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SERVIGES AT OUR CHURCHES
Sunday 9:30 am Worship at St Barnabas

Sunday 11:00 am Worship at Holy Trinity
Last Sunday all age worship

Led by Robin Wilding
Wednesday 7:00pm Worship on Wednesday

(WOW) at Holy Trinity

(not last Weds. of month)

PEORPLE AT OUR CHURCHES

Vicar prost vacant

Lay Readers reter Haslam 0161 345 0215
Lucie Reilly 07880 861751
Wardens Peter Haslam (StB) 0161345 0215
Val Crane (HT) 07544 770887

John Wolstencroft (HT) 0161 620 2401

StB Administrator Sarah Gura 07708 714813

HT Church Secretary  Zoe Liles 07765 963899
Community Worker MaryAnne Oduntan 07492 849158
Treasurer & Gift-Aid Mrs Vicky Heaton 07906 077058
HT Parish Hall Manager Daniel Reilly 07788 860764
StB Centre Manager MaryAnne Oduntan 07492 849158

To sign up for the magazine online, or to send contributions,
please email Sarah Wilding at sarah.churchmag@gmail.com
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Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study at St Barnabas » = - \" & iy

Dear lovely people

As soon as the school holidays started, the shops were offering
‘back-to-school’ products, and here we are again, already at the
,}" start of the new school year, ready or not. Schools and churches
suffer from the same problem, that they have to be a ‘one size
| fits all’ garment. Of course, in practice, this means that one size
doesn’t really fit anybody but it’ll do for most. It might be a bit
¥ . loose or a bit tight in places but it is wearable. This is because -—
4 "% .* = churches and schools are for everybody and not just special in- &/
» N ~a | terest groups or people with the same preferences. Schools get
. - around it to some degree by putting students into ‘sets’ with
: h v others of similar ability. The church has divided and divided in-
S '_-- 4 v.o 1 to denominations and different expressions of worship, so that |
0 ( most people can find something that suits them to some degree. e

'& 1 44 Both church and school though, need a person to be able to sit

still and listen to be able to learn. Not everyone can do that. In
‘ Jesus’ time boys were taught to read so that they could follow
W Q. the scriptures, which must have meant some sitting and listen-
Jm 1% ing, but the rabbis taught in a different way. A rabbi would ask c
! f ; ¥ questions of his disciples and then respond to the answers they p
N s ® gave. Jesus does this a lot in the Bible (beginning at age 12 in the '; 23
; ‘ v “‘- Y Temple!) and it is a much more responsive and interactive way i

">
E }‘ of learning, as is Jesus’ use of parables involving images from

oy

-

S everyday life. It was more like an apprenticeship than school. It
1s worth asking the question, how can we make the gospel more /
accessmle to those who learn differently? Can we create Chris- §¢
L o | tian apprenticeships? There are ‘spiritual directors’ in some

};’v i branches of the church and some larger churches are develop- 5
1 ing the idea of mentors or soul-friends in order to help people
grow. Meanwhile, in our own smaller flock, let’s be considerate
to those whose preferences are different from ours, and praise
the one who made us in all our wonderful variety!
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Look out for the talents of school students in this issue.
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Eiblereadings forSeptambar

Sunday 7 September Sunday 14 September
Trinity 12 Holy Cross Day
First: Jeremiah 18:1-11 First: Numbers 21:4-9
Second: Philemon 1-21 Second: Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 Gospel: John 3:13-17
Sunday 21 September Sunday 28 September
Matthew Trinity 15

First: Proverbs 3:13-18 First: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Second: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 Second: 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13 Gospel: Luke 16:19-end

Preachers: Anne Edwards, Miles, Lucie, Rachel Watts.
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Cover photo: 'The Halo’ at
Rawtenstall. By Timothy
Wilding, aged 17.

