
  

Suggested  
donation  

50p 



 
 
 
  

  

ìǿƱŢľȢ ẞẞἤẛẛ ľƯ áľǢƎǪƉ ĞƻǢǪƉƎǟ 
ĞũŢƱũǪŢľȢ ấἤẛẛ ǟƯ cľƯƎƦȢ =ƻƯƯǿƱƎƻƱ 

<ľǟǷƎǪƯǪ ľƱŢ ƯľǢǢƎľƂũǪ ŚȢ ľǢǢľƱƂũƯũƱǷ ȜƎǷƉ ǷƉũ ĝƎśľǢἫ 

áƦũľǪũ ǪǿŚƯƎǷ ƎǷũƯǪ ƁƻǢ ǷƉũcũŚǢǿľǢȢƯľƂľȬƎƱũ ŚȢ ẞả 
¢ľƱǿľǢȢἫ Ĥƻǿ śľƱ ũὉƯľƎƦƁȷƦũǪ Ƿƻ ǟľǿƦƯƻƱƣẞẞẞῇƂƯľƎƦἫśƻƯ 
  

ĝƎśľǢ  
úƉũ äũțŢ DǢ áľǿƦ °ƻƱƣ  
ìǷ <ľǢƱľŚľǪὛ ĝƎśľǢľƂũἥ  ǢǿƱŢũƦ ìǷǢũũǷἥ ½ƦŢƉľƯ ½¦Ả ẞ²¦ 
úἤ ἼẛẞẤẞἽ ẤẠẢ ấấẛẦ ľƱŢ Lἤ ǟľǿƦƯƻƱƣẞẞẞῇƂƯľƎƦἫśƻƯ 
 
  

 ǪǪƎǪǷľƱǷ =ǿǢľǷũǪ  
úƉũ äũțŢ DũƱƎǪũ ½ȜũƱ ἼĝƎśľǢ ƻƁ ìǷ úƉƻƯľǪὛ =ƉǿǢśƉ °ƻƻǢǪƎŢũἽ 
úũƦἤ ἼẛẞẤẞἽ ẤảẠ ẛẠầẠ ľƱŢ Lἤ ǷƉũǢũțŢἫŢƻȜũƱῇȢľƉƻƻἫśƻἫǿƣ 
úƉũ äũțŢ ¢ľƱũ kȢŢũ  
úũƦἤ ἼẛấấạẢἽ ẦẦẤ Ầầạ ľƱŢ Lἤ ƠľƱũƉȢŢũẞẛῇƉƻǷƯľƎƦἫśƻƯ 
  

Wardens 
Val Crane  (0161) 628 4977 
John Wolstencroft (0161) 620 2401 

  

Readers   

Ruth Lees (emeritus) (0161) 624 0777 
Rosie Kingham  (0161) 652 4265 

  

 Organist  Rosie Kingham  (0161) 652 4265 

 Administrator  Sarah Gura (07843) 178 762 

 Church Secretary Lynne Schofield (07804) 094 457 

 Church Treasurer Vicky Heaton  (07906) 077 058 

 Gift-aid Secretary Vicky Heaton  (07906) 077 058 

 Parish Hall Manager  Naomi Parkes  (07907) 410 606 

 Sunday School  Yolanda Ryder 

 Rainbows   Sarah Wilson and Natalie Morris 

 Brownies   Val Lees and Moira Belcher 

 Guides   Karen and Lisa Cannon 
 Beavers and Cubs Lee Thompson (07907) 907 354 
 Scouts Mark Dickinson (07976) 666 512  

   

