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SERVICES AT OUR CHUREHES

Sunday 9:30 am Worship at St Barnabas

Sunday 11:00 am Worship at Holy Trinity
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Sunday 3 August

Transfiguration
First: Hosea 11:1-11
Second: Colossians 3:1-11
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21

Sunday 17 August
Trinity 9

First: Isaiah 5:1-7

Second: Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Gospel: Luke 12:49-56

Sunday 31 August
Trinity 11

First: Jeremiah 2:4-13

Second: Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16

Gospel: Luke 14: 1,7-14

Ghurch|Diary

Sunday 10 August

Trinity 8

First: Isaiah 1:1,10-20
Second: Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16
Gospel: Luke 12:32-40

Sunday 24 August

Bartholomew
First: Isaiah 43:8-13
Second: Acts 5:12-16
Gospel: Luke 22:24-30

Preachers:
Bishop Mark, Robin, Daniel Ramble
Rachel Watts, Robin.
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From Hhe church ane parish

Quiz night

Our quiz night on 12th July hosted six teams, with 40 people taking part,
which was a good turn-out considering that we were in the middle of a
heatwave and maybe people didn’t want to be indoors. Once again it was
a very close-run contest with the winning team only two points ahead of
the runners-up!

In total we raised £475 and we will be putting this money towards the
new kitchen in the Parish Hall, so very many thanks to all those who par-
ticipated, and special thanks to Vicky, Daniel, Lucie and Tom for their
help with the preparations and especially Daniel for his sterling work
manning the bar. Thanks also to everyone who contributed the raffle
prizes as we had a good selection of items.

We will be having another quiz night in the autumn, date to be con-
firmed.

The perfume of holiness travels
even against the wind

Indian proverb
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https://youtu.be/yypcwrIkwSY

St Vltus Cathe dral

A friend and I recently had the occasion to visit the beautiful city of
Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic (now known as Czechia).
Prague is noted for its fine architecture, which
adorns not only the centre of the town on the
east bank of the river Vlatava, where, for in-
stance, the mediaeval astronomical clock and
Powder Gate tower are to be found, but also the
west bank, where high up on the hill are located
the gth-century castle (now the official resi-
dence of the president; formerly, home to vari-
! ous Kings of Bohemia and Holy Roman Emper-
ors, notably Charles IV, who made Prague his
{ Capital and rebuilt much of the city), the 10th-

St Vitus Cathedral.

A]l this fame and beauty attracts the tourists in their droves, and the
city has not been slow to capitalise on this since the collapse of the
Soviet Union. So much so that there is scarcely an attraction that you
do not have to pay to enter. While the castle grounds are free to walk
around with the exception of Golden Lane with its colourful houses,
which charges visitors to go down it during the day, the castle itself is
not free. Similarly, though some churches are free to enter, the basili-
ca and the cathedral, both ostensibly a ‘must-see’, are not, being ac-
cessible only with a special ticket (which is not particularly cheap).

When we visited the castle area, there were long queues snaking
around the cathedral from the entrance. Not wishing to wait and ever
the cheapskates, we did not go in and likewise bypassed the basilica
too, commenting, ‘It's a disgrace this, charging to enter a church! On
our descent from here and encountering the turnstiles on Golden
Lane, we proceeded past them on our sparing, yet principled, way. At
the bottom, while looking at the map board and wondering where to
go next, we got talking to another gentleman, possibly Czech, who
must have overheard us moaning about the entrance fees. Shaking his
head, he acknowledged our sentiment with a knowing smile and the
expression ‘Pay to pray’. Many a true word spoken in jest, they say. In
this case it was just three.

It is ironic that Prague was once the adopted home of Jan Hus (c. 1369-
1415), who, after John Wycliffe (c. 1328-1384), is regarded as the most

Aeidloyied

prominent forerunner of the Protestant Reformation, famously insti-
gated a century or so later by Martin Luther. Ordained a Catholic
priest in 1400 and appointed rector of Prague University from 1402, he
was also appointed that yea to be in charge of Prague’s Bethlehem
Chapel, which had strong links with the Bohemian religious reform
movement and whose founders has stipulated that sermons should
be in Czech. Hus's skilful preaching in the vernacular soon made the
chapel a focal point for religious reform. Hus preached against immo-
rality and corruption, especially the abuses he saw at work in the
Church, such as the sale of indulgences and simony generally. Ulti-
mately, he was first excommunicated
and, refusing to recant, then executed
(burnt at the stake) in 1415, as a here-
tic. One wonders how he would react, _

to get into their own churches, to say
nothing of non-Czech Christians or,
indeed, the ‘sinners’ from elsewhere _
who Jesus would have readily accept-
ed into his company (q.v. Matt. 9:10-
12).