From ¥he church ane parish

Holy Baptism for end of July and August.
At Holy Trinity Church:

Eden Wolfe Ganyon

Pippa Jones

Layla Rose Garrett

Georgia Broadhurst

Elsie Broadhurst

The Women Thrive! Summer Fayre went well, with good numbers
coming in from the neighbourhood and a welcome boost to their
funds.
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Over lunch we chatted with our guide, Samir, and it became ap-
parent that he was a significant community leader. When an
American senator had visited on a fact-finding mission, he had
been flown over Jewish settlements on the West Bank and told
they were for Palestinians. Samir took him to the refugee camps
and showed him what they were really like. He also suggested
10 questions for the Senator to ask the Knesset and when they
could not answer them America withdrew their support. Samir
also had the idea of asking people to donate $10 a brick to build
houses for refugees. Yassir Arafat brought him in and asked
what he was doing, to which Samir replied, “I'm doing what you
should be doing”. Arafat lived in a compound in Tunisia and on-
ly flew in to Palestine. He built casinos, not homes for the poor.
Then the Israeli authorities brought Samir in and asked the
same thing! Samir said, “I'm doing what you should be doing”. It
was not in the interests of either side to look after these people.

We went into the Jewish quarter of Jerusalem. The four quarters
are the Muslim quarter, the Jewish quarter, the Christian quar-
ter, and the Armenian Quarter. The Armenians are also Chris-
tian, with their own particular traditions (Samir was Armenian).
This area was much more spacious, with modern buildings and
shops. There are several pieces of archaeological walls that
were found when the land was cleared, so we turned a corner in
a shopping centre and came across a surviving piece of Nehemi-
I ah’s wall! [ was so excited by
this: not only is it something
straight out of the Bible, but
Nehemiah is one of my fa-
vourite characters. The wall
was hollow, built to look sol-
id to an enemy, and could be
= filled quickly with rubble in
.~ 1 the event of conflict.
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We followed a road out g The Carda
called the Carda. This is an _ jg#® akar-

ancient Roman road that :
was the main street through
Jerusalem, so Jesus would
definitely = have  walked
along here. It was also very

thrilling to see.

We came back round to below the Temple Mount to see the
Western Wall (or Wailing Wall). It is an impressive sight, built of
large blocks of stone. It is all that is left of the original wall of Jer-
usalem and part of a retaining wall, so there would have been
buildings at the top. There is an area reserved for people to pray,
with the genders separated. The male area is bigger than the fe-
male, but there were more women praying when we were there.
People back away when they leave, they don’t turn their backs
on the wall when they are close to it. There has been some ar-
chaeological excavation into the hill, where they have found big
arches, but it is off the male side, so Robin was able to go and see
but not me. It did not matter, my heart was full with all that [ had
experienced in Jerusalem.

The Western Wall



https://youtu.be/yypcwrIkwSY
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_ He' who.learns‘must suffer. And even 1n
“‘our. sleep, paln,nwhlch cannot forget,
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By Sophie Tutt, aged 17.

You’re the lion of Judah, the lamb who was slain
You ascended to heaven and evermore will reign

Robin Mark
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... lifelong learning
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Many people say that they hate maths or are no good at maths,

but in Greek a disciple is a mathétés. So we are all mathemati- To a visitor who claimed he had

cians! The root math indicates ‘thought accompanied by en-
deavour’, ie. to engage in learning. It refers to a person who fol- no need to search for Truth

lows the teachings of another. John the Baptist had his disciples, because he found it in the beliefs
as did the Pharisees, but in the gospels it is mostly found in con-

nection with the disciples of Jesus. It is used in the wide sense of is less the of his l‘eligion, the Master said: .
all Jews who became his followers, some in secret, butalso
more specifically of the 12 apostles. Mathétés is also found .

“
many times in Acts, of those who believed in him and confessed There was a student who never

him. The feminine form, mathétria, is also found in Acts, where became a mathematician

it is used of Tabitha/Dorcas (Acts 9:36). It adds an extra ele- . .

ment to simply believing: “To the Jews who had believed him i because he bli ndly believed all
Jesus said, ‘if you hold to my teaching, you are really my disci- the answers he found at the

ples” (John 8:31).
back of his maths book - and,

ironically, the answers were xy
correct.”

Discipleship is not just intellectual assent but putting that teach-
ing into practice and following him, which brings us to the word
for ‘follow’, which is akoloutheio. This is used in the simple
physical sense, such as when Jesus tells his disciples to go into
the city and follow a man carrying jars of water (Mark 14:13).

