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SERVICES AT OUR CHIVRCHES

Sunday 9:30 am
Sunday 11:00 am

Worship at St Barnabas
Worship at Holy Trinity
Last Sunday all age worship
Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study at St Barnabas
Led by Robin Wilding

Wednesday 7:00pm Worship on Wednesday
(WOW) at Holy Trinity
(not last Weds. of month)

PEERPLE AT OUR CHURCHES

Vicar postvacant

Lay Readers peter Haslam 0161 345 0215
Lucie Reilly 07880 861751
Wardens Peter Haslam (StB) 0161 345 0215
Val Crane (HT) 07544 770887

John Wolstencroft (HT) 0161620 2401

StB Administrator Sarah Gura

07708 714813

HT Church Secretary  Zoe Liles 07765963899
Community Worker MaryAnne Oduntan 07492 849158
Treasurer & Gift-Aid Mrs Vicky Heaton 07906 077058
HT Parish Hall Manager Daniel Reilly 07788 860764
StB Centre Manager MaryAnne Oduntan 07492 849158

To sign up for the magazine online, or to send contributions,
please email Sarah Wilding at sarah.churchmag@gmail.com

Dear lovely people

We get used to the nativity story, do we not? So many
_ church and school nativities blend into one another to
~ leave a general impression. Two of the ones I have attend-
_ ed stand out for me, one of which being when our daughter
fell off the stage!

The other, though, contained a quite significant moment.
- We were fortunate to have a ‘live’ baby Jesus who was old

enough to sit quietly on her mother’s lap (yes, it was a girl,

but you can’t tell the difference at that age, can you?) So

baby ‘Jesus’ sat, in her white Babygro, looking around and
apparently quite interested in what was going on. At one
point the child gazed intently at the upper corner of the
ceiling, then reached out her hand as if to take hold of
something. What had she seen? An angel come to visit our
celebration?

It was a beautiful reminder that even as a baby, there was "
something special about Jesus, something extra, an aware-
- ness of the heavenly dimension. He knew right from the
start that he had a heavenly father. As he grew up he main-
L  tained that knowledge and connection, so much so that he 3
‘was able to teach the teachers in the Temple, at the age of
- 12. Paul said to Timothy, ‘Don’t let anyone look down on
you because you are young’ (1 Timothy 4:12). Let’s not
~ look down on our own children’s youth and awareness, but
_ recognise that they are able to respond to God and learn §§
~ from him. Maybe they can teach us a thing or two.

Sarah W



Sunday 7 December Sunday 14 December

Advent 2 Advent 3

First: Isaiah 11:1-10 First: Isaiah 35:1-10

Second: Romans 15:4-13 Second: James 5:7-10 > 0
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 PO m m p s h
Sunday 21 December Thursday 25 December Holy Baptism

Advent 4 Christmas Day Sunday 23 November: Samuel Nwosu at St Barnabas
First: Isaiah 7:10-16 First: Isaiah 52:7-10 Alfie Thompson at Holy Trinity
Second: Romans 1:1-7 Second: Hebrews 1:1-4(5-12)

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-end Gospel: John 1:1-14

Sunday 28 December

Advent 4 Preachers:

First: Jeremiah 31:15-17 Robin, Chris Bracegirdle,
Second: 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 Lucie, Karen Smeeton,
Gospel: John 1:1-14 Pete

churehpiaty

Services will be at the usual times unless otherwise stated.
Wednesday 10 December: Christmas Market; 11:00-2:00 St Barnabas Hall
Wednesday 17 December: Carol Service; 7:00pm at Holy Trinity
Sunday 21 December: Strictly Nativity at Holy Trinity Church

Crib Service at St. Barnabas, with Daniel Ramble i‘:ﬁ:jl%;iﬁ?ﬁ;?g;; ;Zi ,
Wednesday 24 December: Christingle Service; 4:00pm at Holy Trinity on 27 October, in"’s.t.-kg)amabas Hall %
Midnight Mass; 11:30pm at Holy Trinity event raised 3PPr°Xi$5mlL£\53°-

.

Thursday 25 December: Christmas Day Service; 9:30am at St Barnabas

Wednesday 29 December: Masquerade Ball; 7:30pm at Waterhead Parish
Centre, tickets £10 for adults, £5 fro children.

