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Though Andrew is named among the apostles in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, it is in
John's gospel that most is learned about him. Andrew was a Galilean fisherman who was mending
his nets, when Jesus called him to follow him, which he promptly did. He then seems to have
remained with Jesus until the end. He was with Jesus when he fed the five thousand and later,
when some Greeks in Jerusalem wanted to see Jesus, Philip brought them to Andrew who told
Jesus of their desire. Tradition says that Andrew travelling on several missionary journeys and as
eventually martyred by being crucified on an X-shaped cross. He became the patron saint of
Scotland because of a legend that his relics had been brought there during the eighth century.

Sermon © Revd Dr Paul Monk.
Liturgy and prayers of intercession © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.
Bible readings © the publishers of the NRSV translation.

The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration appear at the end.
All the hymns are hosted on YouTube. Please click on the links to hear them.

To see service transcripts from previous weeks, please visit the page,
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm


http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm
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Introduction and welcome

HYMN 1 As we are gathered, Jesus is here (please click here)

The Welcome

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All Amen.

The Lord be with you
All  And also with you.

The Preparation

All  Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.’

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All  Amen. Lord, have mercy.

Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the saints in earth
and heaven. Therefore, knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us confess our sins
in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in
love and peace with all.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zj0Eg9X0FT8
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All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

The Gloria

St Andrew

This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.

All Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.

Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,

You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:

Now your glorious reign begin.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l71MLQ22dIk
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You O Son of God are Holy,

You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’'n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.

With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for St Andrew

Almighty God,

who gave such grace to your apostle Saint Andrew

that he readily obeyed the call of your Son Jesus Christ
and brought his brother with him:

call us by your holy Word,

and give us grace to follow you without delay
and to tell the good news of your kingdom;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

All  Amen.

First reading
A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah

St Andrew

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces

peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God

reigns.’ Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in

plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing,

you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed

Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and

all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

This is the Word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 52:7-10
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Second reading
A reading from the St Paul’s Letter to the Romans

There is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are
they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him
unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news!” But not all have obeyed the good news; for Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has
believed our message?’ So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes
through the word of Christ. But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for
‘Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.’
Romans 10:12-18

This is the Word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

HYMN 2 I have decided to follow Jesus (instrumental)
I have decided to follow Jesus (please click to hear)
I have decided to follow Jesus (different version)

Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All  Glory to you O Lord.

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called
Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen.
And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately
they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat
and their father, and followed him. Matthew 4:18-22

This is the Gospel of the Lord
All  Praise to you O Christ.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TJioSia_TQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zb0AQgDtWVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBcr7GUJvxI
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Sermon

Almost all representations of St Andrew depict him standing with or on a diagonal
‘Saltire’ cross, hence the appearance of the St Andree’s flag. The legends suggest
that, on being sentenced to death, Andrew insisted he was unworthy to be killed
in the same way as his saviour, so the executioner devised something even more
painful—a different kind of cross. A sixth-century tradition says that Andrew was
bound, not nailed, to a cross, which is not inconsistent, but the rest of the legend is
later still and very unlikely: an executioner always employed a tried and trusted
method because a botched execution put his own life at risk.

In fact, a great many late legends depict the early apostles as being killed by
clever but false methods. For example, some traditions say that St Peter was cruci-
fied upside down after protesting much as Andrew did. What does ring true is that
none of the early disciples was afraid to follow Jesus to the uttermost, and many
were martyred. When Jesus called them with the words, ‘Follow me’, they did.

Christians are called to be followers of Jesus. Indeed, before the word ‘Christian’
was coined (between the 50s and 80s AD), the first disciples called themselves
‘followers of the way’. It implies a genuine desire to be like Jesus as far as possible:
itrecognised that being a disciple was not verbal or intellectual assent but involved
lifestyle and commitment, with replication rather than mere imitation.

We are called to follow Jesus much as the first disciples did. Clearly, the world
differs greatly now than in first century, and our own places and situations may
differ more than the average, but our following must always address three aspects.

