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As a year, 2022 lies behind me and a new year suddenly looms 
ahead. Like an expanse of pristine snow, 2023 awaits the imprint 
ÏÆ ÍÙ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓȢ )ÔȭÓ ÆÒÅÓÈȟ ÎÅ×ȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÏÌÌÙ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȢ 
 A new year is always an opportunity. The sight of my blank 
diary pages fills me with great hope and optimism. They also 
cause a sense of responsibility and dread. I could fill 2023 with 
good things and admirable plans, but I could also waste it with 
self-centred busyness and achieve nothing. After all, as the Bible 
ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȭ7ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÐÅÒÉÓÈȭ ɉÐroverbs 29:18, AV) 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȭ)Æ ÙÏÕ 
ÁÉÍ ÁÔ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ ÉÔȭȢ   
 In response to the choice between these opposites, I will  
attempt something positive and revisit the concept of a resolution.  
 My resolutions for 2023 are both complicated and simple.  
I want to be a better person. I want to waste less time and spend 
my money more wisely. I want to help more people and make the 
world a better place. I want to be me and not a pretend, play-
acting version of me.  
 And then I realise that all these resolutions centre round me. 
And, for that reason, they exclude the God who can make them 
worth×ÈÉÌÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÌÉËÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ Á ÈÏÕÓÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÒ 
writing a novel without words. Any resolution that excludes God 
cannot make someone into a better person because there is only 
ÏÎÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÒÅȢ  
 So ÍÙ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ςπςσ ÉÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÅȢ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÐÕÔ 
'ÏÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ) ÄÏȢ 4ÈÁÔ ×ÁÙȟ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
resolutions will involve God. I will pray more, of course, and study 
the scriptures. I will look for God in the people I meet.  
 All resolutions are easy to make, more complicated to 
articulate, and can be difficult to live. Luckily, a Godly life does not 
need to be lived alone, because God Himself offers to empower 
the life we live. 
 Wishing you the infinite and holy life that comes from living in 
the Spirit of God. 

PAUL 

  

ìǿƱŢľȢ ầἤạẛ ľƯ áľǢƎǪƉ ĞƻǢǪƉƎǟ 
úƉǿǢǪŢľȢ ẞẛἤẛẛ ľƯ kƻƦȢ =ƻƯƯǿƱƎƻƱ ἼǪľƎŢἽ 
 
úƉũ ƁƎǢǪǷ ĞũŢƱũǪŢľȢ ƻƁ ũľśƉ ƯƻƱǷƉἤ kƻƦȢ =ƻƯƯǿƱƎƻƱ ľǷ
ǷƉũ  ƦũȡľƱŢǢľ ²ǿǢǪƎƱƂ kƻƯũ ƎƱ dƦƻŢȜƎśƣἥ ľǷ ẞẞἤẛẛ ľƯἫ 
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ĝƎśľǢ  

úƉũ äũțŢ DǢ áľǿƦ°ƻƱƣ  
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  Sunday 1 January Sunday 8 January 

Naming of Jesus  The Baptism of Jesus  
First: Numbers 6:22ɀend  First: Isaiah 42:1ɀ9 
Epistle: Galatians 4:4ɀ7 Epistle: Acts 10:34ɀ43 
Gospel: Luke 2:15ɀ21 Gospel: Matthew 3:13ɀend 

Sunday 15 January Sunday 22 January 

Second Sunday of Epiphany  Third Sunday of Epiphany 
First: Isaiah 49:1ɀ7 First: Isaiah 9:1ɀ4 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:1ɀ9  Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10ɀ18 
Gospel: John 1:29ɀ42 Gospel: Matthew 4:12ɀ23 

Sunday 29 January Sunday 5 February  

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany Third Sunday before Lent  
First: 1 Kings 17:8ɀ16 First: Isaiah 58:1ɀ9a 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18ɀend  Epistle: 1 Corinthians 2:1ɀ12 
Gospel: John 2:1ɀ11 Gospel: Matthew 5:13ɀ20 

His parents brought him,  
In obedience to the Law.  
A baby six weeks old,  
To offer thanks and dedicate their son.  
Nothing unusual ɂ  
But for Simeon and Anna,  
Revelation.  

Only mentioned once,  
These two had been around.  
Waiting and watching  
Prayerfully for years,  
Longing to see salvation.  
And patience was rewarded  
When they  saw the Child.  
A moment of recognition  
And they spoke about  
Fulfilment, theirs and his.  
For once old people had the best lines.  

