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Sunday 17 May 2020 
 

• All the Bible readings come from the New Revised Standard Version. 

• The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration have 

been included at the end rather than in situ because many following the service 

will be in isolation and unable to celebrate the sacrament. 

• The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over 

each link, press Ctrl and then return. 

 

Introduction and welcome 

HYMN 1 What a friend we have in Jesus (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

  

 

 

https://youtu.be/LarFhGeE-ac
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The Welcome   
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit  

All Amen. 

The Lord be with you 

All And also with you. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

All He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The Preparation 

All Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this:  

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

with all your soul, with all your mind,  

and with all your strength.’  

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  

There is no other commandment greater than these.  

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 

and, confessing our sins in penitence and faith, 

firmly resolve to keep God’s commandments  

and to live in love and peace with all. 
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 All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry  

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name.  

Amen. 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

The Gloria  

This version of the Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.  

All Glory be to God in Heaven, 

Songs of joy and peace we bring, 

Thankful hearts and voices raising, 

To creation’s Lord we sing. 

Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you, 

Glory be to God our King: 

Glory be to God our King. 

about:blank
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Lamb of God, who on our shoulders, 

Bore the load of this world’s sin; 

Only Son of God the Father, 

You have brought us peace within. 

Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, 

Now your glorious reign begin: 

Now your glorious reign begin. 

You O Son of God are Holy, 

You we praise with one accord. 

None in heav’n or earth is like you, 

Only you are Christ the Lord. 

With the Father and the Spirit, 

Ever worshipped and adored: 

Ever worshipped and adored. 

The Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Risen Christ,  

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples:  

help your Church to obey your command  

and draw the nations to the fire of your love,  

to the glory of God the Father. 

All Amen. 

First reading   
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious 

you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects 

of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.”  

 ‘What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who 

made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live 

in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.  

 ‘From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted 

the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 
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so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him-- though 

indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our 

being”; as even some of your own poets have said, Since we are God’s offspring, we 

ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by 

the art and imagination of mortals.  

 ‘While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 

world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has 

given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ Acts 17:22–31 

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 

Second reading   
A reading from the First Letter of St Peter 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer 

for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 

intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your 

defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 

yet do it with gentleness and reverence.  

 Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you 

for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing 

good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also 

suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you 

to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he 

went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not 

obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, 

in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which 

this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 

gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

made subject to him. 1 Peter 3:13–22 

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 2 Lord I lift your name on high  (please click on this link to hear the hymn)  

Gospel reading  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John   

All Glory to you O Lord. 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. I will not 

leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know 

that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments 

and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 

Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ John 14:15–21 

This is the Gospel of the Lord  

All Praise to you O Christ.  

Sermon  
Today, on the Sixth Sunday of Easter, we begin to look toward the coming of the Holy 

Spirit. In today’s Gospel Jesus said, ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, 

the Spirit of truth ...’ This Advocate is the Holy Spirit. 

 Jesus also says in today’s gospel that we are never alone. ‘I will not leave you 

orphans. I will come to you.’ 

 Most of us have experienced loneliness at some point in our lives, whether we are 

single or married. Loneliness is a universal human experience. Perhaps we go through 

this empty period in our lives because it causes us to draw near to Jesus. When people 

are not there for us emotionally, when there is no one else to turn to, but Jesus. He 

becomes our closest friend during these periods of isolation and loneliness. We 

discover this blessing sometimes because of the dark times in our own lives. 

 If you love me, you will keep my commandments. There are many words we may say 

without really meaning them.  

• We may say ‘Sorry’ just to get us out of a situation.  

• We may say ‘Thank you’ when we are not really grateful.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=COQ6cni_TG8
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• We might say we love someone out of routine or habit or to get what we want. 

 Words are powerful, but actions are more so. The person who is truly sorry doesn’t 

just say so, but shows that sorrow by their attitude, their pain and their want to make 

amends. Which deserves from him the fulness of forgiveness. 

 We may thank God in prayer and song. A person one who is really grateful will 

show appreciation in their bounty of spirit and their elation in receiving. Gratitude 

which comes from the heart, really fills us with joy.  

 And we may say that we love God as He loves us, but one who absolutely loves, does 

so not routinely or selfishly, but with care, compassion and kindness. ‘Keep my 

commandments’ does not mean following all the rules but opening your hearts to him. 

