
  



  

  

ìǿƱŢľȢ ầἤạẛ ľƯ áľǢƎǪƉ ĞƻǢǪƉƎǟ 
°ƻƱŢľȢ Ạἤạẛ ǟƯ áǢľȢũǢǪ ƎƱ ǷƉũ țũǪǷǢȢ 
úǿũǪŢľȢ ẞẛἤẛẛ ľƯ kƻƦȢ =ƻƯƯǿƱƎƻƱ ἼǪľƎŢἽ 

 

ĞƉũƱ ǷƉũ ǟľƱŢũƯƎś ƎǪ ƻțũǢἥ ƻƱ ǷƉũ ƁƎǢǪǷ úǿũǪŢľȢ ƻƁ ũľśƉ ƯƻƱǷƉἤ
ìũǢțƎśũ ƻƁ kƻƦȢ =ƻƯƯǿƱƎƻƱ ľǷ °ƻƻǢ kľțũƱ ²ǿǢǪƎƱƂ kƻƯũ ƻƱ
äƎǟǟƻƱŢũƱ äƻľŢἥ ǪǷľǢǷƎƱƂ ľǷ Ạἤẛẛ ǟƯἫ 

<ľǟǷƎǪƯǪ ľƱŢ ƯľǢǢƎľƂũǪ ŚȢ ľǢǢľƱƂũƯũƱǷ ȜƎǷƉ ǷƉũ ĝƎśľǢἫ 

áƦũľǪũ ǪǿŚƯƎǷ ƎǷũƯǪ ƁƻǢ ǷƉũ  ǿƂǿǪǷ ẠẛẠẛ ƯľƂľȬƎƱũ ŚȢ ẞả ¢ǿƦȢ Ἣ
áƦũľǪũ ũὉƯľƎƦƁȷƦũǪ Ƿƻ ǟľǿƦƯƻƱƣẞẞẞῇƂƯľƎƦἫśƻƯ 

 
  

  

ĝƎśľǢ  

úƉũ äũțŢ DǢ áľǿƦ °ƻƱƣ  
ìǷ <ľǢƱľŚľǪὛ ĝƎśľǢľƂũἥ  ǢǿƱŢũƦ ìǷǢũũǷἥ =ƦľǢƣǪƁƎũƦŢἥ ½ƦŢƉľƯ ½¦Ả ẞ²¦ 
úũƦἤ ἼẛẞẤẞἽ ẤẠẢ ấấẛẦ 
  

 ǪǪƎǪǷľƱǷ =ǿǢľǷũǪ 

úƉũ äũțŢ DũƱƎǪũ ½ȜũƱ ἼľƱŢ ĝƎśľǢ ƻƁ ìǷ úƉƻƯľǪὛ =ƉǿǢśƉ °ƻƻǢǪƎŢũἽ 
úũƦἤ ἼẛẞẤẞἽẤảẠ ẛẠầẠ ľƱŢ Lἤ ǷƉũǢũțŢἫŢƻȜũƱῇȢľƉƻƻἫśƻἫǿƣ 
úƉũ äũțŢ ¢ľƱũ kȢŢũ 
úũƦἤ ἼẛấấạẢἽ ẦẦẤ Ầầạ ľƱŢ Lἤ ƠľƱũƉȢŢũẞẛῇƉƻǷƯľƎƦἫśƻƯ 
  

¦ľȢ äũľŢũǢ 
ľƱŢ ĞľǢŢũƱ °Ǣ áũǷũǢ kľǪƦľƯ ἼẛẞẤẞἽ ạẢả ẛẠẞả 
  

Administrator  Miss Sarah Gura (07708) 714 813 

Treasurer Ms Gisele Onwumere  

Parish Hall bookings The Vicar (0161) 624 7708 

 

)ÔȭÓ time to re-open the Church. Week after week of lockdown has 

led to meltdown and feelings of being down. The Church has 

never been closed for more a few days at a time and suddenly 

we need to almost remember what everything is about.  

