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e TN instructions from God, our creator. The Bible does clearly contain

Letter

\\'

from the Vicar

) Otmem a brwsmg few months Covid9 and the lockdown;

;_»; . people at home and abroad living with terrible tension® wars
7 ﬁf,b:; and rumours of wars. As we try to cope, the response to eac
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ﬁ do we cope in this brutal year of 208?
F060 OAI BOE

some commands are irrelevant in an age of antibioticand the
Internet; others are irrelevant because our society is differentn
terms of climate, structure, history, etc. Which commands do we
needtoday? '
The more important commands in the Bible are the ones we
ignore most often: we must love God witleverything. We must
love one another in the ways that Jesus loved. The comman
~ stated most often in the Old Testa AT Oh EO O" A E
- These commands are more complicated but far more imptamt
because they condense all the others into themsads.
Again, we need help but, having framed these commands i
these ways, we see how the help comes from God. We therefo
4 pray for His Spirit to dwell in us and empower our responses.
(T PAEOIT Uh xA xEIT AAOA 1 06
x EAGEMO 1 A x iml O Al § o x E1-1 14,0 E
in the middle of it and can therefore help shape it. If we want our
lives and society to be better, we will need thesdatter
commands extremely often. It seems wise to practise thenmow, so
wed OA OAAAU O1 EAI B OAAOQEI A
relationship as God would have us do.
Wishing you every blessing

PAUL



Rezopening,

ourChurch

On Tuesday 23 June, thBovernment announced that some services c
resume in our Churches from Saturday 4 JulyWe plan to re -open St
"AOT AAAOGG #EOOAE 11 301 AAU v *0O

7A AT160 UAO EAOGA AAOGAEI AA cOlI
OEA $ET AAOA Oieatex darith Weé ddse evéryBAeQo cliec
the Church website before coming or ringing the Vicarage. Thank yc

ResourcesionlourChurchiwebsite

Each week, we will produce two services as downloadable pdf files. Each incluc
links to YouTube hymns, Bible readings, prayers, and a full sermon transcript. \
also produce videos of services. Go tawvw.medlockhead.co.uk/resources

And our webpagewww.medlockhead.co.uk/virugontains up-to-date advice and
legislation from the Government and Diocese.

Coronavirus (Covid-19)



http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/virus/index.htm
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/virus/index.htm
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Marian Lockett
With great sadness, we announce the death of longstanding Churc G
member Marian Lockett. She died on Monday 26 May at the age of*
79. The funeral occurred on Thursday 4 June at Oldham ’E .
Crematorium (A

Coronavirus ? updates

Please consult the webpageedlockhead.co.uk/virugor advice, up
dates, and resources, including familjriendly weekly video
services.

Grant success

7A50A AAI ECEOAA OT
Church £6h Qv T
it will allow us to purchase two large display freezers and refurblsh L
part of the food room (formerly the small hall).

AT 11 0Ol AA OE

Security work

During the lockdown, we have replaced some windows in the main
hall and replaced many of the external doors. This security work
was funded by a grant from the National Lottery.
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Mary Magdalene

Men called you light so as to load you down,

And burden you with their own weight of sin,

A woman forced to cover and contain

Those seven devils sent by Everyman.

But one man set you free and took your par

One man knew and loved you to the core

The broken alabaster of your heart

Revealed to Him alone a hidden door,

Into a garden where the fountain sealed,

Could flow at last for him in healing tears,

Till, in another garden, he revealed

The perfect Love tha cast out all your fears,
NNNNN x EQE

As light and lovely as the news you bring.

© The Revd Dr Malcolm Guite and used here with permission and
reproduced from https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com

The church celebrates the feast of Mary Magdalene on 22 July.