We start another a New Year. Most of us were planning for 
2021 to be the year in which we restarted life after the 
ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃȢ )Ô ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ×ÁÓÎȭÔȢ )Ô ÍÉÇÈÔ ÆÅÅÌ ÌÉËÅ ÏÕÒ ÐÌÁÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ 
wasted or maybe that we got it wrong. We may feel angry or 
just too exhausted to plan ahead for possibly yet more 
uncertainty.  
 0ÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÕÉÌÄ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÐÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÏÎ Á 
different kind of certainty that cannot depend on Covid, or 
politics, or health, or weather, or on anything capable of 
change. We need to build on sure foundations.  
 Christians are wise to build their lives on a relationship 
with God. They do so because He never changes. He does not 
age or stop being there for us. He loves us and His love will 
never diminish. He is always present when we speak to Him 
ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÐÕÔ ÕÓ ÏÆÆ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÈÁÓÅÓ ÌÉËÅȟ Ȭ3ÐÅÁË ÌÁÔÅÒ ȣȭ ÏÒ 
ÅÖÅÎ Ȭ#ÁÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÂÏÔÈÅÒÅÄȦȭ 
 We need to find sound foundations because we need to 
grow. We do so in order to build the Kingdom of God. 
 One word for wanting to build on a sure foundation is 
ȬÈÏÐÅȢȭ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÈÏÐÅ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ Á ÓÅÎÔÉÍÅÎÔ 
or idea. A true hope always wants to grow and express itself 
in works of love and charity. For a Christian, therefore, hope 
means something we work toward using God as a foun-
ÄÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÈÒÁÓÅ ȬÈÏpe for salÖÁÔÉÏÎȭ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ 
this context.  
 Our hope in God needs to grow and develop. Perhaps 
ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ *ÅÓÕÓ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÐÁÒÁÂÌÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇȢ (Å 
certainly performed miracles involving growth like feeding 
thousands from a few loaves and fish and multiplying wine 
at a wedding party. These actions of growth fed and 
addressed need.  

 The best way for hope to grow is to ask God what it is that 
He wants us to do that improves the world. If the vision is 
genuine then He will help and, indeed, will supply the 
spiritual materials. So keep praying!  
  

With prayers as we hope for a better world: 
 

 PAUL 



 

  
Sunday 2 January Sunday 9 January 

Covenant Service  The Baptism of Christ  
First: Jeremiah 31:7ɀ14 First: Isaiah 43:1ɀ7 

Epistle: Ephesians 1:3-14 Epistle: Acts 8:14ɀ17 

Gospel: John 1:1, 10ɀ18 Gospel: Luke 3:15ɀ17, 21ɀ22 

Sunday 16 January Sunday 23 January 

Second Sunday of Epiphany  Third Sunday of Epiphany  
First: Isaiah 62:1ɀ5 First: Nehemiah 8:1ɀ3, 5ɀ6, 8ɀ10 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:1ɀ11 Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:12ɀ31a 

Gospel: John 2:1ɀ11 Gospel: Luke 4:14ɀ21 

Sunday 30 January Sunday 2 February  

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany  Fourth Sunday before Lent 
First: Ezekiel 43:27ɂ44:4 First: Isiah 6:1ɀ8 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 13:1ɀ13 Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:1ɀ11 

Gospel: Luke 2:22ɀ40 Gospel: Luke 5:1ɀ11 

  
  

  
Christian funeral  
Thursday 16 December Roy Hannan, at Waterhead Church followed by  

a committal at Greenacres Cemetery. 
Friday 17 December  Phyllis Whitby , at Oldham Crematorium. 
Monday 20 December Michael Lloyd , at St Barnabas Church followed  

by a committal at Greenacres Cemetery. 
  

  

  

Sunday 2 January  11:00 am: Annual  Covenant service which 
occurs during the liturgy of the first Sunday 
of the year.  

Saturday 5 March 10:00ɀ11:00 am: #ÏÕÎÃÉÌÌÏÒÓȭ 3ÕÒÇÅÒÙ at  
3Ô "ÁÒÎÁÂÁÓȭ #ÈÕÒÃÈȢ  

  

 Thanks to ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÅ ςπςρ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÒÁÆÆÌÅÓ 
raised £165. Many thanks to everyone for their donations and to 
everyone bought tickets.  
  

The Manchester Guardian Society Charitable Trust has awarded the 
Church £2000 to improve the kitchen in the Hall. Thank you! 
  