 4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȬÒÅ-ÍÅÍÂÅÒȭ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ ȬÄÉÓ-ÍÅÍÂÅÒȭ ÓÏ ×Å 

aim to put the Church back together again. It could be exciting 

as we decide what we like and what could be better. We can re-

think all aspectsɂit is allowed!  

 In this issue of the magazine, we read about an ancient Church 

ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÖÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÃÒÁÔÃÈ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ Ȭ#ÈÕÒÃÈȟȭ 
so we can learn from its mistakes. The biography describes a 

remarkable woman who successfully reinterpreted ways of 

being a missionary for modern times. We can also read about 

Celtic Christianity which grew organically in response to a 

ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÖÁÃÕÕÍ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎȭÓ ÓÏ-ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȭ$ÁÒË !ÇÅÓȢȭ  

 !ÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÒÅÅÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ 

a modern expression of ChristiÁÎÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÅÖÏÌÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 

seeks to address the huge modern problem of climate change 

that threatens everyone and therefore the Church. 

 Finally, there are two short articles about prayer because any 

response will require us to listen to God and seek his help and 

strength.  

 Answers are never easy. The Britain that emerges from lock-

down will surely differ from the Britain at the start of the year. 

But we will have a real opportunity to improve many aspects of 

our Church and its life. The only thing that cannot change is our 

reason for being a Church: to love the Lord our God with 

everything and showing love for our neighbours.  
  

Wishing you every blessing in these challenging days: 
  

PAUL 



   

 

  

We have held our first services in four months. They felt wonderful but 

ÔÈÅÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÆÅÌÔ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÏÄÄȢ ,ÉËÅ Á ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ Á ÇÌÁÓÓ ÄÁÒËÌÙȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 

quite look the same as they used to look.  

 Please be patient as we re-explore how we celebrate and worship in 

ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÎÅ× #ÏÖÉÄ-ρω ×ÏÒÌÄȢ ,ÅÔȭÓ ÂÅ ÇÒÁÃÉÏÕÓȟ ÌÏÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ËÉÎÄ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ 

other.  

 During the lockdown, we produced two services a week as download-

able pdf files and a further two services a week as YouTube videos. 

4ÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÏ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏntinue to produce them.  

 Please go to www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources for a full list of  

resources. And our webpage www.medlockhead.co.uk/virus contains up-

to-date advice and legislation from the Government and Diocese. 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÁÉÄ 
  

God to enfold me, 

God to surround me,  

God in my speaking, 

God in my thinking.  
 

God in my sleeping, 

God in my waking,  

God in my watching,  

God in my hoping.  
 

God in my life,  

God in my lips,  

God in my soul, 

God in my heart.  
 

God in my sufficing,  

God in my slumber,  

God in mine ever -living soul,  

God in mine eternity.  

 Ancient Celtic prayer to be sung before sleeping, from  

Carmina Gadelicaɂa collection of prayers, hymns, charms, 

incantations, blessings, poems and songs, proverbs,  

collected in the Gaelic-speaking regions of Scotland by  

Alexander Carmichael (1832ɀ1912).  
ΨWƻǎŜǇƘΗΩ 

(with apologies to Genesis 27:3ς36) 

http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/virus/index.htm
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/virus/index.htm


 

   

Calendar for August  
The calendar for August is quiet owing to the Coronavirus  

pandemic. We will hold one service a week in the Church,  

each Sunday at 9:30 am. We are planning other events for  

the late summer and au tumn, when it is safe to do so.  

Coronavirusɂupdates  
Please consult the webpage medlockhead.co.uk/virus  for advice,  

up-dates, and resources, including family -friendly weekly video  

services. 

