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St Matthew

Monday 21 September
2020
Matthew appears in the list of the
Jesus’ twelve apostles and,
according to the gospel written
under his name, was a tax collector.
Mark and Luke called the tax
collector Levi. It has been assumed
that they are the same person.
His occupation of tax collector
was despised by his fellow Jews as
a betrayal to the occupying Roman
force but Jesus showed that judging
by outward appearance was not
what he was about. He ate with
Matthew and with his friends, scandalising those around him.
Matthew affirmed that his life
would now change because of following Jesus, and that he would make amends for
any former wrongdoing. This was enough for Jesus, for he had drawn someone
back to God. He was forgiven, therefore he was acceptable, therefore he was
received.
(The image comes from the title page of Matthew in the Lindisfarne Gospels.)
• All the Bible readings come from the New Revised Standard Version.
• The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration
have been included at the end rather than in situ because many following the
service will be in isolation and unable to celebrate the sacrament.
• The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over
each link, press Ctrl and then return.
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Introduction and welcome
HYMN 1 Just as I am

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The Welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All
Amen.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.

The Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the saints in earth
and heaven. Therefore, knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us confess our sins
in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in
love and peace with all.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Gloria
This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.
All

Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.
Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,
You have brought us peace within.
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Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:
Now your glorious reign begin.
You O Son of God are Holy,
You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.
With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for St Matthew
O Almighty God,
whose blessèd Son called Matthew the tax-collector
to be an apostle and evangelist:
give us grace to forsake the selfish pursuit of gain
and the possessive love of riches
that we may follow in the way of your Son Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All
Amen.

First reading
A reading from the book of Proverbs
Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, for her
income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold. She is more precious
than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her. Long life is in her right
hand; in her left hand are riches and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness,
and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those
who hold her fast are called happy. Proverbs 3:13–18
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Second reading
A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians.
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Since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry of the Spirit, we do
not lose heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse
to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth
we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. And even
if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
servants for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:1–6
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.
HYMN 2 Gloria

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All
Glory to you O Lord.
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth;
and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And the man got up and followed him.
As he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were
sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his
disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ But when
he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those
who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I
have come to call not the righteous but sinners’. Matthew 9:9–13
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
Matthew was a tax collector. He was therefore a collaborator, facilitating the hated
Roman occupation. That’s why everyone knew him, why he was rich, and may also
explain why he was willing to repent: deep down he knew he was doing wrong.
At the time of Jesus, collaborators were hated and despised. Their sin was public
so their repentance had to be equally visible.
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Our country is not today living under occupation, so few of us feel the same way
about his sin. Indeed, if we’re honest, most of us tend to create a ‘hierarchy of
wrong’ when we think of sins. Many simple tests exist to help reveal our underlying
ideas and assumptions. Say aloud the phrase ‘unforgiveable’ and see what comes
to mind: it may be the sexual abuse of children or it might be terrorism related.
Next, say ‘It doesn’t apply to me’ and see what comes to mind. Examples may
include working on a Sunday or minor theft such as re-using an unfranked postage
stamp. Next, try saying ‘blagging it’ and see what comes unbidden to mind. Notice,
too, how we generate different responses if we picture exactly the same activities
but label them first ‘fraud’ and ‘pretence’ then ‘white lie’. In these ways, we’re
drawing up a spectrum of sin from worst to least.
It’s fascinating to see the way some sins ascend the list over the ages and others
descend. Say ‘slavery’ and we’re appalled but the ancient world saw it as normal
and, indeed, was literally built on it. Even many Christians use the word ‘God’ or
the name ‘Jesus’ with no trace of reverence but blasphemy in Jesus’ day was an
offense worthy of stoning to death.
The New Testament refuses to codify sin in this way. It says there’s only one sin
that’s truly beyond forgiveness, which is defines as blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit (see Matthew 12:22–32 and Mark 3:22–30). This odd phrase simply means
a refusal to repent and follow God. No other sins in Scripture are called unforgiveable because literally everything can be repented of.
Today the Church calendar remembers St Matthew because his society thought
he was unforgivable yet Jesus forgave him. He’s important because he reminds us
how there is no sin that’s unforgiveable. All sins can be completely forgiven.
We must also remember that we’re all sinners. As Romans 3:23 reminds us, ‘All
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.’ So all of us need to repent often. But
in the eyes of Holy Church none of us is a lesser sinner and none is a greater sinner.
To summarise, as we remember St Matthew, it might be useful to re-label the
day as, ‘St Matthew and all sinners’. But we could equally well call it ‘St Matthew
and all the redeemed.’

The Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
All We believe and trust in him.
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Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
All We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of intercession
Dear loving Parent, thank you for loving us. Help us to love you.
Lord in your mercy
All
Hear our prayer.
Dear tender Lord, we pray for your Church. Help it to live a life of such goodness
that all are attracted to its work of Godliness and Kingdom building that they are
prompted to seek you.
Lord in your mercy
All
Hear our prayer.
Dear redeeming King, we pray for all those who work with offenders and sinners
and ask that you inspire them as they seek to make the world a better place.
Lord in your mercy
All
Hear our prayer.
Dear wonderful Redeemer, we pray for those we know who live in need or want
[...] and ask that you will minister to them.
Lord in your mercy
All
Hear our prayer.
Dear merciful Creator, we ask your help on those who have lost a loved one and
are now grieving. Give them hope and help them to cope.
Lord in your mercy
All
Hear our prayer.
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Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The peace
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the
Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All
And also with you.
HYMN 3 Veni creator spiritus

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below

The Dismissal
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,
fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will;
and the blessing of God the Almighty:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and remain with you always.
All
Amen.
HYMN 4 How great thou art

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
And now we give thanks, most gracious God,
surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses
and glorified in the assembly of your saints.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
We, your holy Church, acclaim you.
In communion with angels and archangels,
and with all who served you on earth and worship you now in heaven,
we raise our voice to proclaim your glory,
for ever praising you and saying:
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with St Matthew and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
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We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.
Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
Lord God, the source of truth and love,
keep us faithful to the apostles' teaching and fellowship,
united in prayer and the breaking of bread,
and one in joy and simplicity of heart,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
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