Age does not have to mean  
Diminishment. There may well be  
Constraints, but there is also  
Space and time for patient  
Prayerful growth to  
7ÉÓÄÏÍȭÓ ÆÒÕÉÔÆÕÌÎÅÓÓȢ  
 

Ann Lewin  (inspired by Luke 2:22 ɀ38)  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Beverley Minster  

Ȭ3ÁÙ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ȣ ) ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÏÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ  
*ÅÓÕÓ ÇÏÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÄÅÍÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅ 2ÏÇÅÒ ȣȭ 

(with apologies to Mark 5:1ɀ19) 



  

3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ4ÈÅ 'ÏÄ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÁÎÃÅÓÔÏÒÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÕÐ *ÅÓÕÓȟ  
×ÈÏÍ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÄ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ ÏÎ Á ÔÒÅÅȭ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ωȡχτɊ 
  

Moses said in Deuteronomy 21:συȟ Ȭ!ÎÙÏÎÅ ÈÕÎÇ ÏÎ Á ÔÒÅÅ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÕÒÓÅȭȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÈÏ× 
Jesus dealt with our sins, they remembered this verse and applied it to 
*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏÓÓȢ 0ÁÕÌ ×ÁÓ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÏÏÎ 
after the Crucifixion, probably in the 50s AD, before there was any clear 
ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÔÏÎÅÍÅÎÔȢ "ÕÔ ÉÎ ÅÆÆÅÃÔȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ*ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ 
cursed because He was killed on a tree; therefore His resurrection 
ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ Á ÌÉÆÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÕÒÓÅȭȢ  
 This idea explains why, when St Paul was writing about the Cross, he 
ÏÆÔÅÎ ÓÁÙÓ ȬÔÒÅÅȭ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ȬÃÒÏÓÓȭȢ !ÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ, the idea is not so outlandish. 
The upright part of a Roman cross was often a dead tree with a slot in 
its top into which was slotted the horizontal beam on which the victim 
was nailedɂlike the Greek letter Tau. A crucified man was therefore 
ÑÕÉÔÅ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÌÌÙ ȬÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÏÎ Á ÔÒÅÅȭȢ !ÎÄȟ ÉÎ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÈÅ 
was cursed. 
 St Paul wrote in Greek so those who translated his letters appear to 
ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÃÏÎÖÅÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÔÌÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÉÄÅÁÓȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÅË 
×ÏÒÄ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ ȬÔÒÅÅȭ ÈÅÒÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ xulon, is sometimes translated 
ȭÔÒÅÅȭ ÂÕÔ ÁÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÉÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ Ȭ×ÏÏÄȭ  
 4ÈÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÁÒÅ ×ÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÒÅÉÎÆÏÒÃÅ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÁÒÇÕ-
ments ÂÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÄÉÎÇȟ ÓÏ ÉÎ 3Ô 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ xulon is often 
ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ ȬÔÒÅÅȭ ÂÕÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÓ ÅÌÓÅ×ÈÅÒÅ ÁÓ Ȭ×ÏÏÄȭȢ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȡ 

¶ When Judas took a crowd to arrest Jesus, the Bible says they came 
×ÉÔÈ ȬÓ×ÏÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÕÂÓȭ ɉ-ÁÔÔÈÅ× ςφȡτχɊ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȬÃÌÕÂÓȭ ÉÎ 
Greek is again xulon. This same word appears again in verse 55. 

¶ St Paul constructs a metaphor about the kinds of foundation on 
which we sometimes build our Christian lives. He talks about build-
ÉÎÇ ÏÎ ȬÇÏÌÄȟ ÓÉÌÖÅÒȟ ÐÒÅÃÉÏÕÓ ÓÔÏÎÅÓȟ ×ÏÏÄȟ ÈÁÙȟ ÏÒ ÓÔÒÁ× ȣȭ ɉρ #ÏÒ-
inÔÈÉÁÎÓ σȡρςɊ ×ÈÅÒÅ Ȭ×ÏÏÄȭ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÁÇÁÉÎ xulon. 

¶ In Revelation, St John writes to a Jewish Church in Ephesus and 
ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȭ4Ï ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÃÏÎÑÕÅÒÓȟ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÅÁÔ ÆÒÏÍ 
ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÁÄÉÓÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭ ɉ2ÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ςȡχɊȢ )Î ÔÈÅ 
.Å× (ÅÁÖÅÎ ÁÎÄ .Å× %ÁÒÔÈȟ ×Å ÒÅÁÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ȬÔÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȭ ÂÅÁÒÉÎÇ 
twelve kinds of fruits tÏ ÂÅ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔÅÄ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÏÎÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȬÌÅÁÖÅÓ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÅȭ ×ÅÒÅ ȬÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓȭ ɉ2ÅÖelation 22:2) 
 

He thought this approach would lend greater authority to his 
preaching, but in fact it only resulted in more sprained necks.  

