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As a year, 2022 lies behind me and a new year suddenly loon
ahead.Like an expanse of pristine snow, 2023 awaits the imprint
ITZ£ iU PIATO AT A AAOGET 1T 08 ) 05b
A new year is always aropportunity. The sight of my blank
diary pages fills me with great hope and optimism. They alst
cause a sense of responsibilitand dread. | could fill 2023 with
good things and admirable plansbut | could also waste it with
self-centred busyness and acfeve nothing. After all, as the Bible
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In response to the choice between these oppgies, | will
attempt something positive and revisit the concept of a resolution.

My resolutions for 2023 are both complicated and simple.
| want to be a better person. | want to waste less time and spen
my money more wisely. | want to help more peog and make the
world a better place. | want to be me and not a pretend, play
acting versionof me.

And then | realise that all these resolutions centre round me
And, for that reason, they exclude the God who can make the
worthx EE1 A8 ) 060 1 EEA AOEI AET C
writing a novel without words. Any resolution that excludes God
cannot make someone into a better person because there is on
iITA xAu OF AOAAOA A CiTA DPAO«
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resolutions will involve God.l will pray more, of course, and study
the scriptures. | will look for God in the people | meet.

All resolutions are easyto make, more complicated to
articulate, and can be difficult to live. Luckily, a Godly life does nc
need to be lived alone, because God Himself offers to empow
the life we live.

Wishing you the infinite and holy life that @mes from living in
the Spirit of God.

PAUL



His parents brought him,

In obedience to the Law.

A baby six weeks old,

To offer thanks and dedicate their son.
Nothing unusual ?

But for Simeon and Anna,

Revelation.

Only mentioned once,
These two had been around.
Waiting and watching
Prayerfully for years,
Longing to see salvation.
And patience was rewarded
When they saw the Child.

A moment of recognition
And they spoke about
Fulfilment, theirs and his.
For once old people had the best lines.

Age does not have to mean

Diminishment. There may well be

Constraints, but there is also

Space and time for patient

Prayerful growth to

7TEOAT 1 60 AOOCEOAEOITAOOS
Ann Lewin (inspired by Luke 2:22 z38)

Biblelteadingsifonlanuatyj2023

Sunday 1 January

Naming of Jesus
First: Numbers 6:2%end
Epistle: Galatians 4:47
Gospel: Luke 2:1321

Sunday 15 January

Sunday 8 January

The Baptism of Jesus
First: Isaiah 42:179

Epistle: Acts 10:3443

Gospel: Matthew 3:13end

Sunday 22 January

Second Sunday of Epiphanihird Sunday of Epiphany

First: Isaiah 49:1z7
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:%9
Gospel: John 1:2842

Sunday 29 January

First: Isaiah 9:1z4
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:1%18
Gospel: Matthew 4:1223

Sunday 5 February

Fourth Sunday of fghiany Third Sunday before Lent

First: 1 Kings 17:&16
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:1&end
Gospel: John 2:411

First: Isaiah58:179a
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 2:%12
Gospel: Matthew 5:1320
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(with apologies to Mark 5:1z719)
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Moses said in Deuteronomy 2o v h O! T UT T A
"TA80 AOOOAG68 7EAT OEA EEOOO
Jesus dealt with our sins, theyemembered this verse and applied it tc
*AOOOS8 AAAOGE 11 OEA #01 008 0AO
after the Crucifixion, probably in the 50sAD, before there was any clea
O1 AAOOOAT AET C T &£ OEA 1 01TT1TAIATC
cursed because He was killed on a tree; therefore His resurrectis
OAPOAOAT OAA A 1 EAOCEIC 1T &£ OEAO |

This idea expéins why, when St Paul was writing about the Cross, |
I FOAT OAUO OOOAAG nkideail Aofso butandisk
The upright part of a Roman cross was often a dead tree with a slot
its top into which was slotted the horizontal bearmon which the victim
was nailec? like the Greek letter Tau. A crucified man was therefor
NOEOA 1 EOCAOAT T U OEATCEIC 11T A
was cursed.

