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; Dear lovely people

" Autumn is a beautiful time of year, coloured in gold, red 7 !‘,’ :
4 and brown. The trees have changed colour and the
3¢ bracken is also russet and gold. Yet it is also the most ! ,é(\
3" poignant season, coming at the waning of the year and
% bringing the awareness of winter on its way. All this love-
liness comes alongside the dying of the summer flowers,

Sunday 9:30 am Worship at St Barnabas
Sunday 11:00 am Worship at Holy Trinity

Last Sunday all age worship |
Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study at St Barnabas §

Led by R'obin Wilding "~ the shortening of the days and the chilling of the wind.
Wednesday 7:00pm Worship on Wednesday :
(WOW) at Holy Trinity It is a reminder of the positives and negatives of old age.

% As we get older, there is an increasing awareness of our ¢ ;

: mortality, of death lurking round the corner. The joints
get stiffer, the tummy more delicate, and we generally ‘4.
slow down. We look backwards more than forwards. But |
there is a beauty in that. Hopefully we have lost the silli-
ness of youth and grown into maturity and wisdom. %
There have been hard lessons learned, and that growth
in our walk with God produces the benefits of this season

(not last Weds. of month)
[PEORLE AT QUR CHURCHES

Vicar prost vacant

Lay Readers peter Haslam 0161 345 0215

Kicle REW 87880;851751 . of life. Suffering deepens us, and by God’s grace our faith #
Wardens Peter Haslam (StB) 0161345 0215 has turned to gold, as Peter says in his first letter: ‘... 2
Val Crane (HT) 07544 770887 | though now for a little while you may have had to suffer P&

John Wolstencroft (HT) 0161 620 2401 8 grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the

{ proven genuineness of your faith - of greater worth than

gold, which perishes even though refined by fire - may &
result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is §
revealed’ (vs. 6,7). >

StB Administrator Sarah Gura 07708 714813
HT Church Secretary  Zoe Liles 07765 963899
Community Worker MaryAnne Oduntan 07492 849158
Treasurer & Gift-Aid Mrs Vicky Heaton 07906 077058
HT Parish Hall Manager Daniel Reilly 07788 860764
StB Centre Manager MaryAnne Oduntan 07492 849158

B And perhaps it is a reminder to the young not to dismiss

% the elderly, set in their ways though they may be, but to
= look for that wisdom in them. May we see the beauty and
& not just the falling leaves.

To sign up for the magazine online, or to send contributions,
please email Sarah Wilding at sarah.churchmag@gmail.com

Sarah W




il ereacingstrOdebar

Sunday 5 October Sunday 12 October
Harvest Trinity 17

First: Lamentations 1:1-6 First: Jeremiah 29:1,4-7
Second: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 Second: 2 Timothy 2:8-15
Gospel: Luke 16:19-end Gospel: Luke 17:11-19
Sunday 19 October Sunday 26 October
Trinity 18 Bible Sunday
First: Jeremiah 31:27-34 First: Isaiah 45:22-end
Second: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 Second: Romans 15:1-6
Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 Gospel: Luke 4:16-24

Preachers: Sarah, Miles, Bishop David, Robin.

GhurchlDiaky,

Services will be at the usual times unless otherwise stated.

Sunday 5 October: Harvest Festival at both churches
Friday 31 October: Halloween Party at Holy Trinity; 7:00pm; tickets £5
Saturday 18 October: Quiz at Holy Trinity; 7:00pm for 7:30; £5 per person
Sunday 2 November: All Souls at Holy Trinity; 4:00pm
Sunday 9 November: Remembrance Day; 9:30 at St Barnabas

10:50 at Waterhead Cenotaph

11:30 at Holy Trinity

E\W,

From the chureh ane parish

Holy Baptism

At Holy Trinity:

Holly Kemp on 17 August

Ida Florence on 14 September

Holy Trinity will be holding our next Quiz Night on Saturday 18t October
in the Parish Hall. The quiz will start at 7.30pm so please take your places
as soon after 7pm as possible so that we can start promptly. Getting there
early will give you a head start on one of the picture rounds so bring your
friends to make up your team (maximum of 6 people per team, please).
Tickets are £5 for adults and that includes nibbles and a (mostly) cheese
buffet supper. Children under 12 are free and for those between 12 and 18
years of age tickets are £3.

The bar will be open and there will be a raffle as well as a cash prize of
£30 for the winning team. If anyone would like to donate a raffle prize
please contact Lynne Schofield on 07804 094457.
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... the Bible

Our English word 'Bible’ comes from the Greek biblos and biblion.
These simply mean ‘book’; biblion was originally a small book,
but this had lost its force by New Testament times and was used
interchangeably with biblos. The words, translated either ‘book’
or ‘scroll’, refer to any book and had no particular innate sense of
being sacred or authoritative writing. However, they were hand-
made from papyrus, which was in much shorter supply than pa-
per is today. The pulp from the centre of the papyrus plant was
mulched and pressed into sheets, which were then dried and usu-
ally rolled into a scroll. A book, then, was only used for important
documents meant to be kept, be it sacred writings, administrative
records, accounts, histories or letters. For temporary or casual
writing a clay tablet would be used, which could be smoothed
over and used again and again.