Sunday 4 January: Covenant Services

Lover picture by THUA\,J'.—‘MN‘HZF‘“.\



I:Ii?g ZE'XI:”] cree :E;@ M@ 0o Parousia refers to coming or return, and is used in the Bible of
the expected return of Jesus: “As Jesus was sitting on the Mount
... Coming and Going of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. ‘Tell us,” they said,
‘when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your com-

ing and of the end of the age?’” (Matt 24 3).
The main words for ‘come’ and ‘go’ in Greek are erchomai and

poreuomai. Simples. But no, this is Greek and it is not that sim- If your head is spinning now, and you don’t know if you are com-
ple. Erchomai for example, is occasionally used for ‘go’. Thus we ing or going, think about this: when Jesus came to earth to be
have the same word in each of these verses: born as a baby, he also left his glory and majesty and went out of
“At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who heaven. When he ascended into heaven, he went out of the world
had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready” (Luke and came home to his father. All travelling involves both a going
14:17). and a coming. As we celebrate the coming of Jesus at Christmas,
“So Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the it is worth thinking about what that going meant to him.

tomb” (John 20:8).

—

Poreuomai means to depart, but also to continue on a journey,
asin:

“Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Is-
rael, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are

Food - Drink - Karaoke

dead” (Matt 2:20). BARNABAS THRIVE! INVITES YOU TO OUR

“When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord sud-

but went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:39). f QHBISTMHS

Poreuomai can sometimes also mean to follow after: “He re-

in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not

follow them” (Matt 21:8.) HANDMADE PRODUCTS & FOOD

December .

The word hupagg, used less often, also means ‘go’. All three Sl BAS HALL 31 et
oL4 INL

[hupago] and I am coming [erchomai] back to you.” If you loved On 07492849158 or

me, you would be glad that [ am going [poreuomai] to the Fa-

denly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again,
plied: ‘Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come ’ M ﬂ B K E T
11am- 2pm Wednesday 10th December 2025
words are in this verse: You heard me say, ‘1 am going away [ sy oy o Bouncy Castle for Ilhc I\ld%
ther, for the Father is greater than I” (John 14;28).

womenthriveoldham@gmail.com Contact Lucie or Dan for tickéts


https://youtu.be/yypcwrIkwSY

Various Cities

@ Capernaum has a very large archae-
ological site, most of the ruins being
built of black basalt. The highlight is
Peter’s house: the archaeologists
#® worked out where a ‘captain of fish-
ermen’ would have his house and
: dug there. First they found a mosaic
pavement, then under that a house
B with some 1st century graffiti,
““% where someone had scratched ‘the
house of Peter and his mother’ on the wall! The house is laid
out round a central courtyard where the women would have
gutted and prepared the fish for market. The site belongs to
the Franciscans and they intended, as was their usual pattern,
to build a church there. The archaeologists begged them not
to cover up the buildings, so they built a church which looks
rather like a flying saucer, above the house, which still makes
it difficult to see properly.

¢

Another feature is a later syna-
gogue, built in cream stone. At
the entrance there is a block of "
stone with two holes carved
into it, for the use of the money
changers. Roman money was
not permitted in the syna-
gogue, so a person would put a
Roman coin in the first hole and take out an approved coin
from the second. The money changers would shout out their
exchange rate and commission, which was one of the practic-
es Jesus condemned in the Temple.
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During the drive to Tel Hazor, we passed the

city of Chorazin, which, along with Bethsaida,

was condemned by Jesus in Matt. 11:21. It is
now just a few lumps in the ground.

Remains of Chorazin

T T T PO o

N f_@ldes't“partbf Hazor .

Tel Hazor is a vast site, with 15
t layers and 21 settlements from
g several periods of history. Im-
¢ portant buildings, for admlmstra-
- tion and the Ay
military, were
at the top of the hill. The ‘daughters of the city’
is a phrase referring to those, not just women,
who lived and worked outside a city, and Hazor
had about 40, 000 people living and working
inside and out. It was a very fertile area, with
three harvests a year, but nevertheless had a
huge cistern in the centre to store water for dry
times or siege. It was close to the border with
Assyria.

Further north there is Tel
Dan. During the excavation
there, in what was thought to
W be building waste from the

y city, they found the oldest
known arched gateway in the
world. Previous to this dis-
covery, it was thought that
i the Romans had invented the
X “ arched gate. Abraham would
have walked through here on his way into the land.

The snow-capped Mount Hermon was just visible from here, and
the mountains of Lebanon. At the height of fighting with Syria,
over 12,000 shells rained down on this area from the Golan
Heights, reaching even to Tiberias (at the south end of Lake Gali-
lee). It has now all been re-seeded and rebuilt, but there are still
notices to beware of mines.



If you haven't got a pe

Then a ha’pen Y y,:, @ :
jyou haven’t g¢ ot a ha’ penny
en God ble you.