This image of Mary Magdalene (opposite) appears
in a stainedglass window at St Barnabas Church.
Please go tdttps://youtu.be/89dPB5vign8 to
hear a commentary describing its iconography.



https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/
https://youtu.be/89dPB5v1gn8
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/virus/index.htm

Signpesting parts offtne Bible

Chapter numbers areusually
written in very big type

The name of the book

The beginning of the good nev
'about Jesus the Messiahe Son
of God,?as it is written in Isaial
the prophet:

Al will seni
ahead of you, who will prepare
your dway o

‘ia voice of
the wilderness,
for the Lord, make straight paths
for him.d0

*And so John the Buist appeared il
the wilderness, preaching a baptisir
repentance for the forgiveness of si
sThe whole Judean countryside and
the people of Jerusalem went out
him. Confessing their sins, they we
baptized by him in the Jordan River
¢John wore clothing made
camel 6s hair, wi
his waist, and he ate locusts and v
honey. "And this was his messag
AAfter me comes
powerful than |, the straps of who
sandals | am not worthy to stoop do
and untie?l baptize you with water
but he will baptise you withthe
Holy Spirit. o

1John the Baptist Prepares the W

The Baptism and Testing of Jesus

At that time Jesus came fro
Nazareth in Galilee and was baptiz
by John in the JordarrJust as Jest
was coming up out of the water,

saw heaven being torn open and f
Spirit descending on him like a dov
2And a voice came from heave
AYou are my Son,

Z
|  The Gospel Accgréng to
MARK

into the wildernessiandhe was
in the wilderness forty day:
being tempted by Satan. He w
with the wild animals, and ange
attended him.

Jesus Announces the Good New
»After John was put in prisot
Jesus went into  Galiles
proclaiming the good news 1
God.*fiThe ticmeneh
sai d. AThe Kkinr
come near. Repent and belie
the good news!

Jesus Calls His First Disciples
As Jesus walked beside the ¢
of Galilee, he saw Simon and t
brother Andrew casting a net in
the lake, for they were fisherme
A Co me , follo
sai d, Afand | w
fi sh f orAt pneeotipey

left their nets anfl follwed him.
d gone a litt
James son

Some bits in modern Bibles are not
original: these headingsvere added
by modern scholars or editors. They
are often written in bold type.

Verse numbers are always written
in tiny text. The number is written

at the start of the verse.

Cnepleranc verse

The Bible is so long that
it would be impossible
to memorise all of it.
So we subdivide it
ET O OAl
three progressively
smaller sizes: we
speak of books,

chapters and verses
progressively

, TTE AO OEA A 11T xET ¢ DAOOACA &£OT I OE
Gospel according to St Luke:

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken o
entire Roman world.2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.)3And everyone went to their own town toregister.

We describe the bit in blue as Luke 2:3 .

EXERCISE
For each of the following, underline the Bible verse cited in red print.

Matthew 6:21 »* AOOO OAEAR O$1 110 OO0I OA ObP A& O U]
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steaiBut store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not
break in and steal=For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Luke 12:25 z* AOOO OAEAR O$i 110 xi1 OOU AAiI OO Ul O«
what you will wear. =For life is more than food, and the body more than clottse=Consider the
ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And h
much more valuable you are than birdssWho of you by worrying can add a singléour to your
life? = Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?

Psalm 41:1 :Blessed are those who have regard for the weak; the Lord delivers them in times
of trouble.:The Lord protects and preserves them they are counted among the blessed in the
land? he does not give them oer to the desire of their foes.The Lord

sustains them on their sickbed and restores them from their bed of illness



511 EEA 30 0AOI 60 1 OEAO 1AOOAOQO
Church n Rome was not written to answer a list of questions. Rathe
the letter introduces both St Paul as an apostle and his theology.
context, it is likely that the church in Rome had invited St Paul 1
introduce himself before formally inviting him to embak on the long
journey to Rome @Acts 28:15). In context, the Roman church wa
scared of Paul who had been, until a few years previously, persecuti
the church. He was still controversial, for he taught that many Jewi
rituals were now obsolete. For thatOAAOT T h 0AOI 6 O

Christians is the most complete discussion of basic Christian doctrin
Al 1T OAET AA ET A OEITCIA AITTE T £&

Paul wrote this letter from the Greekspeaking city of Corinth just
before going up to Jerusalem to deliver alms given by the Corinthi:
Church for the poor in Jerusalem.