Church magazines 
7ÅȭÒÅ ÕÐÌÏÁÄÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÐÁÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȢ 
Please go to medlockhead.co.uk/magazine  Thank you  
  

Through every rock, every bird, every flower,  

and every creature, God enters into  intimacy 

ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÈÏ× 'ÏÄȭÓ 

wisdom is revealed, and we would do well to 

listen for their spiritual wisdom.  
Christine Valters Paintner  

 

http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/virus/index.htm
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/magazines/index.htm


 

 

 

 

  

 

Colour  

this page 
  

#ÅÌÔÉÃ ÁÒÔ ÉÓ ÈÉÇÈÌÙ ÄÉÓÔÉÎÃÔÉÖÅȢ )ÔȭÓ often crowded with fantastic animals and foliage. Many 

documents, such as Bibles and prayer books, are decorated with intricate patternsɂcalled 

ȭËÎÏÔ×ÏÒËȭɂ×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÅÐÅÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒ×ÅÁÖÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓȢ )ÔȭÓ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÉÍÉÃ ÔÈÅ 

way God shows Himself in the world: now here, now there, always shifting in and out of view.  

Christians have lived in Britain from soon after the time of Jesus. Those first 

Christians did not belong to a denomination or follow a set liturgy because 

there were none. Most lived alone or in tiny communities; some 

worshipped in secret because Christianity was illegal for many of these 

early centuries. Evidence about their invisible lives is slight.  

 Christianity grew in much of England. In its outward forms of faith, it 

usually followed mainland Europe, which was dominated first by the 

Roman Empire and then the Church leaders in Rome as their power  

increased to fill the power vacuum left by the empire. But the Celtic 

peoples of Ireland, Wales, Scotland, Cornwall and Brittany were never 

Roman. Their Christianity grew independently with few outward in-

fluences. By the fifth and sixth centuries their expressions of faithɂtoday 

×Å ÃÁÌÌ ÉÔ Ȭ#ÅÌÔÉÃ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙȭɂwere distinctive and vibrant.  

 Celtic Christianity had its own traditions of liturgy, ritual, and art. Celtic 

Christians felt their faith deeply and displayed extreme acts of piety such 

as asceticism fasting, and long pilgrimages. They surrounded themselves 

with their faith by saying prayers for almost all activities in the day from 

waking to sleeping. They wrote these prayers to be memorised so they 

appear rhythmic and highly repetitive. Many sound like songs or charms. 

 Celtic Christians delighted in nature and displayed a great reverence for 

creation. They celebrated the rhythms of day and night, light and dark, and 

ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓȢ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ×ÈÏ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ ȬÇÒÅÅÎȭ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆÔÅÎ 

take aspects from Celtic Christianity and adapt them for modern use.  

 Each region was led by an abbot located in a monastery with monks and 

ÎÕÎÓȢ "ÉÓÈÏÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÓ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÂÏÔȭÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙȢ  

 Theirs was a missionary faith, which explains why it grew so fast. For 

example wandering monks carried the faith widely. Many of them are still 

remembered today as local saints.  



  

 
To proclaim the 
Good News of 

the Kingdom. 

To teach, baptise 

and nurture new 

believers 

To strive to 
safeguard the 

integrity of creation, 
and sustain and 

renew the life of the 
earth  

To transform the  
unjust structures of 
society, to challenge 

violence of every 
kind and pursue 

peace and  
reconciliation  

To respond to 

human need by 

loving service  

  

Look at the five marks of mission opposite.  

Rank them with 1 as the most important and 5 as the 

least important. 

4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȬÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȭ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÁÓ Á ×ÁÙ 

of establishing the Kingdom of God.  

 Jesus summarised the mission of the Church when he told us to love 

God with our whole heart, and to love our neighbours as ourselves. Loving God 

requires prayer, worship, adoration, the reading of scripture and so on. 

-ÁÎÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ Ȭ#ÈÕÒÃÈȟȭ ÔÈÉÎË ÆÉÒÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ 

aspects of faith.  

 Mission to our neighbours can take a large number of different 

forms, so the #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÕÓÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎÔÏ ÆÉÖÅ ȬÍÁÒËÓȭȢ !ÎÙ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

worth the name will seek to incorporate these marks into their life and 

ministry as a sign they are obedient to the Lord Jesus. 