St Paul wrote in Greek so those who translated his letters appear
6006CCI A xEAT Ai1 OAUET C OEA 00/
xT OA OOAT 01 AGAA AxdlorQsorelndes teardsiatéd
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1 When Judas took a crowd to arrest Jesus, the Bible says they c:

xEOE OOx1 OAO AT A Al OAOGS j - AOC
Greek is agairxulon. This same word appears again in verse 55.
1 St Paul constructs a metaphor abduthe kinds of foundation on
which we sometimes build our Christian lives. He talks about bui
ETCc 11T OcCiilAh OEI OAOh POAAEI (
NODEEAT O odpcq xEAOMIoOxT 1T Ad EA
1 In Revelation, St John writes to a JewisBhurch in Ephesus an
OAUOh 041 AOGAOQUITA xEIT Ai1T NOA
OEA OOAA T EZ£ I EZA OEAO EO EIT O
Ax (AAOGAT AT A . Ax %AOOEhHh xA
twelve kinds of fruitsti AA EAOOAOOAA AOAO
I £ OEA OOAAGE xAOA OA& O elatberh22:F),

Didlyoulknow?

yl AAAE AAOAh OEAxueBOA EGOODD
again mentioned in Revelation 22:14.
While describing the wealth d the Anti-  /§
AEOEOO0S O ,@ard isfehdmit 1
collapse, we read of gold, silver, pearls,
precious stones, fine linen, purple, silk,
scarlet, twine,wood, vessels of ivory or precious
wood (such as cedar), brass, iron, and marble
(Revelation 18:22). This time,xulonis always
OO0AT 01 AGAA AO Oxi 1 Aés8

He thought this approach would lend greater authority to his
preaching, but in fact it only resulted in more sprained necks.



Mhelnamingiand
circumecisionlofijesus

On the eighth day, when it was time to
circumcise the child, they named him Jesus,
the name the angel had given him before he

was conceived (Luke 2:21)

In the Church calendar, we celebrate the first day of the New Year
remembering the naming and circumcision of Christ.

The circumcision Jesus was Jewish, and Luke 2:21 suggests |
parents were devout and followed the Law of Moses, so it was natur:
for them to follow his birth by naming and circumcising the baby on
OEA AECEOE AAU | £ EEO |1 EEA8 4E

Before about the seventh century, the Church celebrated 1 Janua
AO OEA OAECEOE AAUS8 11 x EEaAdzhe®
received his name.

)y O xAO POT AAAIT U ET 3PAET ATA
therefore a celebration. These celebrations werelirected toward
Mary and looked backward to Christmas and the birth of Jesus.

* AODOOS6 A E O hadifioAaltydEeh seentaditiae first time his

blood was shed, and thus suggests the beginning of his redeeming
human-kind. That he could bleed demonstrates that Jesus we
entirely human, like us; that (via his parents) he consented to be
circumcised $howed his obedience to the Law of the Bible.
The naming * AOOOB8 O 1T AT ET ¢ EAO CORA
thought, the name givento a child was prophetic. In other words,
DAOAT OO AETI OA OEAEOPRAEEOAOGBAT A
a chosen direction. We see something similar in some African eu
tures today.

4EAO06O0 xEU OEA *AxO OI T E OéweE
Indeed, they believed that giving an inappropriate name couldausea
AEEI A O AAOGEAOA EOIi 'TA8O HPAC
seemed to panic when his mother Elizabeth chose the name of Jof
(From within this context the curious story in Luke 159764 makes
iTOA OAT OAq *TET 60 ZEAOEAO : AAE
xEAT EA EETAITU 1 EOCOATO O '"1TA
he becomes a prophet in order that his son might also become
prophet.)

O* AOOOS EODAOOA ACBAAET £ A (AA
literally i AAT O O4EA ,1 OA OAOAOGE8 (A
his name to the sixth book of the Old Testament. This book deies
the chosen people following Joshua into the Promised Land t
accommodatean explicit promise from God.

