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Saint George and the dragon

by Dashinvaine.

b [
* The celebration of St George has moved from 23 April because of its proximity to Easter.

St George was probably a soldier living in Palestine in the fourth century. He was martyred at Lydda
in about 304 at the beginning of the Diocletian persecution. He became known as ‘The Great
Martyr’. There were churches in England dedicated to George before the Norman conquest.

The story of his slaying the dragon is probably due to his being mistaken in iconography for St
Michael, himself usually depicted wearing armour; or it may again be a mistaken identity rep-
resenting Perseus’ slaying a sea monster—a myth also associated with the area of Lydda.

George replaced Edward the Confessor as Patron Saint of England following the Crusades, when
returning soldiers brought back with them a renewed cult of St George. Edward IIl made St George
patron of the Order of the Garter, which seems finally to have confirmed his position.

Sermon © Jo Monk.

Liturgy © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.

Prayers of intercession © Education Priest.

Bible readings © the publishers of the NRSV translation.

The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration appear at the end.
The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over each link, press
Ctrl and then return.
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Introduction and welcome

HYMN 1 Praise to the Lord! (please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The Welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All Amen.

The Lord be with you
All  And also with you.

The Preparation

All  Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.’

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All  Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our
sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.

Therefore, let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,

firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments

and to live in love and peace with all.


https://youtu.be/hFV7y3jH8dY
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All

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All

Amen.

The Gloria

This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.

All

Glory be to God in Heaven,

Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,

To creation’s Lord we sing.

Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:

Glory be to God our King.

Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,

You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:

Now your glorious reign begin.

St George


about:blank
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You O Son of God are Holy,

You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’'n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.

With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for St George

God of hosts,

who so kindled the flame of love

in the heart of your servant George

that he bore witness to the risen Lord
by his life and by his death:

give us the same faith and power of love
that we who rejoice in his triumphs
may come to share with him the fullness of the resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

All  Amen.

First reading

A reading from the First Book of Maccabees

Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael believed and were saved from the flame. Daniel,
because of his innocence, was delivered from the mouth of the lions. And so
observe, from generation to generation, that none of those who put their trust in
him will lack strength. Do not fear the words of sinners, for their splendour will
turn into dung and worms. Today they will be exalted, but tomorrow they will not
be found, because they will have returned to the dust, and their plans will have
perished. My children, be courageous and grow strong in the law, for by it you will
gain honour. 1 Maccabees 2:59-64

This is the Word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.
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Second reading

A reading from the Revelation of St John the Divine

War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The
dragon and his angels fought back, but they were defeated, and there was no
longer any place for them in heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, that
ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world
—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, ‘Now have come the salvation
and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Messiah, for
the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, who accuses them day and
night before our God. But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and
by the word of their testimony, for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.
Rejoice then, you heavens and those who dwell therein! But woe to the earth and
the sea, for the devil has come down to you with great wrath, because he knows
that his time is short!” Revelation 12:7-12

This is the Word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

HYMN 2 Sweet hour of prayer (please click on this link to hear the hymn)
Purify my heart (please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Gospel reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John

All  Glory to you O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before
it hated you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own.
Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world—
therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, “Servants
are not greater than their master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute you;
if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they will do all these things to
you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.’

John 15:18-21

This is the Gospel of the Lord
All  Praise to you O Christ.


https://youtu.be/HRrIF30Jn8Q
https://youtu.be/8Yh45tqpw6s
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Sermon

It's St George’s Day. For some people, it’s a chance to wave the national flag and
get patriotic, for others an opportunity to look at the legend of St George and the
dragon and for some, a day to roll their eyes at both!

Today, I want to look at the traditional images of St George: he’s a medieval
knight in shining armour slaying a fearful dragon with a grisly taste for innocent
young women. There is no doubt about what is right or wrong: the dragon is
clearly and irredeemably evil and the only way to stop it is to kill it. The knight’s
job is to act, not to think and not to hesitate. Evil must be destroyed.

Wouldn't it be lovely if life were that simple? If evil came in an instantly recog-
nisable form and we knew that our only job was to destroy it without further delay?

