial bear,

For gloriously, victoriously,
Can courage quell despair!

Charlotte Bronté
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Clara Johnson died 1998 aged 88 years. Remembered with love.
John Murray, loving husband, father and grandfather, died this
day 1998 aged 71. Loved and remembered always

Millicent Borrell died this day in 1999. Time passes, memories
stay. Loved and remembered every day.

John Shaw Crossley died this day 1990. Looking back as we al-
ways do, we will treasure the memories we have of you.

Harry Watton Beloved Husband and father. Died on this day
1983, aged 63 years.

Elsie Kershaw, died this day 2004. A loving mother, grandmoth-
er, sister and friend. ‘Pal of my cradle days.’

Alan Wolstencroft died zoo00 aged 68. Much loved Husband, Dad
and Grandad.

Amy Wainwright died this day zo06 aged 91 years. A devoted
mum and grandma, remembered every day with love and
affection.

Annie Chadwick late of 560 Huddersfield Road. Born 29th
October 1896 . Died this day 1995. ‘In Heavenly Love Abiding.’
Tom Slater Henthorn died this day 1959. ‘A Devout and Well
Loved Church Worker.

Caroline Brooks Beloved Mother and Grandmother. Died 1979.
‘Reunited and sings in Heaven.’

Mrs Mary Robinson died this day 1989. ‘A much loved Mother,
Grandmother and Great Grandmother.

Elsie Dearden nee Brooks, died this day zoo0z. Dearly loved
daughter, wife and mother. Reunited with her loved ones.
Wilfred George Graham died 1979 aged 69. Treasured memories
of a loving Dad and Grandad.

Jane Ann Stott. Died 1956. ‘A muck loved Mother and Grand-
mother.

John Fletcher died 1948. Always remembered.



Three wise men
came from the East to find
a newborn King
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They each
 brought a gift fit
% foraking! 4
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https://youtu.be/7-zJHgaoVa4