(answers to the page below) 

4ÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÉÓÔ Ȭ0ÒÉÎ-
cipal feasÔÓȭȢ 0ÁÌÍ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÁÎÓÆÉÇÕÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÓ 
so they belong are at the end of the list. The Church of England then 
ranks the feasts as follows, though some lists differ:  
 

Easter Day > Good Friday > Pentecost > Maundy Thursday > Christmas 
Day > All Saints Day >> Palm Sunday = Transfiguration. 
  
  

(answers to the page below) 

1 = Stole  2 = Alb 
3 = Chasuble 4 = Cassock  5 = Surplice  
  

A = Ascension Day (Jesus looks like he is floating above the ground). 
" Ѐ 0ÅÎÔÅÃÏÓÔ ɉÁÌÓÏ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȭ7ÈÉÔȭɊ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ Á ÄÏÖÅ ÉÓ ÄÅÓÃÅÎÄÉÎÇȢ 
C = All Saints Day (it shows people from all ages and all backgrounds). 
  
 



  

 

)ȭÖÅ ÂÅÇÕÎ ÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅ ÔÈÉÓ ɉÍÙ ÆÉÎÁÌɊ Ȭ#ÕÒÁÔÅȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒȭ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÔÉÍÅÓȢ (Ï× 
does one adequately sum up, in relatively few words, three and a half 
years as a member of the St Barnabas/Holy Trinity family?  
 As soon as I arrived, I knew I was going to find a happy home in 
Oldham; both churches had a warm and friendly atmosphere, and my 
new Training Incumbent was both welcoming and encouraging as I took 
my first steps in leading services, preaching and in pastoral ministry in 
the parishes. 
 I enjoyed the Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesday services, the visits to 
Moor Haven Care Home, the Scripture Breakfasts at St Barnabas and 
ÊÏÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȭ#ÒÁÆÔ #ÌÕÂÂÅÒÓȭ ÏÎ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇÓ ÁÔ 7ÁÔÅÒÈÅÁÄȢ ) ÍÁÄÅ 
bacon butties, helped at the Food Co-operative, joined the quiz nights 
at Waterhead (our team won twice!) and the various faith lunches at 
both churches. I was looking forward to developing new mission 
initiatÉÖÅÓ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÉÎÇ Á Ȭ3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆ 0ÒÁÙÅÒȭ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÏÍÅ 
ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ȣ ÔÈÅÎ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÓÔÏÐÐÅÄȦ 
 Obviously the last twenty two months have been difficult as many 
ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÃÁÌÅÄ ÂÁÃËȢ )ÔȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ 
been able to resume pastoral visiting but presently those are, again, on 
ÈÏÌÄȢ "ÕÔ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ Ä×ÅÌÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÇÁÔÉÖÅÓ ȣ ÂÅÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÈÁÓ 
brought tremendous joys. 
 4ÈÅ ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅ ÏÆ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ %ÕÃÈÁÒÉÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ȣ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ 
ÔÏ ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ȣ ÐÒÁÙÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ȣ 
ÌÅÎÄÉÎÇ Á ÌÉÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÅÁÒ ÉÎ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÉÍÅÓ ȣ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÙÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÏÒÒÏ×Ó ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ȣ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ȣ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÏÄ ȣ ÁÎÄȟ ÎÏÔ ÌÅÁÓÔȟ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ 
awfully corny jokes! Of course, I shall miss you all, but the time is right 
to move on; to try new things, with new people closer to home. 
 The parishes I go to are right in the centre of Middleton, where I live, 
and encompass two church primary schools, two non-denominational 
primary schools and a high school. Middleton shopping centre, the 
ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ -ÉÄÄÌÅÔÏÎ !ÒÅÎÁ ÁÎÄ Á ÇÏÌÆ ÃÌÕÂ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ 
our boundaries. As I shop, stop for a coffee and generally go about my 
ÄÁÉÌÙ ÌÉÆÅ ɉ) ÃÁÌÌ ÉÔ ȬÐÏÔÔÅÒÉÎÇȭɊȟ )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌË ) ÓÅÅË 
to serve and I hope there will be opportunities to forge new 
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ȬÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÏÆȭ ÓÏ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÁËȢ  
 In leaving, I have the pattern of St Barnabas before me (not that I am 
ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÎÇȦɊȢ (Å ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ȣ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ 3Ô 0ÁÕÌ  
 