In the New Testament biblos is used of the books of scripture,
such as in Mark 12:26, ‘the book of Moses’, and of ‘the book of
life’ (Phil. 4:3, Rev. 3:5). It is used only once in a secular refer-
ence, in Acts19:19: ‘A number who had practised sorcery brought
their scrolls together and burned them publicly’. Likewise, biblion
is mainly used of books of the Old Testament and the book of life.
It is also used in Revelation at the winding up of human history:
‘The heavens receded like a scroll being rolled up, and every
mountain and island was removed from its place’ (6:14). In a sec-
ular sense, a bill of divorce is a biblion, translated
‘certificate’ (Mark 10:6).

The scripture itself, ie. that which is written in the books, is simi-
larly a simple word in Greek: graphé, and the verb grapho. In gen-
eral use, it was primarily used of drawing (from which we get the
English ‘graphic’ and ‘graph’) and only secondarily of writing. In
the Bible, graphé refers to any writing, sacred or secular, and we
must rely on the translators to interpret what is important from

the context. Thus we find graphé translated as ‘scripture’ in refer-
ences to the Old Testament and in verses such as ‘all scripture is
inspired by God’ (2 Tim. 3:16) and Peter’s comment about Paul’s
letters, ‘His letters contain some things that are hard to under-
stand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the
other scriptures’ (2 Pet. 3:16). This verse tells us that the writings
of the apostles were already being treated as sacred within their
own lifetime.

Most Jewish boys could read and write to some extent, but it was a
skilled trade and for important documents a scribe would be em-
ployed. This did not just consist of writing down what was said
neatly and legibly. Because of the limited size of papyrus sheets,
scribes needed to arrange the writing so that what was said could
fit into the space available. This is why fragments of ancient writing
are so cramped and hard to read. It also means that even the most
apparently insignificant incidents and statements in the Bible have
been carefully chosen to fit into the written records and are worthy
of note.

It takes half a lifetime to reach the spot
where eternity is always visible. and
the crude injustice of the hour shrivels
out of sight.

Ellis Peters, from One Corpse Too Many


https://youtu.be/yypcwrIkwSY
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Moses? Do | have your full attention?
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There are 3 main sources for the Old Testament books:

1. The Masoretic text. After the destruction of the Temple in 586 BC,
the people were taken away to Babylon for about 70 years, a period
called the Exile. The Jewish teachers of the time began a project to
produce a standard text of the scriptures. They did this by copying the
documents they had as accurately as possible and then destroying the
older ones.

2. The Septuagint. This a Greek translation of the established Hebrew
scriptures, done in the 3rd to 2nd centuries BC. It was important for
Greek and Aramaic speakers and some quotes in the New Testament
are from here. In some places it is not a very good translation of the
Hebrew.

3. The Dead Sea scrolls. These were discovered in caves in Qumran in
the 1940s and 50s. They include many documents that come before
the Masoretic text.

Early Christian translations of the Old Testament, especially into Lat-
in, often use a mixture of the Septuagint and pre-Masoretic texts.
There is not a lot of dispute about which books are accepted into the
0ld Testament canon, though there are some that people do not agree
on or are much later, and these are collected in the Apocrypha.

There are several types of writing in the Old Testament, which are
gathered together in different sections:

The oldest books are the first five books, generally held to have been
written by Moses. There is no reason to doubt this, as Moses would
have been very well educated when he was part of Pharaoh's court in
Egypt. The book of Joshua is also very early. There is some sign of ed-
iting in the books but this is itself also very early.

The History Books: Judges and Ruth are very old and,
along with 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings, were
written before the Exile. 1 and 2 Chronicles were
written after the Exile, to remind people where they
had come from. Nehemiah, Ezra and Esther are also
after the Exile and deal with the return.

The Prophets: These were written at the time of their
ministries. A scribe would have taken notes of their

speeches and written a more permanent record on scrolls later. Some-
times prophets were forbidden to speak under ungodly kings, and so
some of the prophecies were written directly onto scrolls. Many
scholars think that the apocalyptic part of Daniel was written much
later, by a different author, but there is no definite reason why it could
not have been written by Daniel himself. Jonah and Habbakuk, though
classed as prophets, may have been written as wisdom literature in
order to look at specific issues. After the return from Exile and re-
building of the Temple, there stopped being prophets to the nation as
a whole. This makes John the Baptist really significant, because he
was the first major prophet in 400 years!

Wisdom. This is Job, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. These are generally
held to be the collected works of Solomon and his wise men. Solomon
was king after David and legendary for his wisdom.

The Psalms. These are very wide in date. The core works were written
by David but others have been added over time. Some are attributed
to the Sons of Korah, who were some of the Levites who served in the
Temple. Some are clearly after the Exile because they talk about that
time and events. The final version was most likely compiled by the
Levites not long after the return, because they organised the Temple
worship.

The New Testament

These are the books that people in the early church agreed were writ-
ten by the Apostles or people who knew them. For example, Mark did
not know Jesus but he was very familiar with Peter and wrote what he
remembered of Peter's teaching. Paul lived after Jesus but his call to
be an apostle seems to include having been visited by the risen Christ,
and he certainly met with the main apostles in Jeru-
salem and spent a lot of time in Ephesus, where John
and Mary, the mother of Jesus, lived. Luke carefully
talked to people who were involved with Jesus when
he wrote his gospel and the first part of Acts, and
7 much of Acts he wrote from first-hand experience.
~ 3 There were a lot of other writings in the early church
which were very useful but, like Christian books
now, no-one ever claimed that they were apostolic.