We will be filled with his grace, receive the gifts of the Spirit—the Spirit of truth who is 

with us forever. It means that if we love him, we will love our neighbour and love his 

commandments. 

 Jesus said in today’s gospel that, ‘I am in my Father and you are in me and I in you.’ 

We are not just observers but participators in the life of the Trinity. The love of God 

is not an idea but a personal reality. Prayers from the heart are the paths to a deeper 

union with Christ. Our spirit cannot come alive, or feel peace, love, joy—without the 

Holy Spirit taking up a place in our hearts. The more we give our hearts to Jesus in 

prayer, the more room there is for Him to come and live within us. We will never feel 

alone again, if we continue to make room for the Spirit, to live inside of our hearts. 

Jesus will love us and reveal himself to us in a much deeper way than we ever thought 

possible.  

Amen 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

All He is risen indeed!  

Alleluia! 

The Creed 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

the source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

All We believe and trust in him. 



Sunday 17 May 2020 8 The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 
Liturgy © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.  
Bible readings © The publishers of the NRSV translation. 
Sermon and prayers of intercession © Lucie Reilly. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 

All This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Prayers of intercession  

Heavenly Father, we ask you to make the presence of the Holy Spirit real to us now 

and guide us as we pray. We are thankful that there is no distance between you and 

us. In all the strangeness and confusion, as we are locked down in our homes, we 

know you remain faithful to all your promises to be with us, wherever we are, and 

never to leave us.  

Lord in your mercy  

All Hear our prayer. 

Gracious Lord, we give thanks for the efforts of all those who are working tirelessly—

NHS workers, social care workers, care-home staff, teachers, supermarket staff and 

others in essential retail, delivery drivers, bin men, post men. So many of these often 

work unnoticed, but now we recognise how important each person is to the day to 

day running of the world in which we live. Father, we pray that you will protect them 

and give them the strength and energy to continue these vital services.  

Lord in your mercy  

All Hear our prayer. 

Most Holy Saviour hear our prayers for the sick, the hurting, the lost, the lonely and 

for all who are in need. Amid mental and physical suffering may they find consolation 
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in your healing presence. May they know your presence with them, and that you are 

their strength, their healing, and their salvation. Lord, we pray for those who have 

recently passed away and are now eternally blessed in your presence and light.  

Lord in your mercy  

All Hear our prayer. 

Merciful Father, we pray for the world and its leaders, at this difficult time. We 

remember those who cry out for peace as they work in their communities and across 

the world to end conflict. We pray for those who speak up against systems of power, 

as they seek to transform economics and politics for the good of all.  

Lord in your mercy  

All Hear our prayer. 

Father we pray our local church and your churches around the world. We give thanks 

that our mission can continue, even when we cannot meet for worship together at 

this time. We pray that the Holy Spirit may direct and strengthen us and allow us to 

fulfil the roles to which we are called.   

Lord in your mercy  

All Hear our prayer. 

Merciful Father,  

All accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son, 

 our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The peace  
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  

‘Peace be with you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you,  

All And also with you. Alleluia! 

HYMN 3 I could sing of your love forever  

(please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeCwwaciAA8
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The Dismissal 

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 

open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.  

All Amen. 

God the Son, who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory, 

give you joy as you share the Easter faith.  

All Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit, whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples, 

empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.  

All Amen. 

And the blessing of God the Almighty:  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be with you now and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 

HYMN 4  I the Lord of sea and sky (please click on this link to hear the hymn)  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

All He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNDTDr5ok-0
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E) 

The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise.   

Father, you made the world and love your creation. 

You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 

His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 

And so we gladly thank you, 

with saints and angels praising you, and saying, 

 All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.   

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with St Barnabas and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 
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Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving. 

All We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in your manifold and great mercies. 

We are not worthy 

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 

But you are the same Lord 

whose nature is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 

and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 

and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him,  

and he in us.  

Amen. 

Communion is distributed.  

  



Sunday 17 May 2020 15 The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 
Liturgy © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.  
Bible readings © The publishers of the NRSV translation. 
Sermon and prayers of intercession © Lucie Reilly. 

Prayer after Communion 

God our Father, 

you have raised our humanity in Christ 

and have fed us with the bread of heaven: 

mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual blessings, 

we may set our hearts in the heavenly places; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 

All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out 

in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  

Amen. 