ȣ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÌÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ to community, spreading the Gospel and 
overseeing Christian living wherever they went. They did not put roots 
down in any one place.  
 In years gone by, a minister may have stayed for many years at one 
church (this certainly happened in the past at Holy Trinity) but 
nowadays, clergy only exceptionally stay for a life-time. 
 -ÏÖÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÃÁÎ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÅÔÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ȣ ÆÏÒ Á ÒÅ-examination 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȭ×ÈÁÔÓ ÁÎÙ ×ÈÙÓȭ ÏÆ Á ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÐÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ȣ ÆÏÒ ÎÅ× ÅÙÅÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ Á ÎÅ× ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ȣ ÎÅ× ×ÁÙÓ ÏÆ ȬÂÅÉÎÇȭ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ I will be  
licensed alongside a new Vicar for the Middleton parishes. Together 
with those we serve, we can take a good look at how the churches might 
better serve the community within and without at a (hopefully soon) 
post-pandemic time and at the very dawn of a new era of local churches 
ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÓ Ȭ-ÉÓÓÉÏÎ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȭȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÎÅ× ÄÉÏcesan arrange-
ments will be a new era for you too as you explore ways to be the people 
of God in a wider context; a lot of what we will be doing must be 
underpinned by a great deal of prayer and a willingness to be proactive 
and positive. 
 If I were able to have three wishes for your (and my) future they 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅȡ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÎ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ×ÁÌË ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄ ȣ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÎÅ× 
and exciting opportunities to share the love ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ȣ ÁÎÄȟ 
with the involvement of more folk from the pews, for our churches to 
flourish and grow. 
 4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙȢ !ÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ȣ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ 
ÂÅÅÎ ȣ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ× ÓÁÆÅÌÙ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÙ ÏÆ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ 
me as I travel on. I wish you every joy and success for the future (and a 
ÈÁÐÐÙ ρχυÔÈ ÆÏÒ (ÏÌÙ 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙɊȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÍÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓ ȣ 
ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÅȢ  
  

Revd Jane 



  

Blessed are you 
who bear the light 
in unbearable times, 
who testify 
to its endurance 
amid the unendurable, 
who bear witness 
to its persistence 
when everything seems 
in shadow 
and grief. 
  

Blessed are you 
in whom 
the light lives, 
in whom 
the brightness blazesɂ 
your heart 
a chapel, 
an altar where 
in the deepest night 
can be seen 
the fire that 
shines forth in you 
in unaccountable faith, 
in stubborn hope, 
in love that illumines 
every broken thing 
it finds. 

© Jan Richardson  
from Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons 

  

 

 

Our curate, Jane Hyde, joined us in the summer of 2018 and will leave 
us in the early days of 2022. She will serve two Churches in Middleton: 
!ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓ 2ÈÏÄÅÓ ɉÔÏÐɊ ÁÎÄ 3Ô -ÉÃÈÁÅÌȭÓ 4Ïnge-cum-Alkrington 
(bottom).  
 7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÍÉÓÓ ÈÅÒ ÇÒÅÁÔÌÙȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÓÈ ÈÅÒ ÁÌÌ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓȢ 
 *ÁÎÅȭÓ ÌÁÓÔ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ς *ÁÎÕÁÒÙȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ Á 
collection to buy a gift by which she can remember us. Please give any 
monies to Paul or one of the Church Wardens, thank you.  



