
  

Suggested  

donation  

50p 



  

  

Sunday  11:00 am  Parish Worship 
Wednesday  7:00 pm Family Communion 
Thursday 9:30 am Morning prayer in the vestry 

Baptisms and marriages by arrangement with the Vicar.  

Please submit items for the February 2020magazine by 15 January. 
You can e-mail files to paulmonk111@gmail.com  
  

Vicar  
The Revd Dr Paul Monk  
St Barnabas’ Vicarage, Arundel Street, Oldham OL4 1NL  
T: (0161) 624 7708 and E: paulmonk111@gmail.com 
 

  

Assistant Curates  
The Revd Denise Owen (Vicar of St Thomas’ Church Moorside) 
Tel: (0161) 652 0292  and  E: therevd.dowen@yahoo.co.uk 
The Revd Jane Hyde  
Tel: (07734) 886 893  and  E:  janehyde10@hotmail.com 
  

Warden 

John Wolstencroft (0161) 620 2401 
  

Readers   

Ruth Lees  (0161) 624 0777 

Rosie Kingham  (0161) 652 4265 
  

Organist  Rosie Kingham  (0161) 652 4265 

Administrator  Sarah Gura  (07843) 178 762 

Church Secretary Lynne Schofield (07804) 094 457 

Church Treasurer Vicky Heaton  (07906) 077 058 

Gift-Aid Secretary Vicky Heaton  (0161) 624 0777 

Parish Hall Manager  Naomi Parkes  (07907) 410 606 

Sunday School  Yolanda Ryder 

Rainbows  Sarah Wilson and Natalie Morris 

Brownies  Val Lees and Moira Belcher 

Guides  Karen and Lisa Cannon 

Beavers and Cubs Lee Thompson (07907) 907 354 

Scouts Mark Dickinson (07976) 666 512  

 

 

To many people, the word ‘Church’ means a building. It may be  
old and probably not warm enough. The word may also suggest a 
financial burden: a heap of stone or brick that costs too much to 
keep in good condition. 
 As I look back over the years, many memories centre on our 
buildings. I think of vandalism, occasions when the heating has not 
worked properly … or not worked at all. I think of entering the 
church late at night for interviews or cleaning. The building and its 
concerns can easily dominate everything else.  
 So it seems wise at the start of another year to remind our-selves 
that while the word ‘Church’ can mean a building, in the New 
Testament it always means a group of people seeking to live their 
lives as Christians: a church is a congregation of the faithful.  
 As we start 2020, we need to keep this latter meaning of church 
at the forefront of our lives. 
 If we fail to understand that we as a Church are first and 
foremost a group of Christians, we will easily feel despair or 
exasperation at the building. We will feel tired and bored. But if we 
keep our gaze on the Lord Jesus, we will certainly find it easier to 
be a Christian. Furthermore, in consequence, we will be more 
effective as a Church. We will find it easier to love each other 
because we have fewer distractions.  
 So maybe this could be our New Year’s resolution for 2020: 
whenever we hear the word ‘church,’ try to remember the word 
properly applies to a group of people trying to be Christ-like.  
  
Wishing you joy in 2020 as we grow together in the love and peace 
of God: 

PAUL 



 

  
Covenant service  
The first Sunday of 2020 occurs on 7 January. During 

that service, we renew our covenant with God, saying 

aloud our desire to be the people that God wants us to 

be.  

 

School of prayer 
The Church is hosting a special one-day event on 

Saturday 22 February called ’School of Prayer’. It’s for 

everyone and includes a free lunch. Please read the 

details on page 15. If you’d like to come, fill in one of 
the special forms or speak to Jane. 

  

Grants 
We’re delighted to announce that we’ve received two 

grants toward the cost of replacing the failing floor at 

the back of the Church. £600 from the Duchy of 

Lancaster Benevolent Fund and £2,500  from the 

Allchurches Trust. 

  

 

  

Lord, make me an instrument of thy 

peace. 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

And where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not 

so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved, as to love. 
 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are  

pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to 

eternal life. 

