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Introduction and welcome 

HYMN 1  At the name of Jesus (click on this link to hear the hymn) 

The Welcome   
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit  

All Amen. 

The Lord be with you 

All And also with you. 

The Preparation 

All Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this:  

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

with all your soul, with all your mind,  

and with all your strength.’  

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  

There is no other commandment greater than these.  

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our 

sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.   

Therefore, let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,  

firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments  

and to live in love and peace with all. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mz6xfmRC8KA
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All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry  

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

The Gloria  

This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.  

All Glory be to God in Heaven, 

Songs of joy and peace we bring, 

Thankful hearts and voices raising, 

To creation’s Lord we sing. 

Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you, 

Glory be to God our King: 

Glory be to God our King. 

Lamb of God, who on our shoulders, 

Bore the load of this world’s sin; 

Only Son of God the Father, 

You have brought us peace within. 

Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, 

Now your glorious reign begin: 

Now your glorious reign begin. 

about:blank
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You O Son of God are Holy, 

You we praise with one accord. 

None in heav’n or earth is like you, 

Only you are Christ the Lord. 

With the Father and the Spirit, 

Ever worshipped and adored: 

Ever worshipped and adored. 

The Collect for the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity  
Almighty God, 

you have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: 

pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, 

and so bring us at last to your heavenly city 

where we shall see you face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

First reading   
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel 

The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the child-

ren’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more 

be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well 

as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 

 Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 

way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from 

their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that 

they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the 

wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 

their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions 

that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of 
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Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? 

Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, 

says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise 

iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 

committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 

you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the 

Lord God. Turn, then, and live.  Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–end 

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 

Second reading   
A reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 

sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of 

the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 

nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 

than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests 

of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

 did not regard equality with God 

 as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

 taking the form of a slave, 

 being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

 he humbled himself 

 and became obedient to the point of death— 

 even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

 and gave him the name 

 that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

 every knee should bend, 

 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
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and every tongue should confess 

 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 

but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work 

for his good pleasure.  Philippians 2:1–13 

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 

HYMN 2 Do not be afraid, I have redeemed you   (click to hear the hymn) 

Gospel reading  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

All Glory to you O Lord. 

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 

him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, 

and who gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one ques-

tion; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 

things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And 

they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why 

then did you not believe him?” But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of 

the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not 

know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things’. 

 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go 

and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed 

his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 

answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’ 

They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the 

prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you 

in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and 

the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 

minds and believe him.  Matthew 21:23–32 

This is the Gospel of the Lord  

All Praise to you O Christ.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJ0jOjqISPU
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Sermon 

Our reading from Philippians today is a corker! I could easily spend hours and a 

sermon series on the wonderful early hymn from verses 6–11— the wonder and 

the awe of what our Jesus has gained for us—what can we do but bow before such 

mercy and glory. 

 But it is that response from us that I want to focus on for our reading goes on in 

verses 12 and 13 as Paul exhorts us in the light of the wonder of what Jesus has 

done to ‘work out your salvation with fear and trembling for it is God who works 

in you to will and to act to his good purpose.’ Let’s unpack this a bit. 

 Firstly, note we are to work out not work for. There is a massive significant 

difference. I have heard people use this and similar verses to say we are not saved 

and so must work for our salvation. Please hear this—Paul does not say this and 

the good news is that we are saved by our acceptance of God’s gracious actions on 

our behalf not by what we can do to be better. All our recent readings from Romans 

underline that we are declared righteous by our faith not welcomed because of our 

good behaviour (or we’d fail). We are saved—but Paul has something more for us. 

 Our second point is really to underline what can happen to us. Familiarity breeds 

contempt. We can get used to the idea of God’s salvation and forget the wonder of 

it. This ends up with what Graham Kendrick wrote in a little-known early song of 

his—we give God ‘our Sundays and the dog-ends of our time’ and the implication 

is that the rest of the time we live just like everyone else and without thinking 

about him. What Paul wants for us is what Brother Lawrence writes about in his 

famous little book The Practice of the Presence of God—in which he speaks of the 

mundane being filled with God’s presence (and we’re talking about doing the 

washing-up in a monastery—it can’t get more ordinary or more challenging than 

that in my opinion!) Thin places where God meets us in the midst of our lives. This 

week let’s look for God to meet us in the ordinariness of our days. 

 Finally, all this also means that we will see a change in us. If God is living in us 

and we are seeing him in our lives both at special times and in the midst of the 

ordinary then we cannot stay the same, cannot be like the world around us. We 

should see growth and movement towards ever increasing God likeness. Have you 

noticed how children take on the expressions and mannerisms of their parents? 

It’s part of growing up. And that’s a good analogy for this—as we live more in God’s 

presence and in the reality of the salvation we have experienced, then we start to 

live out the life of God that is within us and take on his characteristics.  

Let us increasingly look for God in our lives and live for him, love for him, 

speak out for him that the world may know that we are his disciples. Why? Paul 

would say look at what he has done for us, look how much he loves you, look how 

far he was willing to go to win you. Live in the light of this. 
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The Creed 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

the source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 

All This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Prayers of intercession  
These prayers are inspired by today’s reading from Philippians 2 

‘At the name of Jesus every knee should bend’. Help us submit to God and let our 

worship be sincere and true.   

Help us to be Christ-like.   

All Help us follow You.  

‘Every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord’. Inspire our speech when 

we speak of You; inspire our evangelism; help our churches grow.   

Help us to be Christ-like.   

All Help us follow You.  
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‘God gave him the name that is above every name.’ Enable all who share the name 

of ‘Christian’ to live his life and love him in thought, word, and deed.    

Help us to be Christ-like.   

All Help us follow You.  

‘God has highly exalted him’. Help us to exalt Jesus by the way we live, speak, and 

worship.   

Help us to be Christ-like.   

All Help us follow You.  

‘He emptied himself, taking the form of a slave.’ Help us to empty ourselves of all 

that is inappropriate such as pride and greed.   

Help us to be Christ-like.   

All Help us follow You.  

‘He humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death’. Help us to die to 

sin and grow in obedient to God.   

Help us to be Christ-like.   

All Help us follow You.  

Merciful Father,  

All accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son, 

 our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

 Amen. 

The peace  

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 

Peace from the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver  

The peace of the Lord be always with you,  

All And also with you.  

HYMN 3 No other name but Jesus  (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

 What a beautiful name (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2-ybVUXM-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5L6QlAH3L4
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The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below.  

The Dismissal 

The peace of God which passes all understanding,  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God the Almighty,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be with you now and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 

HYMN 4  Jesus Christ is waiting (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Khf1_aURfc
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E) 

The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise.   

Father, you made the world and love your creation. 

You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 

His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 

And so we gladly thank you, 

with saints and angels praising you, and saying, 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.   

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving. 
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All We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in your manifold and great mercies. 

We are not worthy 

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 

But you are the same Lord 

whose nature is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 

and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 

and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him,  

and he in us.  

Amen. 

Communion is distributed.  

Prayer after Communion 
Lord, we pray that your grace 

may always precede and follow us, 

and make us continually to be given to all good works; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 

All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  

Amen. 