  

The church has its own distinctive calendar, just like schools, tax 
ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÅÓȢ 7Å ÏÆÔÅÎ ÃÁÌÌ ÉÔ ȬÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ 
ÙÅÁÒȢȭ )Ô ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ÏÎ !ÄÖÅÎÔ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÃÃÕÒÓ ÅØÁÃÔÌÙ ÆÏÕÒ 3ÕÎÄÁÙÓ 
before Christmas. The last Sunday of the year is ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȭ#ÈÒÉÓÔ ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇȭȢ 

Naming the festivals 
7Å ÏÆÔÅÎ ÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ Ȭ&ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌȭ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ 
ÙÅÁÒȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔȟ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ Ȭ&ÅÁÓÔ $ÁÙÓȟȭ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÆÏÌË ÁÔÅ 
meat when it was otherwise too expensive.  
 The language of the church year governs much of the following 
ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎȢ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÄÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÙÌÌÁÂÌÅ ȬɀÔÉÄÅȭ ÔÏ 
the name of a season named after a Feast Day.  
¶ Christmastide is the time between Christmas Day and Epiphany. 
¶ Eastertide is the forty-day period from Easter Day to Ascension Day. 

In the context of church festivals and holy days, it is common to speak 
ÏÆ ÁÎ ȬÏÃÔÁÖÅȟȭ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÉÇÈÔ ÄÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÔÁÒÔ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ 
holy day. For example, the octave of Easter are the eight days bounded 
by Easter Day and the following Sunday. 

Fixed feasts 
Some events in the church year always occur on the same date each 
year. The obvious example is Christmas Day which always falls on 25 
December, whatever the day of the week. The overwhelming majority 
of saiÎÔÓȭ ÄÁÙÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÉØÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ×ÁÙȢ /ÔÈÅÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅȡ 
¶ Epiphany, celebrating the Wise Men seeing Jesus (6 January) 
¶ The Feast of the Transfiguration (6 August) 
¶ Holy Cross Day (14 September) 
¶ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ $ÁÙ ɉρ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒɊ 

The principal feasts  
We call thÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÄÁÔÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÙÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ȬÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ 
ÆÅÁÓÔÓȭȢ 3ÏÍÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÆÒÏÍ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ 0ÅÎÔÅÃÏÓÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÏÃÃÕÒÓ 
ten days after Ascension Day, and fifty days after Easter.  
 While secular Britain may consider that Christmas is the most 
impor tant day of the church year, in fact Christmas has never been the 
principal Christian feast.  
 Interestingly, this order has changed over the years ... and often. In 
  

the earliest days of the Church, Epiphany was the most important day 
because it celebrates the sharing of the Gospel with Gentiles (non-Jews) 
and a great many of the first Christians converts were Gentiles.  
 It is also important to note how different Church denominations dis-
agree over this list. The Greek Orthodox Church, for example, considers 
ÔÈÅ 4ÒÁÎÓÆÉÇÕÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÖÉÔÁÌÌÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ȣ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ-
mas. The Roman Catholic Church, by contrast, celebrates the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary whereas many Anglicans do not even 
recognise it. 
 Look at the list on page 10 and decide what you think the order 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅȢ 4ÈÅ !ÎÇÌÉÃÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÓ ÏÎ ÐÁÇÅ σρȢ 

The colours of the Church year 
There are several seasons of the church year. From the earliest times, 
the church has followed the events of the Christian year with different 
outward expressions. One of the more conspicuous is the so-called 
liturgical colour: we use different colours on the altar frontal, lectern 
cloth and clergy robes. These colours are described on page 15.  



  

 

  !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ $ÁÙ     

      

Ascension Day     

      

Christmas Day     

      

Easter Day     

      

Good Friday     

      

Maundy Thursday      

      

Palm Sunday     

      

Pentecost     

      

The Transfiguration      

      

Trinity Sunday      

The church has its 
own calendar, just 
like schools, 
governments, and 
businesses. We call 
it the  
Liturgical Year or 
Church Year. 
 
 
 
 
 

Arrange the  
following 
Church days 
in order of  
decreasing  
importance, 
from 1 to 10.  

WHITE or GOLD indicates joy and purity, and is worn for: ɀ 

¶ Christian festivals centred on Jesus such as Christmas, Easter,  
Ascension Day, and the Transfiguration.  

¶ The festivals of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
¶ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ $ÁÙ ɉρ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒɊ ÁÎÄ 3ÁÉÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏÔ martyred.  
 