)Î ÅÁÃÈ ÃÁÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȬÔÒÅÅȭ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÓ xulonȢ 4ÈÉÓ ȬÔÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȭ ÉÓ 
again mentioned in Revelation 22:14. 
 

¶ While describing the wealth of the Anti- 
ÃÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ, and its economic  
collapse, we read of gold, silver, pearls,  
precious stones, fine linen, purple, silk,  
scarlet, twine, wood, vessels of ivory or precious  
wood (such as cedar), brass, iron, and marble  
(Revelation 18:22). This time, xulon is always  
ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ Ȭ×ÏÏÄȭȢ  



  

In the Church calendar, we celebrate the first day of the New Year by 
remembering the naming and circumcision of Christ.  
  

The circumcision Jesus was Jewish, and Luke 2:21 suggests his 
parents were devout and followed the Law of Moses, so it was natural 
for them to follow his birth by naming and circumcising the baby on 
ÔÈÅ ÅÉÇÈÔÈ ÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÆÅȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ×Å ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÏÎ ρ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙȢ 
 Before about the seventh century, the Church celebrated 1 January 
ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÅÉÇÈÔÈ ÄÁÙȭ ÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÃÉÓed and then 
received his name.  
 )Ô ×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÉÎ 3ÐÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ 'ÁÕÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ȬÆÅÁÓÔȭȟ ÁÎÄ 
therefore a celebration. These celebrations were directed toward 
Mary and looked backward to Christmas and the birth of Jesus.  
 *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ traditionally been seen as the first time his 
blood was shed, and thus suggests the beginning of his redeeming of 
human-kind. That he could bleed demonstrates that Jesus was  
entirely human, like us; that (via his parents) he consented to be  
circumcised showed his obedience to the Law of the Bible.  
  

The naming *ÅÓÕÓȭÓ ÎÁÍÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅȢ )Î *Å×ÉÓÈ 
thought, the name given to a child was prophetic. In other words, 
ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÃÈÏÓÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÏÕÌ ÉÎ 
a chosen direction. We see something similar in some African cul-
tures today.  

    

 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅ *Å×Ó ÔÏÏË ÓÕÃÈ ÃÁÒÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÃÈÏÏÓÉÎÇ Á ÂÁÂÙȭÓ name. 
Indeed, they believed that giving an inappropriate name could cause a 
ÃÈÉÌÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÉÁÔÅ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÁÔÈȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ *ÏÈÎ ÔÈÅ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ 
seemed to panic when his mother Elizabeth chose the name of John. 
(From within this context the curious story in Luke 1:59ɀ64 makes 
ÍÏÒÅ ÓÅÎÓÅȡ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ :ÅÃÈÁÒÉÁÈ ÏÎÌÙ ÒÅÇÁÉÎÓ ÈÉÓ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÁË 
×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÌÉÓÔÅÎÓ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȢ (ÉÓ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÃÏÉÎÃÉÄÅ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÄÓȡ 
he becomes a prophet in order that his son might also become a 
prophet.) 
 Ȭ*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÅË ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á (ÅÂÒÅ× ÎÁÍÅ Ȭ*ÏÓÈÕÁȭȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
literally  ÍÅÁÎÓ Ȭ4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÓÁÖÅÓȭȢ (Å ÉÓ ÎÁÍÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÇÁÖÅ 
his name to the sixth book of the Old Testament. This book describes 
the chosen people following Joshua into the Promised Land to 
accommodate an explicit promise from God.  
 That Jesus had the same name as the first Joshua is significant: by 
following the new Joshua (Jesus), a new tribe of chosen peopleɂusɂ
can enter safety in a new land. The Lord lets us enter this new and 
spiritual life, which is how we are saved.  
 Within this prophetic mindset, our salvation is wrapped up in the 
ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ reasons why, as Christians, we 
ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÏÕÒ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ Ȭȣ ÉÎ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÎÁÍÅȭȢ 
 

  

Almighty God, whose blessèd  

Son was circumcised in  

obedience to the law for our  

sake and given the Name  

that is above every name: 

give us grace faithfully to bear his Name,  

to worship him in the freedom of  

the Spirit,  

and to proclaim him as the  

Saviour of the world;  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen.  