But it is also used in the metaphorical sense of following a per- Anthony de Mello
son’s ideas or way of life. In this sense, in the New Testament, it from One Minute Wisdom
is used entirely of the followers of Jesus. Akoloutheié comes into
English as ‘acolyte’, which usually refers to the devotee of a reli-
el L
. . infinity
So all we need to be good at maths is to follow Jesus and be his -

line xy

disciples, to learn from him. That is a different kind of hard, and Doet-rl ne

something that does not end with school but carries on
braces -

throughout our lives. Even the oldest Christian has not yet
learned everything.
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Elizabeth Gurney was born in May 1780, in Norwich. She was a
Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer, who also helped re-
form the hospital system and treatment of the mentally ill. Her
father was a wealthy banker and merchant. In 1800 Elizabeth
married Joseph Fry, a London merchant, with whom she had a
large family. The great amount of time Elizabeth spent caring for
the poor led to her being recognised as a ‘minister’ by the Socie-
ty of Friends in 1811. She apparently had a stronger faith than
the rest of her family, certainly in the outworking of it in charita-
ble works.

In 1813 Elizabeth Fry visited Newgate Prison for the first time,
where conditions were terrible, especially for women and chil-
dren. The prison was overcrowded and filthy, and some inmates
had not even received a trial. She campaigned for separation of
the sexes, classification of criminals, female supervision for
women, adequate provision for religious and secular instruction,
and useful employment (often knitting and sewing). In 1817
Elizabeth founded, with 12 other women, the Association for Im-
provement of Female Prisoners, and two years later gave evi-
dence to a Commons Committee on the subject. The efforts of
Elizabeth and others led to legislation in parliament - the Gaols
Act - in 1823. She personally funded a prison school for the chil-
dren. Fry also promoted the idea of rehabilitation rather than
harsh punishment. Over her lifetime she travelled much of the
UK and Europe, inspecting prisons and writing reports. She was
the first to call prisons ‘schools for crime’. Within her lifetime
many of her suggestions were acted upon throughout most of
Europe, with an inspector for prisons finally being appointed in
Britain in 1835, and all gaols brought under central control.

Newgate was often the last stop for the many being deported to
Australia. Over the course of 25 years, Elizabeth personally visit-
ed many convict ships bound for Australia - 106 transport ships

- and saw 12,000 convicts. She described the ships’ conditions
as little better than slave ships. Her work helped to start a move-
ment for the ending of transportation, which was officially abol-
ished in 1868.

Elizabeth Fry was also dedicated to improving nursing stand-
ards, and she established a nursing school in Guy’s Hospital. She
influenced Florence Nightingale, a distant relative, who took a
team of Fry’s nurses to the Crimean War. Elizabeth championed
the education of working women, better housing for the poor
and was involved in the establishment of soup kitchens in Brit-
ish cities.

She died in 1845 in Ramsgate, of a
stroke. The Lord Mayor of London
convened a meeting in her honour, at
which it was decided that an institute
for ex-prisoners would be established
as a tribute to her work: the Elizabeth
Fry Refuge. In 1925 this organisation
was reconstituted as charity and be-
came a hostel for women on proba-
tion, officially approved by the Home
Office in 1949. Her legacy carries on
there to this day; the centre is now in
Reading, having moved there in 1962.

I hope, if you should live to grow up, you
will endeavour to be very useful and not
spend all your time in pleasing yourself.

Elizabeth Fry



With my eyes T see parks to play in,

But with your eyes you see nowhere +o be free
With my eyes T see my warwm, cosy howme,

But with your eyes you see our howme torn apart

with my eyes T see happy children playing together,

But with vyour eves you see childrew crying v fear
with my evyes T see explosions of colour,

But with your eyes you just see explosions

With my eyes T see a world T com travel

But with your eyes you're forced to leave your comntry

With wmy eves T see ice creams and burgers,
But with your eyes you see ashes and flames
With wmy eyes T see the love of my family,
But with your eves you're facing losing vours
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When mystery hldwee - ]

from the s1ght of faith’and hope,

" When life is bltter to th;‘_taste

and our song of joy d1es down to silence;
Then I-‘ather, do for us that wh1ch

is past our power to do for ourselves.
Break through our darkness with Thy light.
Show us Thyself in Jesus suﬂ'erlng on a tree,
Rising from the grave, @
Reigning from'a throne with

all power and love unchanging,
So shall our fear be gone

and our feet set upon a radiant path.

from Hebridean Altars