RED represents the colour of blood and flame. Red is the liturgical colour for,  

¶ Martyrs ɂ men and women who were killed for being a Christian. 
¶ Festivals of the Holy Spirit, so Pentecost and confirmation. 
¶ Festivals of the Cross such as Good Friday and Holy Cross Day. 
¶ The feast of Christ the King (the last Sunday before Advent). 
 

VIOLET is worn during Advent (and some churches use violet during Lent).  

¶ Until recently, only royalty wore purple, so the use of this colour points toward  
the royalty of Jesus. The second coming of Jesus (as King) is emphasised at  
Advent. 

¶ Violet / purple is sometimes worn at funerals because its use represents the 
colour of penitence and mourning. 

  

GREEN for the rest of the year .  
Green represents creation, ÒÅÍÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÍÁÄÅ ÕÓ ȣ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÄÅ ÕÓ ÇÏÏÄȢ 

 

Sack cloth /ÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÕÓÅ ÓÁÃË ÃÌÏÔÈ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ,ÅÎÔȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȭ,ÅÎÔ ÁÒÒÁÙȢȭ  
)ÔȭÓ Á ÐÁÌÅ ÂÒÏ×Î ÉÎ ÃÏÌÏÕÒȟ ×ÉÄÅ weave in texture, so it can feel itchy to wear. 

  
 
 
 

 



 

  

 

All these words relate to days and seasons in 
the Church year.  
  

Advent, All Saints, Annunciation, Ascension, Ash Wednesday,  
Assumption, Christmas, Christmastide, Corpus Christi,. Double Rite, 
Easter Sunday, Ember Days, Epiphany, Feasts, Good Friday, Holy  
Family, Holy Thursday, Holy Week, Lent, Octaves, Palm Sunday,  
Passiontide, Pentecost, Purification, Qunquagesima, Rogation Days, 
Rosary, Second Class, Septuagesima, Sexagesima, Temporal, Trinity 
Sunday, Vigils, Whit Sunday.  

 

I made a covenant with my hands not to be reaching  
for love and praise which once were all my light.  
These are for Christ by the most utter right.  

I made a covenant with my tongue not to be speaking  
of aught that draws me from the Word apart,  
much less to interpret Him in my heart.  

I made a covenant with my eyes not to be watching  
to see what beauty might come down to me.  
Christ is my beauty; Him alone I see.  

I made a covenant with my heart never and nowhere  
to be admitting any lover but Him. I take for witnesses the 
Seraphim. 

This is the document I have been writing 
in painful letters for these many years 
with shame and failure and a yield of tears.  

I made two copies for my own protection: 
one to be carried, ready to unroll,  
one to post up on gates outside my soul.  

Jessica Powers OCD 
  



 
  

 

A  

B  

C  

)ÍÁÇÉÎÅ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ Á ÃÈÁÓÕÂÌÅ 
for celebrating Harvest Festival. Draw it here.  

2  3  

4  

1  

5  

Can you name 
these clothes? 

  
1ɀ3 Vestments worn  

by a priest. 
  
4ɀ5 Vestments worn 

by priests, choirs,  
servers, Lay Readers 

  
Answers on page 31 

AɀC What  
occasions in the 
Church year do 
these designs  
imply?  



 
  

Dates Hebrews must have been written before the destruction of  
Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 AD because:  
1. If it had been written after this date, the author would surely have 
ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ 4ÅÍÐÌÅȭÓ ÄÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÓÁÃ-
rificial system. It would proved his point if they had ceased 

2. The author uses the present tense when speaking of the Temple and 
priestly activities..  

  

4ÈÉÓ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÂÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ ȬÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÅÂÒÅ×Óȭ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ 
because its authors wanted to address Jewish Christians.  
  As early as the end of the second century, the church in Alexandria in 
Egypt accepted Hebrews as a letter of Paul, and that became the view 
commonly held in the East.  