 
On the eighth day, when it was time to  

circumcise the child, they named him Jesus,  
the name the angel had given him before he 

was conceived (Luke 2:21) 



  

Beginning here we glimpse the Three -in -one; 
The river runs, the cloud s are torn apart,  
The Father speaks, the Spirit and the Son  

Reveal to us the single loving heart  
That beats behind the being of all things  

And calls and keeps and kindles us to light.  
The dove descends, the spirit soars and sings  

Ȭ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÌÏÖîÄȟ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÍÙ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔȦȭ 

In that quick light and life, as water spills  
And streams around the Man  

like quickening rain,  
The voice that made the universe reveals  
The God in Man who makes it new again.  

He calls us too, to step into that river  
To die and rise and live a nd love forever.  

Malcolm Guite  

  

  

  

  

  

4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ Ȭ%ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙȭ ÍÅÁÎÓ Á ÒÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎȟ Á ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 
sudden insight or understanding, when the veil that  
separates us from God suddenly becomes transparent. 
)ÔȭÓ Á ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÓÕÄÄÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÒÅÁÌÉÓÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å 
suddenly sense who God is and gain an insight into His 
love. He allows Himself to become known. He is no longer 
utterly transcendent and becomes immanent.  
 )Î ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅȟ ×Å ÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ Ȭ%ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙȭ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ×ÉÓÅ ÍÅÎ ɉȬÍÁÇÉȭ ÏÒ ËÉÎÇÓɊ ×ÈÏ ÓÅÅË *ÅÓÕÓȢ 
They do so because God allowed them to see a star in the 
heavens which led them to Jesus.  
 Generally the moment of Epiphany comes when a  
soul least expects it and when most needed. Clearly,  
God knows everything and knows when a soul most 
needs the comfort and empowerment that comes  
from an authentic encounter with Himself. 
 No Christian can cause that moment of epiphany to  
occur. It cannot be forced, which is perhaps why such 
moments are rare and treasured. But a life lived close to 
God can promote their arrival. They cannot follow a star 
in the sky nor a road across a desert. But every Christian 
can seek God through prayer and scripture.  
  
The season of Epiphany is an invitation to reflect 
on ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ȬÅÐÉÐÈÁÎÉÅÓȭȟ ÇÌÉÍÐÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÈÏ× 
things really are, which are vouchsafed us in the 
Gospel. The first Sunday of Epiphany is a time to 
reflect ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ ȬÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ ÏÐÅÎÅÄȭ 
at *ÅÓÕÓȭ "ÁÐÔÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ Á ÇÌÉÍÐÓÅ ÏÆ 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit together at the heart of all 
things. The sonnet is a reflection on that mystery.  



  

19 

19 

William Temple was born in 1881 in Exeter, Devon. He was the second 
son of Frederick Temple (1821ɀ1902), born just before his father 
became Archbishop of Canterbury.  
 He graduated from Oxford with a superb degree then stayed in  
Oxford to teach. While still teaching, he was ordained in 1909.  
 Between 1910 and 1914, Temple was Headmaster of Repton Public 
School after which he returned to ministry as a full-time cleric. After a 
short time in Parish life, Temple served first as Bishop of Manchester 
(1921ɀ29), then Archbishop of York (1929ɀ42) and finally as Arch-
bishop of Canterbury (1942ɀ44). 
 Temple was a tireless teacher and preacher. He was also a prolific 
writer. Today, he is perhaps best known for his book Christianity and  
 

Social Order which he published in 1942 soon after becoming 
Archbishop of Canterbury. The book attempted to combine faith 
and socialism: he wanted to create an Anglican social theology 
capable of promoting a just post-war society. He also used it to weld 
together his defence of the working-class movement with economic 
and social reforms. It sold prodigiously and made a huge impact 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÌÅÄ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÔÏ #ÌÅÍÅÎÔ !ÔÔÌÅÅȭÓ ÐÏÓÔ-war Government 
creating the welfare state. 
 William Temple held a dizzying array of other offices, all of which 
were underpinned by his desire to improve Britainɂthe country, 
its people and its national Church. He was the first President 
(1908ɀ1924) of the 7ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ; he was chair-
man of an international and inter-denominational Conference on 
Christian Politics, Economics and Citizenship held in 1924; he 
participated widely in the ecumenical movement that sought to 
bring together the different Christian denominations. He was one 
of the Anglican delegates to the World Conference on Faith and 
Order held in Lausanne in 1927, and helped to prepare and chair 
the second World Conference Faith and Order in Edinburgh 1937. 
He is also noted for being one of the founders of the Council of 
Christians and Jews in 1942. 