Unfortunately, it’s not like that. Evil comes in all sorts of guises and it’s often
hard to tell right from wrong. ‘And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as
an angel of light’ (2 Corinthians 11:14).

So how do we recognise evil? We find part of the answer in Matthew’s Gospel,
Chapter 7:

Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing,

but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognise
them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?
Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad
fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear
good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognise them.

We are not to judge by appearances, but by the results of a person’s actions. A
politician may come to power on the promise of cutting taxes: but have we thought
about how that will be done before we give them our vote? Are they intending to cut
resources to hospitals, care homes, welfare payments? Are they intending to tax the
rich fairly or just to add to the burden on the poor? What looks good on the surface
may be bad in practice: we need to examine it and come to our own conclusions.
We must look beneath the surface of things and discern the underlying spirits.

Even if we recognise evil and identify it correctly, it’s not always easy to know
what to do about it. The St George of the legend had no doubt: he killed the dragon
on the spot. And if we ever encounter an evil as clear and unmistakeable as that,
so should we. But again, life’s not usually that simple.

When people do wrong, we cannot simply destroy them, because they are people
who have done wrong, not evil entities who are wrong through and through. Jesus’
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message throughout the New Testament is clear: sinners are not to be destroyed
but redeemed.

In Luke, Chapter 9, when Jesus is on his final journey to Jerusalem, he comes to
a Samaritan village where the people refuse to welcome him. ‘When the disciples
James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from
heaven to destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Then he and his
disciples went to another village’ (Lk 9:54-56).

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. Where redemption is possible, He will always
redeem. Look at the ‘good thief’ who was crucified beside Jesus. Even at the last
moment of his life, he was redeemed because he turned away from his sins. Most
people had already decided he was beyond redemption, but not Jesus: and not us,
if we want to follow Jesus as our Saviour.

The love of God does not give up on the sinner and not should we, for ‘Love is
patient, love is kind. ... it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not delightin evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres’ (1 Cor. 13:4-7).

Let’s pray for a love that discerns evil and opposes it but seeks the redemption
of whatever can be redeemed—a love that always hopes and always perseveres
until God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

The Creed

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist?

All We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

All  We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

All  We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
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Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of intercession

For Saint George and all who battled for Christ:
For martyrs known and unknown.

We praise you, O God.

All  We acclaim you as the Lord.

For all whose task it is to battle for truth:
For journalists, scientists and philosophers.
We praise you, O God.

All We acclaim you as the Lord.

For all who battle for justice for the poor, the oppressed and the victimised:
For all who work to free those condemned to death.

We praise you, O God.

All We acclaim you as the Lord.

For all who battle for peace in places of conflict:

For all who restore relationships and bring reconciliation.
We praise you, O God.

All We acclaim you as the Lord.

For those who battle addictions and dependencies:
For all who fight to live freely and unafraid.

We praise you, O God.

All We acclaim you as the Lord.

Merciful Father,

All  accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The peace

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace.
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver

The peace of the Lord be always with you,



Tuesday 26 April 2022 9 St George

All  And also with you.
HYMN 3 This is the day (please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below

The Dismissal

The peace of God which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;

and the blessing

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be with you now and remain with you always.

All Amen.

HYMN 4 Jubilate, everybody! (please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All  In the name of Christ. Amen.


https://youtu.be/zNWkKuj1Hq4
https://youtu.be/ZwSKZeg-8Y0
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All  Itis right to give thanks and praise.

Father, you made the world and love your creation.

You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.

His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death.
And so we gladly thank you,

with saints and angels praising you, and saying,

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

St George
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection

until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:

All Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with George and all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

All  Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

All Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ

which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.

St George
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All

We do not presume

to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,

but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.

But you are the same Lord

whose nature is always to have mercy.

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,

and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.
Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion

God, who gave us this holy meal

in which we have celebrated the glory of the cross

and the victory of your martyr George:

by our communion with Christ

in his saving death and resurrection,

give us with all your saints the courage to conquer evil

and so to share the fruit of the tree of life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All

All

Amen

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.

St George