Author unlike most of the letters in the New Testament, it has no address 
so no author is mentioned, although he was obviously well known to 
those first recipients. In Greek manuscripts, Hebrews was usually 
attached to collections of letters by St Paul, perhaps because the reference 
to Timothy (13:23) suggests connections to St Paul and his assistants.  
 4ÈÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒȭÓ ÁÕÄÉÅÎÃÅȟ ÉÔÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ (ÅÂÒÅ×Ó 
is even a letter have long been disputed. There is no agreement on the 
suggested authors who include Barnabas, Apollos, Priscilla, and Aquila.  
 The Greek of the letter is in many ways the best in the New Testament, 
which might simply point to a supremely competent scribe.  

Themes The author saw the addressees in danger of apostasy from 
their Christian faith. This danger was due not to any persecution from 
outsiders but to a weariness with the demands of Christian life and a 
growing indifference to their calling (2:1; 4:14; 6:1ɀ12; 10:23ɀ32).   

  

More information  
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/0  
https://biblescripture.net/Hebrews.html  
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/  
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Letter -to-the-Hebrews  

 4ÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÍÁÉÎ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓ 
(chapters 3ɀ10). The author does not develop this theme for its own 
ÓÁËÅ ÂÕÔ ÁÓ Á ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÓÔÅÎÅÒÓȭ ÌÏÓÔ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÍ ÁÎÄ 
strengthening them in their faith. This emphasis on JesuÓȭ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÌÙ 
mediation and statements on faith and the Law of Moses are not 
typical of other writings by St Paul.   
 4ÈÅ ,ÅÔÔÅÒ ÌÉÎÇÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÁÓ Á ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÅÄÅÅÍÓ ÈÕÍÁÎËÉÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ .Å× #ÏÖÅÎÁÎÔȢ (Å 
took on flesh and blood to save humanity (2:14ɀ17). Indeed, the 
Letter emphasises the everlasting priesthood of Christ as the fulfil-
ment of Old Testament prophecy (7:1ɀ8:12), and that he sacrificed 
himself once for our sins (7:27, 9:26ɀ28, 10:12ɀ14).   
 Next, the author describes the route to Heaven using a metaphor of 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÎ ÐÉÌÇÒÉÍÁÇÅ ÔÏ *ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍ ɉρρȡρπȠ ρςȡρɀ3, 18ɀ29; 
13:14). Jesus wins this spiritual goal for us through his ministry in 
the heavenly sanctuary (9:11ɀ10:22).   
 In fact, this last theme permeates the whole book. For example, in 
order to emphasise how Jesus achieves our salvation, the author first 
rehearses how Jesus is unique (1:3) and is the peak of creation (1:1ɀ
3). He discusses how Jesus is superior to everything including even 
angels (1:4ɀ2:2). Indeed, Jesus achieved salvation to the uttermost as 
demonstrated by his words and suffering (2:5ɀ16). He ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓȭ 
priesthood, being greater than anything predicted by Moses, is proof 
ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ Ï×Î 3ÏÎ ɉςȡρχɀ3:6).   
 The letter ends with a list of commandments (13:1ɀ17) which the 
ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÕÓÅÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÁÌÌ ÙÅÔ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ Óacrifice, 
adding that we will need courage if we truly want to associate 
ourselves with him in faith (13:9ɀ16).  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/0
https://biblescripture.net/Hebrews.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Letter-to-the-Hebrews
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/heb/12?3#66012003
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/heb/1?3#66001003


  

 For more information, go to:  
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/sep/22/the -rev-ken-
leech 
https://sounds.bl.uk/Oral -history/Charity -and-social-welfare/021M -
C1155X0011XX-0001V0  