First, we follow Jesus away from our past. It will involve repentance and maybe
reparation. For many of us, that reparation is costly and might involve humiliation
as we confess ... honesty and humility require complete renunciation. In a sense
there is a death involved here because Jesus tells us to take up our cross and follow
him, saying, ‘unless a grain of what falls to the ground and dies it will never bear
fruit’, and so on. The Christian who follows Jesus walks away from their past such
that it becomes dead to them. Each true follower becomes a new creation.

We follow Jesus afresh every day, which is our major work of Christlikeness.
Such following requires living the great commandments of loving God with soul,
mind, strength, and heart; loving neighbour as self; and loving as Jesus loved. In
other words, our following in the present tense means adopting Jesus’ life in place
of the life we had previously planned for ourselves. For many of us, this following
will take us so far beyond our comfort zones that we die a little bit more with every
act. But, as the saying goes, if we die before we die, we will not die when we do die.

Which brings us to the third focus of following: we follow Jesus into our future.
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The chance that we will be crucified (upright, diagonally, or upside down) is vanish-
ingly unlikely, but we will die. And in order to die well we must ‘lay up treasure in
heaven’, which means looking ahead, aiming for the future, anticipating and in
every way acting with deliberation. We must want an afterlife with Jesus and be
willing to pay the price.

John Wesley said of the first Methodists, ‘Our people die well’—they did so
because they followed Jesus so closely that they had died to self, were in the pro-
cess of dying to self, and were willing to die to self yet further in their following of
Jesus. Following implies nothing less.

Today in the church calendar, we remember St Andrew and his cross. And his
cross reminds us of ours. We must follow him, and to do so means dying to self. A
final self: this dying needs to occur in the sequence above.

The Creed

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist?

All  We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

All We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

All  We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.

All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Prayers of intercession

We pray for strength to follow Jesus.
Saviour, we hear your call.

All  Help us to follow.

Jesus said: ‘Unless you change

and become humble like little children,

you can never enter the kingdom of heaven.’
Saviour, we hear your call.

All  Help us to follow.

Jesus said: ‘Happy are the humble;

they will receive what God has promised.’
Saviour, we hear your call.

All  Help us to follow.

Jesus said: ‘Be merciful as your Father is merciful;

love your enemies and do good to them.’
Saviour, we hear your call.
All  Help us to follow.

Jesus said: ‘Love one another, as I love you;
there is no greater love than this,

to lay down your life for your friends.’
Saviour, we hear your call.

All  Help us to follow.

Jesus said: ‘Go to people everywhere
and make them my disciples,

and I will be with you always, to the end of time.’

Saviour, we hear your call.
All  Help us to follow.

Merciful Father,

All  accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

St Andrew
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The peace

Once we were far off,
but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near through the
shedding of Christ’s blood.

The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All  And also with you.

HYMN 3 Will you come and follow me? (‘The summons’) (please click here)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below.

The Dismissal

God give you grace to follow his saints

in faith and love and steadfastness

and the blessing of God the Almighty:

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be with you now and remain with you always.
All  Amen.

HYMN 4 Go to the world! (please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uu7ihXeTsMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iRAlrimXek
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All  Itis right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

always and everywhere to give you thanks,

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
And now we give thanks, most gracious God,

surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses

and glorified in the assembly of your saints.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.

We, your holy Church, acclaim you.

In communion with angels and archangels,

and with all who served you on earth and worship you now in heaven,
we raise our voice to proclaim your glory,

for ever praising you and saying:

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:
All  Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,

gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with St Andrew and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

All Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

All

All

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ

which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.

St Andrew
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All

We do not presume

to come to this your table, merciful Lord,

trusting in our own righteousness,

but in your manifold and great mercies.

We are not worthy

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord

whose nature is always to have mercy.

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ

and to drink his blood,

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,

and he in us.

Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
Almighty God,
who on the day of Pentecost

sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles

with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame,

filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel:

by the power of the same Spirit.

All

All

Amen

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.

St Andrew