That Jesus had the same name as the first Joshua is significant:
following the new Joshua (Jesus), a new tribe of chosen peoplas?
can enter safety in a new land. The Lord lets us enter this new ar
spiritual life, which is how we are saved.

Within this prophetic mindset, our salvation is wrapped up in the
TAITA T £ *A0OO8 reasoAsOdm) asiChribtians, Awe
AT 1T Al OAA 1 60 POAUAO xEOE OEA «x

Almighty God, whose blessed
Son was circumcised in
obedience to the law for our
sake and given the Name

that is above every name:

give us grace faithfully to bear his Name,
to worship him in the freedom of
the Spirit,

and to proclaim him as the
Saviour of the world;

who is alve and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.



4EA x1 OA OwWPEDPEAT U8 1|1 AAI
sudden insight or understanding, when the veil tha
separates us from God suddenly becomes transparel
Y080 A T TTATO T &£ OOAAAT
suddenly sense who God is and gain an insight into F
love. He allows Himself to become known. He is no long
utterly transcendent and becomes immaant.

yT OEA "EAIT Ah xA CEOA OE
I £ OEA OEOAA xEOA 1T AT 0O
They do so because God allowed them to see a star in
heavens which led them to Jesus.

Generally the moment of Epiphany comes when
soul least expects it and when most needed. Clear
God knows everything and knows when a soul mo:
needs the comfort and empowerment that come
from an authentic encounter with Himself.

No Christian can cause that moment of epiphany f
occur. It cannot be forced, which is perhaps why suc
moments are rare andireasured. But a life lived close tc
God can promote their arrival. They cannot follow a ste
in the sky nor a road across a deserBut every Christian
can seek God through prayer and scripture.

The season of Epiphany is an invitation to reflect

on OEA T ATU T EOOI A OAPEDE
things really are, which are vouchsafed us in the
Gospel. The first Sunday of Epiphany is a time to
reflect T T OEA 111 AT O xEAT OC
at* AOOOS " APOEOI AT A xA x
Father, Son and Holy Spirit together at the heart of all
things. The sonnet is a reflection on that mystery.

Epiphanies

Beginning here we glimpse the Three -in-one;
The river runs, the cloud s are torn apart,
The Father speaks, the Spirit and the Son

Reveal to us the single loving heart

That beats behind the being of all things

And calls and keeps and kindles us to light.
The dove descends, the spirit soars and sings
691 6 AOA AAITN Wi Ak

In that quick light and life, as water spills
And streams around the Man

like quickening rain,

The voice that made the universe reveals
The God in Man who makes it new again.
He calls us too, to step into that river
To die and rise and live a nd love forever.

Malcolm Guite



William Temple was born in 1881 in Exeter, Devon. He was the seco Temple worked tirelessly to bring together the variows British

son of Frederick Temple (182%1902), born just before his father Churches to support the Education Act of 1944. This same energy |

became Archbishop of Canterbury. him to form the British Council of Churches and help form the Worl
He graduated from Oxford with a superb degree then stayed Council of Churches.

Oxford to teach. While still teaching, hevas ordained in 1909. Temple died on 26 October 1944 and remains the last Archbishc
Between 1910 and 1914, Temple was Headmaster of Repton Put of Canterbury to have die while in office.

School after which he returned to ministry as a fultime cleric. After a
short time in Parish life, Temple served first as Bishop of Manchest

(1_921(29), then Archbistop of York (192%42) and finally as Arch The ChurCh iS the Only SOCiety that eXiStS

bishop of Canterbury (194244). the benefit of those who are not its memb
Temple was a tireless teacher and preacher. He was also a prol .

writer. Today, he is perhaps best known for his boolChristianity and William Temple

Social Orderwhich he published in 1942 soon after becoming
Archbishop of Canterbury. The book attempted to combine faith
and socialism: he wanted to create an Anglican social theolog
capable of promoting a just postvar society. He also used it to weld
together hisdefence of the workingclass movement with economic
and social reforms. It sold prodigiously and made a huge impact
xEEAE [T AA AEOAAOQOI U &iar GoverAreAtl
creating the welfare state.