Ken Leech was born into a secular working-class family in Ashton-under-
Lyne, Greater Manchester, in 1939.  
 He became a Christian. A major inspiration occurred when, as a teenager 
in 1956 , he heard Trevor Huddleston denouncing apartheid at an event 
in MancheÓÔÅÒȭÓ &ÒÅÅ 4ÒÁÄÅ (ÁÌÌȢ (Å ÓÁÉÄ ÌÁÔÅÒȟ Ȭ)Æ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÄÒÉÖÅ ÔÈÉÓ 
ÍÁÎ ÔÏ ÏÐÐÏÓÅ ÒÁÃÉÓÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÕÃÈ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÉÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÄÒÉÖÅ ÍÅ ÔÏÏȢȭ 
He soon felt called to the priesthood so read history and then theology in 
Oxford. 
 As a curate in London in the 1960s, he was confronted by homeless 
young people in Hoxton and Soho. In response, he founded Centrepoint, 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎȭÓ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ ÃÈÁÒÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓȢ (Å ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄÌÙ 
ÎÁÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÒÉÔÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȭ#ÅÎÔÒÅÐÏÉÎÔȭ ÈÉÇÈ-rise building that had been 
standing empty for years on the edge of Soho while people nearby lived 
on the streets. He spent his nights among his homeless parishioners, many 
of them drug dealers and prostitutes. Without sentimentality, he studied 
the youth drug scene and wrote with clarity on how to help its victims. 
He set up the Soho Drug Group in 1967, which ministered to young 
addicts, many of whom had been drawn into prostitution.  
 He really felt called to ministry in the East End of London so, in 1974, 
ÈÅ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ 3Ô -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓȟ "ethnal Green, to take up what turned out to be 
his only stint as Parish Priest. There, he played a crucial role in helping to 
mobilise East End communities and activists against the growing threat 
posed to Bangladeshis by the National Front. Three years later, he began 
a decade of work in race relations, first for the British Council of Churches, 
then at Church House Westminster and finally as director of the 
Runnymede Trust, dedicated to promoting ethnic diversity in British 
society. Ken received a bullet through the post for his troubles.  
 Ken was a prolific author, producing a new book every two years or so, 
alongside innumerable pamphlets and articles, most exploring his view 
that prayer and protest should go hand in hand. His most popular book 
was Soul Friend (1977) which helped those engaged in spiritual 
counselling. Later, True God explored the commitments of Christianity 
within the Anglo-Catholic tradition. He also wrote much about urban 
ministry and theological critiques of capitalism and social injustice. 
  Ken resigned in 1990 and felt liberated from the constraints of institu 

tionÁÌ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎȢ (Å ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ 7ÈÉÔÅÃÈÁÐÅÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ȬÁ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
ÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÉÁÎȭ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓȟ ÔÈÅÎȟ ÁÎ ÕÎËÎÏ×Î ÔÉÔÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅd 
#ÈÕÒÃÈȢ 3Ô "ÏÔÏÌÐÈȭÓ ÉÎ !ÌÄÇÁÔÅ ×ÁÓ ÈÉÓ ÂÁÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÓ ÁÎ 
unpaid adviser. He lived from his writings, helped by the Christendom 
Trust and supported by personal allies, many of whom were in the 
Jubilee Group, a network of mainly Anglo-Catholic Christian Socialists 
that he co-ÆÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ ρωχτȢ (Å ÌÁÔÅÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ) ×ÅÎÔ ÆÒÅÅÌÁÎÃÅȢȭ  
 (ÉÓ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÒÅÄ ÏÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȬÓÕÂÖÅÒÓÉÖÅ ÏÒÔÈÏÄÏØÙȭɂthe 
union of contemplative spirituality, sacramental worship, orthodox doc-
trine and social action. He argued that the overlap of faith and the quest 
for justice, which points to the coming of the Kingdom of God on earth, 
is the essential mark of the Christian life and underlies all scripture.  
 Like many holy people, he was capable of great contradictions. For 
example, he was strongly critical of theological liberalism yet supported 
the ordination of women and LGBT rights. And while helping many 
people with addictions, he was fighting his own battle against alcohol. 
 Ken Leech died on 12 September 2015. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/sep/22/the-rev-ken-leech
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/sep/22/the-rev-ken-leech
https://sounds.bl.uk/Oral-history/Charity-and-social-welfare/021M-C1155X0011XX-0001V0
https://sounds.bl.uk/Oral-history/Charity-and-social-welfare/021M-C1155X0011XX-0001V0