St Francis of Assisi  

Should I worship God from fear of hell, may I be cast 

into it. Should I serve Him from desire of gaining 

heaven, may He keep me out. But should I worship 

Him from love alone, He reveals Himself to me,  

that my whole heart may be filled with His love  

and presence.  Sadhu Sundar Singh 



 

 

  

  
  

Sunday 5 January Sunday 12 January 

Epiphany  Baptism of Christ 
First: Isaiah 60:1–6  First: Isaiah 42:1–9  
Epistle: Ephesians 3:1–12  Epistle: Acts 10:34–43  

Gospel: Matthew 2:1–12  Gospel: Matthew 3:13–17  

  
  

Sunday 19 January Sunday 26 January 

Second Sunday of Epiphany Third Sunday of Epiphany 
First: Isaiah 49:1–7  First: Isaiah 9:1–4  
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:3–9  Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10–18  
Gospel: John 1:29–42  Gospel: Matthew 4:12–23  

Before the beginning 
(with apologies to Genesis 1:1–23) 

  

  

Sunday 5 January 11:00 am Epiphany and Annual Covenant Service. 

Saturday 22 February 11:00 am: School of Prayer, in the Church (see p. 15). 

Wednesday 26 February 7:00 pm: Ash Wednesday  

Sunday 22 March 11;00 am Mothering Sunday. 

Sunday 12 April 11:00 am Easter Sunday. 

Sunday 24 May 11:00 am  Trinity Sunday and Annual Gift Day.  

Sunday 31 May Whit Sunday 

  

Christian funeral  

Wednesday 4 December Sylvia Kershaw, in St Barnabas Church followed by a 

committal at Oldham Crematorium 



 

 

 

 

  

Any concern too small to be turned into a prayer is too small to be  
made into a burden. 
Corrie Ten Boom  

Prayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul. It is daily admission 
of one's weakness. In prayer it is better to have a heart without 
words than words without a heart.  
Mahatma Gandhi  

Prayer does not mean asking God for all kinds of things we want, it 
is rather the desire for God Himself, the only Giver of Life.  
Sadhu Sundar Singh 

Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God, at  
His disposition, and listening to His voice in the depth of our hearts. 
Mother Teresa  

Never believe that true prayer consists in mere babbling, reciting so 
many psalms and vigils, saying your beads while you allow your 
thoughts to roam.  
Johannes Tauler 

In many parts of the Bible and  

in many Churches today,  

people use incense as a metaphor  

for praying and for prayer.  
Just as smoke rises into the sky,  

so our prayers go up  

to God in heaven. 
  

When you pray, imagine God  

receiving your prayer 

and enjoying it.  

  

 Why in the past did people pray kneeling with their hands together? 
 Medieval societies were organised in terms of a person’s social position, with the 

king at the top and slaves at the bottom.  

 Maintaining this order was important. A simple display of position was known as 
‘homage’. For example, a peasant paid homage to his local baron; barons paid 
homage to an overlord; and lords paid homage to the king.  
 The homage rite was simple. The person of lower status knelt before the person 
of higher status. As he knelt, he placed his hands together in front of his face, and the 
overlord stood before him (or sat on a throne), placing his hands over the hands of 
his underling. Prayers and promises were said. 
 In the same way, when we come before God, we acknowledge that he is greater 
than us. We pay homage and renew our relationship. We do so kneeling before him, 
with our hands together and outstretched before us. 
  

King Edward III of England paying  

homage to the king of France as his  

feudal overlord.  

© The National library of Paris 

Many of us start a new year with resolutions. We decide to improve an 
existing ability, take up a exercise or a hobby, and maybe quit other things.  
 Throughout this new year of 2020 we’ll be looking at different aspects 
of spirituality. In this, the first magazine of this new year, the main theme 
will be prayer and praying.  
• Everyone needs to pray and everyone can be taught to pray. 
• Praying is an encounter with God. 
• Prayer should be a conversation with God. We therefore remember: 

 We speak to God. 
 God speaks to us. 
 Prayer can also involve periods of silence. 

• The Holy Spirit acts like a mobile phone.  
 He is the go-between between us and God.  