William Temple held a dizzying array of other offics, all of which
were underpinned by his desire to improve Britaire the country,
its people and its national Church. He was the first President
(190871924) ofthe7 T OEAOOS %A OA A hEwabchalr-
man of an international and interdenominational Conference on
Christian Politics, Economics and Citizenship held in 192%e
participated widely in the ecumenical movement that sought to
bring together the different Christian denominations. He was one
of the Anglican delegates to the World ConferencenoFaith and
Order held in Lausanne in 1927, and helped to prepare and chai
the second World Conference Faith and Order in Edinrgh 1937.
He is also noted for being one of the founders of the Council o
Christians and Jews in 1942,

WilliamjiTemple




Names are important. People get upset when their names a ItgoesEOO0OEAO8 ! T AT A xAO O E

misspelt, mispronounced or forgotten. Names are also importar PDAOOI T Al EOU AT O1 A AA AT OT A OB

in the Bible, so it usually repays close attention when we look at 01 O1 AAOPET EEO OAiI bl AOGA 1T E

DAOOI 160 TAIT A8 7EU Al OA x1 Ol TAiA EO ETIT UG j-AOOEAXx ¢odwQs

Abraham (Genesis 17:5), Jacob to Israel (Genesis 32:28), very nature is characterised by the concept of holiness.

Solomon to Jedidiah (2 Samuel 12:24)? So it was entirely natural that God would choose a name for -
The Jews not only at the time of Jesus, but for a long, lor 31T OEAO POAAEAOAA OEA OAI OAO

beforehande AT x AUO 11T EAA A@OOAI Al

name. That name could never come aboutds | AOOA O 1 The Church celebrates the naming and circumcision of Christ

AETEAA 1T O AAAEAAT Oh AAAAOGOA on 1 January.

was prophetic. it not so much predicted their character a:
somehow predeterminedE 08 4EAO8O0 xEU Of

W hatisiinfalname

Baptist were amazed (and, we guess, extreaty anxious) when
EEO EZAOEAO xAT O ACAET 6O OEOO
i, OEA pdoeoqn ETAEAAT OAI T UR
PAOOI T AAIT AA O OL6| 228)Adulll nejet
expect to experience the joy of love, anslb on. And think also o
.ATT E ET OEOOETI ¢ OEAO EAO whichA
i AAT O OAEOOAOT AOGOGS j 200E pdqc

It should therefore come as no surprise that the ancient Jew
as they thought about theircoming Messiah, should haw fussed
(even obsessed) about what his name would be. Think fi
AgAil p1 A 1T £ ) OAE AE @@ chitdisib@rk dntd U
a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulde
and his name shall be calledionderful, counsellor, the michty God,
the everlasting Father, the Princd £ 0 AAA A& Kkij).)AGH
TTOEAA Ei x DPOAAEOA xAO ' AAOI
OET 61 A AAI1T EAO AAAU O0O9AO0ED
" OARER AT A TAAT O O4EA 1T O0OA O
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ThekmarksgofitheChurch

There are many ways of defining a Church. One of the simpler checklists
appears near the end of the Nicene Creed. This list has four entries
which we often call ‘the marks of the Church’.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

We call this fourfold list the ‘marks of the Church’. Any true Church is:

One In God’s eyes, Church denominations are irrelevant: there is only
one Church, of which all members of all congregations are a valid part,
provided they seek to abide by the other marks of the Church, as below.
A denomination is clearly far from being true to God if it says it alone
is the Church.

Holy The Church is at its most authentic when it genuinely seeks to
live as God demands. So it will be holy. This holiness literally means
‘apart-ness,” meaning the Church should never succumb to the
temptation to be like the culture in which it finds itself. It must be
different.

Catholic This word means literally ‘all-embracing’ and follows from
the first point: the true Church has a common mission and doctrine
which act as unifying themes. In this context, then, ‘catholic’ does not
mean anything to do with the Roman Catholic denomination, which
did not even exist when the Church’s creeds were being written.
Rather, it describes the unifying nature of faith such that, when true

Let your religion be less of a theory

and more of a love affair.
G.K. Chesterton