Christmas s built upon a beautiful and
intentional paradox;that the birth of the
homeless should be celebrated in every home.

G.K. Chesterton

péca buzz

Circle me, Lord.
Keep hope within
And despair without.

Keep peace within
And anxiety without.

Amen

© Northumbria Community

Celtic Night Prayer




Childrenys
Ra'ges

The time
came for Mary to have her
baby, but there was no room
at the inn. What did
she do?

The Emperor Caesar
Augustus had ordered a census.

Use the Christmas code to find out (Luke 2:7)

Everyone had to return to 1 7 13
their home town
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HolyaTrinity/Memorial

1 Norman Smith died 1992 aged 77 years. Taken from our lives but
always in our thoughts.

2  Margaret Hammond (née Whitehead) died 1991, aged 45 years.
O for the touch of a vanished hand And the sound of a voice thatis
still.

5 JackPreece beloved husband of Amy, died this day 1994, aged 71
years. ‘Loved and Remembered Every Day.’

6  Nellie Atkinson died this day 1989. Reunited with Harold Atkin-
son who died 10 August 1981.

7  Winifred Kershaw ‘Pal of my childhood days’ Born this day 1942.
Died 2nd November 1992.

9 Edith Robinson died this day 1986. ‘Loved and remembered
always.

13 William Oliver MD Edin. died 1926. A loving father and compas-
sionate physician.

14 William Robinson died this day 1969, aged 50 years. Treasured
memories of ‘BILL’.

18 Reverend Charles Edward Shaw MBE BA FLS Vicar of Water-
head from 1957-1994, died this day 1994. He saw God in Techno-
logy, Man and Snowdrop.

20 Peter Barnes (Skip) died 1998. Forever in our hearts. Birthday
memories for 24th December. Jenny and Family.

21 In affectionate remembrance of Edgar Hanson who passed away in
1983.

Jessie Whittaker died this day 1989 aged 74. A sorrow too deep for
words.

22 Kenneth Shawcross died this day 1997, aged 81 years. Loving
husband and uncle. Will be remembered always.

23 Thomas Wainwright died 1974. ‘Loved and remembered every
day.’

Constance Himsworth Loving wife, mother, grandmother and a
dear friend, died 1966 aged 71. ‘Memories of you will never die.’

29 James Pearson Robinson died 1995. Loved and Remembered
Always.

5; December Dates

A
" Saturday 29th November we will be decorating the church be-

30 Ida Fletcher died 1991. Dearly loved. Happily remembered.
Michael Wynn died 2006. Forever in our thoughts.

31 Jimmy and Annie Mills Two wonderful parents remembered
with love. Great-grandparents of Lisa.

32 Lisa Kershaw died April 27th 1999 aged 16 years. Treasured
birthday memories of a daughter more precious than gold. Loved
and remembered always.

33 Harold and Elsie Prendergast - a special mum and dad. Loved
and remembered always and forever. Now with precious grand-
daughter Lisa in heaven.

Christmas Arrangements at Holy Trinity

Christmas Raffle

Asusual we are having a Christmas raffle with a substantial
hamper as the first prize. There are boxes at the back of the
church for donations together with a list of suggested items for
the hamper. Please bring your donations in on or before 14% De-
cember. The draw will take place after the Carol Service on
Wednesday 17th December.

tween 10 and12 on Saturday morning if anyone is able and will-
ing to come along to help. Refreshments will be provided.

Wednesday 17th December is the Carol Service at 7pm, fol-
lowed by refreshments and the raffle prize draw.

Sunday 21st December there will be a Christmas Faith lunch
after the service and we will be serving mulled wine as well as
the usual tea and coffee. Please join us whether you are able to
bring food or not; all will be welcome.

Advance notice for January 2026

Saturday 3rd January we will be taking down the Christmas
decorations in church and would be glad of extra pairs of hands

B
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He takes my finger and He won'tletgo
And He won't let go 4
Its nothlng like I knew, béfore

— An.d it's all I need to know

I'm here with the others
Who saw the heavens testify;
Now I hang back in the shadows
I want to come close
I want to know

She sees me shivering here
She smiles and with a nod
I walk through the mud and straw

To the newborn Son of God

Chorus

Godlis with us here, our Emmany'e”l
Godlis with us here, our Emn‘lwanuel

O come let us adore Him

Chorus ; . 0,come let us adore Him “
Come, let us adore Him JesusjounEmmanuel —

He has come down\to\th.ls barren Wﬁﬁh@ﬂm}) and
... Wherewelive, andalll have(to give SIS
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https://youtu.be/7-zJHgaoVa4
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