• Prayer should be pleasant and never a chore.  
• There are a very large number of ways of praying.  

http://blog.mlive.com/flintcommunity_impact/2008/04/large_praying_hands.jpg


  

  
  Our Father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your name; 

  your kingdom come;  
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

  For yours is the kingdom, 
  the power and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  
  Amen.  
  

These words (without bits  and ) come from a modern translation of  
Matthew 6:9–13. This is the version of the Lord’s Prayer we use in Church. 
Some people prefer versions that sound more old-fashioned. St Luke records a 
much shorter version in Luke 11. 

 Jesus starts by pointing his soul toward God the Father. An old saying says, we 
‘pray to the Father, in the power of the Spirit in the name of the Son.’  

 Jesus then continues the prayer with a series of short requests—so it is now 
an intercessory prayer. Right at the start, Jesus asks that God should only 
give us those things that he wants us to have: ‘your will be done.’ These 
words act as a kind of insurance against asking for the wrong things. 

 Jesus then asked for specific things. Notice how the prayer demonstrates a 
total lack of greed: Jesus mentions modest things like sufficient food for the 
day. He then prays for forgiveness (both by us and for us).  

 Finally, Jesus asks for spiritual protection from the devil. For Jesus, prayer is 
always a spiritual discipline that leads to God. Like Jesus, we must beware of 
distractions in prayer, because they take us away from God. 

 We call this last portion the doxology, from a Greek word meaning ‘glory.’ It 
does not appear in either of the versions of the Lord’s Prayer in the Bible, 
although Jewish prayers at the time usually ended with a doxology prayer.  

 Early manuscripts of Matthew cite at least ten different versions of the 

doxology. The words were standardised in the late third century.  

 Amen is an Aramaic word meaning a mixture of ‘I agree’ and ‘let it be so.’ 

We make a prayer our own when we conclude it with ‘Amen’. 

Love is the inclination, strength, and 

power for the soul in making its way to 

God, for love unites it with God. The more 

degrees of love it has, the more deeply it  

enters into God and centres itself in him. 

John of the Cross 



 

 

 

 

  T O G E T H E R A S 

N U H W G F A D S O 

O R L O V E T P S N 
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U L E H K I E L G B 

M V I I L B M M I N 

M E R P R A Y I N G 

O S F L E P S O G V 

C A N T I C L E X C 

 

Find the following words in the grid. All these things are  

involved in a service of worship. BIBLE, CANTICLE, COMING  

TOGETHER, COMMUNION, EAT, FRIEND, LOVE, OURSEVES, 

PRAYING, PSALM, SINGING, SONGS, TIME, WORSHIP 

Using the letters in the brown squares,  

complete the following definition:  

‘Worship means ‘giving _  _  _  _  _ ’  
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E 
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R 
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We use the word SEARCH as an acronym to gain a fuller meaning of the word ‘prayer’. 

S Supplication is a long word meaning ‘asking.’ 

E Entering Coming into the presence of God.  

A Adoration means telling God how wonderful he is.  

R Rejoicing means saying ‘thank you’ to God for the  
good things that happen to us.  

C Confession means admitting to God those things we have done wrong.  

H Hearing God, It means listening to Him and looking out for his responses. 

 

Next month, St Barnabas Church will host a  

School of Prayer.  
  

The day will involve a series of workshops to encourage and inform about 

different ways we can get closer to God through prayer.  

  

• Participants can chose 3 workshops from a range of options. The  

current list is, the Jesus prayer, Celtic spirituality, the Ignatian  

‘examen’, dwelling on the word, ‘creative’ prayer, using prayer beads, 

praying with the psalms  

• Children/young people’s activities on prayer will also be available. 

• A free simple soup and sandwich lunch and refreshments are included. 

The day ends with a short act of worship. 

  

More details will follow throughout January. For more information, please 

speak to Revd Jane.  

In each box below, write a short sentence to show these 

different ways of praying 



  

Sundar Singh was born on 3 September 1889 into a Sikh family in a 

small village in Punjab state, northern India.  

