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St Patrick

Wednesday 17
March 2021
Patrick was born in Celtic
Cornwall around the year
390 and was captured by
Irish raiders when he was
sixteen years old and taken
to Ireland as a slave. After
six years, he escaped and
seems to have gone to the
Continent. He eventually
found his way back to his
own family, where his uptill-then-nominal Christian
faith grew and matured. He
returned to Gaul and was
there trained as a priest and much influenced by the form of monasticism evolving
under Martin of Tours. When he was in his early forties, he returned to Ireland as
a bishop, and made his base at Armagh, which became the centre of his See.
Patrick evangelised the people by walking all over the island, gently bringing
men and women to a knowledge of Christ. Although he faced fierce opposition and
possible persecution, he continued his missionary journeys. Despite being
unsuccessful in his attempts to establish the diocesan system he had experienced
in Gaul, his monastic foundations proved to be the infrastructure required to
maintain the faith after his death, which occurred on this day in the year 460.

St Patrick

• All the Bible readings come from the New Revised Standard Version.
• The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration
have been included at the end rather than in situ because many following the
service will be in isolation and unable to celebrate the sacrament.
• The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over
each link, press Ctrl and then return.
• To see service transcripts from previous weeks, please visit the page,
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm
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Introduction and welcome
HYMN 1 Be thou my vision

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The Welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All
Amen.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.

The Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the saints in earth
and heaven. Therefore, knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us confess our sins
in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in
love and peace with all.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Gloria
The Gloria is usually omitted in Lent.

The Collect for St Patrick
Almighty God,
who in your providence chose your servant Patrick
to be the apostle of the Irish people:
keep alive in us the fire of the faith he kindled
and strengthen us in our pilgrimage
towards the light of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All
Amen.
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First reading
A reading from the book of the Prophet of Isaiah
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the
rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look
to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I
called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her
desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go
out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the
coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will
wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my
salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.
Listen to me, you who know righteousness, you people who have my teaching in
your hearts; do not fear the reproach of others, and do not be dismayed when they
revile you. For the moth will eat them up like a garment, and the worm will eat them
like wool; but my deliverance will be forever, and my salvation to all generations.
Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord! Awake, as in days of old, the
generations of long ago! Was it not you who cut Rahab in pieces, who pierced the
dragon? Was it not you who dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep; who
made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to cross over? So the ransomed
of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away. Isaiah 51:1–11
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Second reading
A reading from the Revelation of St John the Divine
The angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its
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fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his
name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign for-ever
and ever. Revelation 22:1–5
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.
HYMN 2 Jesus is Lord!

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All
Glory to you O Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of
wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they
will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be
dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the
Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or
what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it
is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother
will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against
parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my
name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you
in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all
the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.’ Matthew 10:16–23
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
St Patrick was a fifth-Century Christian missionary and, later, Bishop of Ireland. He
is a complex character who has come to represent many facets of Irish culture and
is in fact, so overwhelmingly tied to Irish identity, that his story has become interlaced with folklore and tradition, and his feast day, which is celebrated around the
world on 17 March is very much associated with the sense of ‘being Irish’. His
amazing journey took him from shepherd to Bishop with much in between …
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Early medieval tradition calls Patrick the founder of Christianity in Ireland, even
though there is evidence of Christianity already established before he reached the
island. Whatever the truth, Patrick’s remarkable Christian life began when, at the
age of sixteen, and as an unbeliever, he claims to have been abducted by pirates
and held in slavery for six years, when he was made to work as a shepherd. It was
during this time that Patrick first encountered God: he spent his days with the sheep,
praying and strengthening his relationship with God. After six years, he heard a
voice telling him that he would soon be going home, and that his ship was ready.
It cannot have been easy to go to Ireland, which, at that time, was thought of as
being at the ends of civilization—a land of Celts and pagans, of war and violence.
As in our Gospel reading, Patrick must have felt that he was ‘being sent out like a
sheep into the midst of wolves’. God’s call to preach the message of the Gospel in
that setting must have been daunting.
But Patrick was not deterred. He began wandering the land and soon trained
helpers and ordained clergy. He claimed to have converted ‘even the sons of kings’,
setting up a strong church and monastic foundation. He became the first Bishop of
Armagh and tradition has him founding over 300 churches and baptising 100,000
people. He introduced monastic practices and helped to spread Christianity in a
land full of Celtic polytheism.
He was, in many ways, preaching a radical message; not just of Christ and
salvation but encouraging women to become ‘virgins for Christ’ in a culture where
women were held to be little more than possessions; and by preaching the value
of learning and education gained through the reading of the Bible and of other
Christian writers—something that was disregarded at that time.
Patrick is probably best known for his teaching using the shamrock; a threeleafed plant which he used to explain the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity—three persons in one God. Icons and images of Patrick often depict him standing with a cross
in one hand and a shamrock in the other. Look, for example, at the image of a statue
on the front page.
Patrick claimed to have heard God speak to him on several occasions and there
are many miracles attributed to him, from prayers for sustenance (answered in
the form of a herd of wild boar) to the banishment of snakes from the whole land.
There are relics and icons, crosses, and a bell—all of which are linked to Patrick.
But no matter how he is bound up in folklore and mystery, we must never forget
that this was a man who said of the Irish:
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‘Never before did they know of God except to serve idols and
unclean things. But now, they have become the people of the Lord
and are called children of God. The sons and daughters of the
leaders of the Irish are seen to be monks and virgins of Christ’.
We too face a world that worships many things besides God: secular culture and
materialism are all around us so it’s often hard to see how we can spread our faith
when people simply do not want to hear.
The first step is perhaps, like Patrick, to spend time simply being still and
listening to God. Those six years as a shepherd were formative and gave him the
spiritual tools he later used in his ministry. Some of St Patrick’s own prayers can
be helpful as we try to still ourselves before God. You’ll find a copy of his most
famous prayer, his ‘Breastplate’, later in today’s service.
Secondly, we need to be creative in the way we share the Gospel message. Like
Patrick, who used the well-known symbol of the shamrock to convey the wonder
of the Trinity, we need to find signs and symbols in the modern world that speak
to us of God. We have to go to people where they are and find where God is already
working in their lives, rather than impose a model of Church that we may be used
to and comfortable with but that means very little to them.
Thirdly, we must remember that not everyone will listen. Patrick faced much
opposition, as did Jesus and his disciples; and so will we. Our job is to live the Word
of God as Jesus did, and as Patrick tried to follow Him in doing. For ‘the one who
endures to the end will be saved’. Patrick’s faith in this was absolute. Let’s pray for
ours to grow as strong.

The Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
All We believe and trust in him.
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This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers
I arise today
‘St Patrick’s breastplate’
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity,
Through belief in the Threeness,
Through confession of the Oneness
of the Creator of creation.
I arise today
Through the strength of Christ’s birth with His baptism,
Through the strength of His crucifixion with His burial,
Through the strength of His resurrection with His ascension,
Through the strength of His descent for the judgment of doom.
I arise today
Through the strength of the love of cherubim,
In the obedience of angels,
In the service of archangels,
In the hope of resurrection to meet with reward,
In the prayers of patriarchs,
In the predictions of prophets,
In the preaching of apostles,
In the faith of confessors,
In the innocence of holy virgins,
In the deeds of righteous men.
I arise today, through
The strength of heaven,
The light of the sun,
The radiance of the moon,
The splendour of fire,
The speed of lightning,
The swiftness of wind,
The depth of the sea,
The stability of the earth,
The firmness of rock.
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I arise today, through
God’s strength to pilot me,
God’s might to uphold me,
God’s wisdom to guide me,
God’s eye to look before me,
God’s ear to hear me,
God’s word to speak for me,
God’s hand to guard me,
God’s shield to protect me,
God’s host to save me
From snares of devils,
From temptation of vices,
From everyone who shall wish me ill,
afar and near.
I summon today
All these powers between me and those evils,
Against every cruel and merciless power
that may oppose my body and soul,
Against incantations of false prophets,
Against black laws of pagandom,
Against false laws of heretics,
Against craft of idolatry,
Against spells of witches and smiths and wizards,
Against every knowledge that corrupts man’s body and soul;
Christ to shield me today
Against poison, against burning,
Against drowning, against wounding,
So that there may come to me an abundance of reward.
Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
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Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.
I arise today
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity,
Through belief in the Threeness,
Through confession of the Oneness
of the Creator of creation.
Merciful Father,
All
accept this prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The peace
May the God of peace sanctify you:
may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness
that you may be blameless before him
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with his saints.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All
And also with you.
HYMN 3 St Patrick’s breastplate

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below
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The Dismissal
The peace of God which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and mind in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
and the blessing of God the Almighty:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and remain with you always.
All
Amen.
HYMN 4 Jesus paid it all

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
And now we give thanks, most gracious God,
surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses
and glorified in the assembly of your saints.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
We, your holy Church, acclaim you.
In communion with angels and archangels,
and with all who served you on earth and worship you now in heaven,
we raise our voice to proclaim your glory,
for ever praising you and saying:
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with Patrick and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
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We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
Holy Father,
who gathered us here around the table of your Son
to share this meal with the whole household of God:
in that new world where you reveal
the fullness of your peace,
gather people of every race and language
to share with your servant Patrick and all your saints
in the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
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