Paul had neither founded the congregation in Rome nor visited
yet. But he intended to visit it before going to Spainl6:24). Unfor-
tunately, his arrest n Jerusalem interrupted these plans. He woul
eventually go to Rome as a prisoner. Most likely, it was Phoebe
junior member of the church at Cenchrea near Corinth, who carried tt
letter to Rome (16:1).

The Roman church was so small that it met in the home
members Priscilla and Aquila 16:4,5). Paul was widely known to be
excited about being able to minister at last in this churchl(8-15).

The author The letter contains a number of historical referenes that
agree with known facts of Paul's life.

The text There is much evidence that two versions of this letter wer
circulated during the second century. The text of the letter we hav
today is the same as the longer version. In fact, the uniformity ofie
literary style in our (long) version strongly suggests that the shorte
OAOOEI T xAO 1 AOAT U AT AAOEACAI.
The ideas in the letter The book ofRomandells us about God: who ht
is and what he has done. It describes Jesus Chyiahd describes wha
his death accomplished. It also tells us about ourselves, and what
were like without Christ, and who we are after trusting in Christ. Ir
Romans Paul points out that God did not demand that we have our livi
straightened out beforecoming to Christ; rather, while we were still
sinners Christ died on a cross for our sins.

The book ofRomanss primarily a work of doctrine, with righteous
nessas its main theme. Before the main argument, Paul insists tl
Gospel is the power of God for salvatiofior both Jews and gentile
(1:16z17). The letter can be divided into four distinct sections:

Romans fact file

1 Righteousness is need€t1873:20). Paul seeks to shovhat sin is
a universal human condition and that people must live by faith, ¢
Abraham had done previously. Paul first convicts all men of the
OET £O01 1 AOOh OEAT AGDOAOOAO EI
Word to all those in the Roman Church. It i®is hope to have
assurance that they are staying on the right path.

1 Righteousness is provide€i3:2178:39). Although God's people
suffer in this world, Paul assures them that God the Holy Spil
intercedes for them with sighs too deep for words&:26).

1 Righteousness is vindicatg®:1z711:36). Paul recognises that man
Jews have not come to faith in Christ, so he argues that th
unbelief has served to bring the gospel to gentiles, and he hop
that God will (one day) have mercy upon all.

1 Righteousness pmaised (12:1z715:13). In the final section of his
letter, Paul exhorts Christians to present their bodies as livin
sacrifices, remaining obedient to the governing authorities an
bearing with weaker members of their community.

Fettertolthe]Romans

For more information, please visit the following:
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans
http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_to _the Romans
https://biblescripture.net/Romans.htmi

Author Romans 1:1 say$t Paulwrote this letter to a Church in Rome

He used Tertius as a secretary (16:22).

Date of Writing Paul probably wrote the book in the early spring of

57 AD. He had just finished raising money for poor Christians in
Jerusalem after visiting the Church in Macedonia and Achaia (15Z28).
This episode corresponds to Acts 2072 so the time of writing was the year
after Paul started his third missionary journey.

Purpose of Writing This letter served as a literary introduction to the
congregation because Paul had not yet visited the Church in Rome.
Theme0 AOI § O DOEI AOU OEAI A E Of sévatién aAd
righteousness for all humankind, both Jew and Gentile.

KeyVerses2 1 I AT O pgpoeh O) Ai 110 AOEAI
is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes, first for
OEA *Axn OEAT &I O OEA ' A1 OElI A83%


https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans
http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_to_the_Romans
https://biblescripture.net/Romans.html

W hatislir

O0)1 OAOAAOOETI T8 EO OEA DPOAAOGEA
intervene in the world He created. We can say such prayers in public
in private. They occupy a central place in our weekly Eucharist
services. They appear between the Creeuhd the Peace.

