Sunday 22 January 2023

gihellihirdiSundayiatter
Epiphany,

Sermon © the Revd Dr Paul Monk.
Liturgy and prayers of intercession © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.
Bible readings © the publishers of the NRSV translation.

The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration appear at the end.
The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please click on the links.

To see service transcripts from previous weeks, please visit the page,
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm


http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm

Sunday 22 January 2023 2 The Third Sunday after Epiphany

Introduction and welcome

HYMN 1 Take my life and letitbe (please click on this link to hear the hymn)
Take my life and let itbe (please click for a different interpretation)

The Welcome

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All Amen.

The Lord be with you
All  And also with you.

The Preparation

All  Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.’

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All  Amen. Lord, have mercy.

By the mercies of God,

let us confess our sins and present our bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to him,

which is our spiritual worship:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9speOjVQ3ZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of4l5bTdZ8M
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All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All  Amen.

The Gloria

This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.

All Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.

Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,

You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:

Now your glorious reign begin.


about:blank
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You O Son of God are Holy,

You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’'n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.

With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for the Third Sunday after Epiphany
Almighty God,

whose Son revealed in signs and miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:

renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness

sustain us by your mighty power;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

First reading
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the
latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their
burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have
broken as on the day of Midian. Isaiah 9:1-4

This is the Word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Second reading

A reading from St Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
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[ appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all
of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by
Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I
mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ or ‘I belong to Apollos,” or ‘I belong
to Cephas, or ‘I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for
you? Or were you baptised in the name of Paul?

[ thank God that I baptised none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one
can say that you were baptised in my name. (I did baptise also the household of
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptised anyone else.)

For Christ did not send me to baptise but to proclaim the gospel, and not with
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. For
the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

This is the Word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

HYMN 2 Your word is a lamp unto my feet (click on this link to hear the hymn)

Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
All  Glory to you O Lord.

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun
and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled: ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and
for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From that
time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen.
And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ Immediately
they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat
and their father, and followed him.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npWJZwgmKMo
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Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the
people. Matthew 4:12-23

This is the Gospel of the Lord
All  Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

The reading from Isaiah is excellent THE TWELVE TRIBES
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The second crucial detail that’s not obvious when we
read Isaiah is the way most of Galilee resides in Naph-
tali and Lake Galilee provides one border of that region.

Now read the passage from Isaiah through that lens and

we see that Isaiah is anticipating the ministry of Jesus: gldo ;
‘In the former time he [God] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the
land of Naphtali [because it was taken over by Gentiles] but in the latter time he
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will make glorious the way of the sea [Lake Galilee], the land beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.’ Incidentally,
that’s one of the reasons why Jesus describes himself as the ‘light of the world’. He
is saying that he’s the light prophesied by chapter 9 of Isaiah but has taken it much
wider to include all people, Gentile as well as Jew. That’s why Isaiah goes further
by saying ‘You have multiplied the nation’.

The Church is currently in the season called ‘Epiphany’. An epiphany is a
moment of insight, an instant revelation, when it feels like something explodes in
our mind as we perceive something we did not know before. In the Christian con-
text, it's when God tells us something about Himself, or about discipleship, the
Kingdom, or ourselves.

The season of Epiphany season kicked off a few weeks ago with the wise men,
the Magi, when they saw a supernatural revelation in the form of a star. They were
not Jews, remember, but nevertheless God chose to speak to them before He spoke
to the majority of the Jewish people.

When we take that theme of Epiphany together with the reading from Isaiah, we
see that God is inviting us to widen our vision of how God speaks and to whom.

In the passage, Isaiah next says, ‘The yoke of their burden, and the bar across
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor has been broken.” God, through Isaiah,
is promising to remove burdens—it clearly refers to the burden and consequence
of sin and he is promising to do so for everyone, not just the chosen people. He is
saying forget racial or biological background, Jewish or non-Jewish. It's yet another
revelation, another epiphany. Isaiah is saying that He loves everyone and wants
everyone to know Him. He therefore grants epiphanies to all.

We are a missionary people. We want the world to become better—that’s why
we pray each day saying words from Jesus himself, ‘Your Kingdom come, on earth
as it is in Heaven.” We can preach using words. We can do good works. And we can
ask God to reveal Himself to everyone regardless of who they are, so He can
genuinely be a light to the nations.

And He will appear to us if we ask. He will show Himself to each of us regardless
of background, regardless of what we think we may have done, whether we’re ‘in
crowd’ or not, sinner or not, worthy or not.

So let’s pray for the world, asking that everyone has an epiphany of God.
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The Creed

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist?

All We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

All  We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

All  We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.

All  This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of intercession

We pray that Christ may be seen in the life of the Church.
You have called us into the family

of those who are the children of God.

May our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ

be strengthened by your grace.

Jesus, Lord of the Church,

All  in your mercy hear us.

You have called us to be a temple

where the Holy Spirit can dwell.

Give us clean hands and pure hearts

so that our lives will reflect your holiness.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,

All  in your mercy hear us.
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You have called us to be a light to the world,
so that those in darkness come to you.

May our lives shine as a witness

to the saving grace you have given for all.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,

All  in your mercy hear us.

You have called us to be members of your body,
so that when one suffers, all suffer together.
We ask for your comfort and healing power

to bring hope to those in distress.

Jesus, Lord of the Church,

All  in your mercy hear us.

You have called us to be the Bride,

where you, Lord, are the Bridegroom.
Prepare us for the wedding feast,

where we will be united with you for ever.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,

All  in your mercy hear us.

Jesus, Lord of the Church,

you have called us into fellowship with all your saints.

We unite our prayers with theirs

and ask for grace to serve you with joy

where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for all eternity.

All  Amen.

Merciful Father,

All  accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The peace

Christ is our peace.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new.

The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All  And also with you.
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HYMN 3 Faithfulness (please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below

The Dismissal

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom;
and the blessing of God the Almighty:

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be with you now and remain with you always.

All Amen.

HYMN 4 When the saints go marching in (click on this link to hear the hymn)

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All  In the name of Christ. Amen.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uHeEytocJVY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=advlnJPEbEw
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All  Itis right to give thanks and praise.

Father, you made the world and love your creation.

You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.

His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death.
And so we gladly thank you,

with saints and angels praising you, and saying,

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection

until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:

All Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

All  Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

All Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ

which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.
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All We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.
Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
Almighty Father,
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
may your people,
illumined by your word and sacraments,
shine with the radiance of his glory,
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed
to the ends of the earth;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
All Amen

All Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.