 Temple worked tirelessly to bring together the various British 
Churches to support the Education Act of 1944. This same energy led 
him to form the British Council of Churches and help form the World 
Council of Churches. 
 Temple died on 26 October 1944 and remains the last Archbishop 

of Canterbury to have died while in office.  
  

The Church is the only society that exists for 
the benefit of those who are not its members. 
William Temple 
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Names are important. People get upset when their names are 

misspelt, mispronounced or forgotten. Names are also important 

in the Bible, so it usually repays close attention when we look at a 

ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÎÁÍÅȢ 7ÈÙ ÅÌÓÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ 'ÏÄ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ !ÂÒÁÍ ÔÏ 

Abraham (Genesis 17:5), Jacob to Israel (Genesis 32:28), or 

Solomon to Jedidiah (2 Samuel 12:24)?  

 The Jewsɂnot only at the time of Jesus, but for a long, long 

beforehandɂÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÌÙ ÃÌÏÓÅÌÙ ÁÔ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ 

name. That name could never come about as Á ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÏÆ Á ÐÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ 

ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÏÒ ÁÃÃÉÄÅÎÔȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ *Å×Ó ÈÅÌÄ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ 

was prophetic: it not so much predicted their character as 

somehow predetermined ÉÔȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÏÆ *ÏÈÎ ÔÈÅ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptist were amazed (and, we guess, extremely anxious) when 

ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÅÎÔ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÃÕÓÔÏÍ ÔÏ ÃÁÌÌ ÈÉÍ Ȭ*ÏÈÎȭ 

ɉ,ÕËÅ ρȡφσɊȠ ÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÔÁÌÌÙȟ Ȭ*ÏÈÎȭ ÍÅÁÎÓ Ȭ'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÇÒÁÃÉÏÕÓȢȭ !ÎÙ 

ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȬÎÏÔ ÌÏÖÅÄȭ ɉÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ (ÏÓÅÁ 1:6; 2:23) could never 

expect to experience the joy of love, and so on. And think also of 

.ÁÏÍÉ ÉÎÓÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÒ ÎÁÍÅ ÂÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÔÏ Ȭ-ÁÒÁȭɂwhich 

ÍÅÁÎÓ ȬÂÉÔÔÅÒÎÅÓÓȭ ɉ2ÕÔÈ ρȡςπɊ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ ÄÉÅÄȢ  

 It should therefore come as no surprise that the ancient Jews, 

as they thought about their coming Messiah, should have fussed 

(even obsessed) about what his name would be. Think for 

ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÏÆ )ÓÁÉÁÈȭÓ ÐÒÏÐÈÅÓÙȟ Ȭ&ÏÒ ÕÎÔÏ us a child is born, unto us 

a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulders: 

and his name shall be called wonderful, counsellor, the mighty God, 

the everlasting Father, the Prince ÏÆ 0ÅÁÃÅȭ ɉ)ÓÁÉÁÈ ωȡφȟ KJV). And 

ÎÏÔÉÃÅ ÈÏ× ÐÒÅÃÉÓÅ ×ÁÓ 'ÁÂÒÉÅÌȭÓ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ -ÁÒÙȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ 

ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÃÁÌÌ ÈÅÒ ÂÁÂÙ Ȭ9ÅÓÈÕÁȭ ɉ,ÕËÅ ςȡςρɊ ɉ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ Ȭ*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÉÎ 

'ÒÅÅËȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÁÎÓ Ȭ4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÓÁÖÅÓȭɊȢ  

 It goes ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒȢ ! ÎÁÍÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÏ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ×ÈÏÌÅ 

ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÉÔÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÂÏÕÎÄ ÕÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÁÍÅȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ *ÅÓÕÓ ÃÈÏÓÅ 

ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÐÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÔÅÍÐÌÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ Ȭ'ÏÄȭÓ 

ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ ÈÏÌÙȭ ɉ-ÁÔÔÈÅ× φȡωɊȢ )ÔȭÓ Á *Å×ÉÓÈ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ 

very nature is characterised by the concept of holiness. 

 So it was entirely natural that God would choose a name for His 

3ÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÅ ÅÎÁÃÔÅÄȡ Ȭ4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÓÁÖÅÓȭȢ 

 

The Church celebrates the naming and circumcision of Christ 

on 1 January. 



  

 

Let your religion be less of a theory  
and more of a love affair. 

G.K. Chesterton  
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