Public intercession can be difficult. Commonly, many such praye
AOA O11 OPAAEEEAJ OxA DPOAU A& O
as he enters ward 12 of the Oldham General Hospital for his operati
iT A EAAOO OAI OAh A Suchppragepsareuhvise
because:

9 Prayers in this mode presuppose that God does not know what
happening in His world and needs to be reminded.
1 All too frequently, broadcasting such excessive

AAOAETI xEI1 AOAAAE OEAIDAOOI I
1 But perhaps the worst problem is the idea it sponsors, that th

greater the number of words, the greater the likelihood of Go

answering. Jesus himself addressed this last view when he warn

ACAET OIOET6CA A AEAE A Prayhr, vith ©d hadydwod

(Matt 6:7).

I P11 AT 080 OEI OCEO
behind intercessory prayer does not lie in the
actual words used, or even the sincerity of the
person praying. If it was the words alone, then
such prayers should more properly be callé
OE1T AAT OAQEIT 1 Ofhis dbservaliad A 1
becomes even more obvious when we realise
Eilx i1T00 PAT PI AGO EIT OA
fact silent? maybe even wordless.

All biblical references to prayer stress that
faith is important: for example, James 5:15 says
OEAO POAUAOO O1 £EAOAA
implies that prayers without faith are not effective.
Again, this idea is prone to misconceptions: we are
not being asked to believe more fervently, repeat
more often, or strainmore violently.

Actually, effective prayers accompany demen
strations of our faith. And the best way to show our
faith is always the way we live, not the words we use in our

DOAUAOO8 4EA bPi Ai Owi AOCEI ¢86 Al
point very well.

There are many ways of praying intercessias. Words alone are
never sufficient, whether said silently or spoken aloud. The persc
praying should always seek first to enter the presence of God: th
OOAAT 11 AAORS OOCET ¢ OEA 1 AOGEI AO

Once the person praying is recolléded and in communion with Goo
2 and only thermr they should gently allow their request (s) tocome
before God. Some people find it useful to actually picture in their E T .
AUA OEA PAOOIT TO OEETC AAETC
healing love flowing into that person or situation, much like light
streaming from the sun into a gloomy room. Later, with practise,
gradually becomes possible to know for whom or for what God wan:
us to pray because His presence becomes more intense, more intim
asour requests coincide with His will.

First, consciously enter the presence of God. Then, in yc
imagination, picture the person or situation
TAAAET C ' 1 A8 O Hénlyase
the person or thing or situation into the presence
of God, bathing them in His love and car:

Exercises

Some of these links might be useful
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-
worship/t opical-prayers/leading-prayer-through-
intercessions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercession
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/preparing -
to-lead-intercessionsin-church

Emergingby R.S. Thomas
http://www.cymru2008.com/rst/pemerging.html


https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers/leading-prayer-through-intercessions
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers/leading-prayer-through-intercessions
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers/leading-prayer-through-intercessions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercession
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/preparing-to-lead-intercessions-in-church
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/preparing-to-lead-intercessions-in-church
http://www.cymru2008.com/rst/pemerging.html

Trendletingtbe Bible
The Ol Testament

Almost all the Old Testament was first written in Hebrew
This portion come from Psalm 23

The New Testament

Greek £ %o Ee¢ (O S B SR O R 0
sounds like  Pater ay-moon ho en tois  uranos
English Father of us the in the heavens
Greek ¥to. ..  A£E "0 e £ —“™Mg1
sounds like  hagisasthoto to onoma S00
English holy the name of you
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The New Testament was first written entirely in Greek
These Greek verses come from Matthew 693

MyinamelinlGreeldisk

a b g d e z h i
Alpha Beta Gamma Delta Epsilon Zeta Eta lota
a b g d e z ay short i
K I m n 0 p r S
Kappa Lambda Mu Nu  Omichron Pi Rho  Sigma
ck m n short o p r S
u | Cc y w
Upsilon  Phi Chi Psi Omega
short u p ch y long o

Theta

th

Tau

Christ=cristos

In Greek, my Christian name is ...