But it is not just in Prague where we find this monetisation of the ecc-
lesiastical. British churches, likewise, are not immune to the attrac-
tion of ‘mammon’ (q.v. Matt. 6:24 RSV). Westminster Abbey, for in-
stance, charges visiting adults a £20 entrance fee unless you join the
Abbey Assaciation. And though it states on the association’'s webpage
that everyone is welcome to attend the church services and ‘there is
no charge to worship’, presumably if you wished to wander in from
off the street to have a ‘quiet word’ with God, you would be charged if
a specific service was not in progress. York Minster, too, charges in a
similar fashion. Clearly, large edifices like the minster must have seri-
ous overheads, but they are not struggling financially on the scale of
small churches in deprived areas like Clarksfield and, to a lesser ex-
tent, Waterhead. And the bottom line is that relatively large city ca-
thedrals as found in Manchester and Liverpool have no ‘need of the
readies’ where entry is concerned.

Call me old-fashioned, but where are we as Christians heading when
‘pay to pray’ appears to be the creeping fashion?

John Booth
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When you're despondent ...

and prayer doesn’t seem to be working, take heart from the 14th
century woman, Julian of Norwich, who, gravely ill and close to
death at the age of thirty, began having visions. In her Revela-
tions of Divine Love written in 1373, she had this to say on the
subject: “[Our] trust is often not complete in all this, for because
of our unworthiness, as it seems to us, and because we are feel-
ing nothing at all, we are not sure that

God almighty hears us. For often we are

as barren and dry after our prayers as

we were before, and when we feel like

this our folly is the cause of our weak-

ness. For [ have felt this way myself. And

our Lord brought all this suddenly to

mind , powerfully and vividly, comfort-

ing me against this kind of weakness in

prayers, and said, ‘I am the foundation of

your prayers: first it is my will that you

should have something, and then [ make

you want it, and then I make you pray

for it. And if you pray, how then could it

be that you should not have what you

pray for?”

John Booth

All shall be well
and all shall be well
and all manner of things shall be well

Julian of Norwich
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The period after the death of the apostles is really interesting and we
have some surviving records from the period to help us understand it.
It is a time of persecutions and struggles, a time of battling with heret-
ical ideas, and a time of adaptation to a world without eyewitnesses to
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. We have some of the writings
of Clement of Rome, a series of letters written by Ignatius of Antioch, a
letter from Polycarp along with some odd letters from others, plus a
sort of church manual called the Didache from this period. We are also
helped by the Church History of Eusebius written much later but in a
very useful style, since Eusebius had access to a significant library and
quoted extensively from material of the times he was writing about.

Of these various figures, Polycarp is perhaps one of the most im-
portant and significant. He appears to have been born around AD 70
and lived a long life, dying as a martyr in about AD 155, and for a lot of
his life he led the church at Smyrna in modern Turkey. What made
him significant for the church is that he learnt directly from John the

Apostle, so he is a direct link in the chain between the eyewitnesses to
Jesus and the church that is having to live without them. That gave
him an authority and gravitas for the church that was of great value.

We learn of him in four ways:

Firstly, there are the writings of Ignatius. He was a church leader be-
ing taken in chains to Rome and his martyrdom. During the journey
he seeks to receive visitors from the churches of the regions he is be-
ing led through, and we have letters written by him as he passes
Smyrna, including one to Smyrna and one directed to Polycarp him-
self. It is clearly written in some haste but is nonetheless very useful.

Then there is a letter of Polycarp to the Philadelphian church. It in-
cludes quotes from the gospel writers but also clear theological refer-
ences to Christ as God, and also clear statements about his fleshly ex-
istence, the crucifixion and resurrection, and the second coming and
judgement.

In Eusebius’ writing we have an extensive quote from Irenaeus, who
was leader of the church at Lyon, telling us of a visit undertaken by
Polycarp to Rome to discuss dates for festivals but also an interesting
comment about conversations with those with heretical views, some
of whom are persuaded to return to Christ as a result of the words of
one who learnt from the apostles direct.

Finally, we have a rather poignant record of his martyrdom in late old
age. He was well loved in the community and the local Roman gover-
nor is recorded as almost pleading with him to recant but his re-
sponse was “Eight and sixty years I have served Him, and He has done
me no wrong. How then can [ blaspheme my King and my Saviour?”.

What we can take from these distant brief records is that, despite the
claims of some scholars, the earliest records of the church contain the
essential core beliefs of our faith as certain and key and accepted. And
we see the huge courage of these great brothers of ours as they faced
the worst the world could throw at them and persevered because of
the greatness of what God had given them.

Robin Wilding