 His mother was pious and took him to sit at the feet of a local  

sadhu — an ascetic holy man — who lived in the jungle some miles 

away. He later went to Ewing Christian High School to learn English. 

 Sundar felt impelled to question Christianity but local priests could 

not answer his questions. He prayed that ‘whosoever is the “True God” 

should appear before him, or else he would kill himself’. That same 

night Jesus appeared to him in a vision. The room filled with a glow and 

a man appeared before him. Sundar saw how the man’s hands were 

pierced with nails.  

 Next morning, Sundar told his father that he would convert and  

become a missionary of Christ. Despite profound opposition, he was 

publicly baptised as a Christian on the day he turned sixteen in a church 

in the Himalayan foothills. 

 He resolved to follow his master and become an itinerant preacher 

who owned nothing. So, in October 1906, he set out on his journey as a 

new Christian, wearing the saffron turban and robes of a sadhu. Singh 

styled himself a sadhu (albeit a Christian version) because he knew 

Indians would not assimilate Christianity unless it was an Indian form of 
the faith.  

 Sundar Singh felt compelled to travel north to convert the Punjab. 

The Christian communities he met called him ‘the apostle with the 

bleeding feet’. He suffered persecution but also had many mystical 

experiences.  

 Sundar Singh saw how Western civilisation had grown to become 

the opposite of the values Jesus taught. He was disillusioned with its 

materialism, and lamented at the way Indian Christians adopted British 

customs that had nothing to do with either Christianity or Christ. 

 In December 1909, Sundar Singh began training for Christian  

ministry at the Anglican college in Lahore but was ostracised for being 

‘different’. He left in July 1910 after refusing to wear the robes of an 

 

Anglican priest. Thereafter, he rejected any mixing of Christianity and 

British culture.  

 Sundar Singh’s Gospel work widened during his twenties. Stories 

from those years are incredible being full of miracles which, apparently, 

helped in conversion. Many referred to him as ‘The Indian Christ’. He 

refused all disciples and always walked barefoot and alone. 

 Sundar Singh visited London and the US in the early 1920s and was 
appalled by their materialism, spiritual emptiness and irreligion. Once 

back in India, he continued his work of proclaiming the Gospel, though 

it was clear that he was becoming physically frail.  

 In 1929, against all his friends' advice, Singh made one last journey 

to Tibet. He was last seen on 18 April 1929 setting off toward a distant 

holy place. Where he went after that is unknown: whether he died of 

exhaustion or reached the mountains remains a 

mystery.  

 Many today revere Sundar Singh as some- 

one who changed the Indian church,  

pointing it toward Jesus. He also  

showed how Christianity is always  

viewed through a cultural lens,  

which can be a problem. He  

invites us today to seek the  

real Jesus and follow him  

without any cultural  

‘baggage’.  

For more information, please visit the following sites: 
  

 https://www.tentmaker.org/biographies/singh.htm  
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sadhu_Sundar_Singh  

https://livres-

mystiques.com/partieTEXTES/SundarSing/visions.html  

15 

 

https://www.tentmaker.org/biographies/singh.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sadhu_Sundar_Singh
https://livres-mystiques.com/partieTEXTES/SundarSing/visions.html
https://livres-mystiques.com/partieTEXTES/SundarSing/visions.html
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2020? What will this year mean for you? Will it be a special year? The 
year of a ‘big birthday’ or significant anniversary? Perhaps you expect 
the arrival of a child or grandchild, or you will be facing important 
exams? Maybe you will be getting married or moving to a new school 
or college or job?  
 You might not, however, be expecting anything special or out of the 
ordinary this year, but that’s the problem with the future … you never 
know for certain! 
 It may be the year 2020 but we cannot have 20/20 vision where the 
future is concerned. However much we try to ‘future proof’ ourselves 
(we might take out insurance; try to keep healthy and active; save a 
little for a rainy day; put the hours into study or work), we  
cannot guarantee what is in store for us over the next twelve months. 
 We do know, however, that our God is a faithful God. The poet  
William Cowper wrote that He ‘works in mysterious ways’ and many 
of us know this to be true. As people of faith, we know that whatever 
the future holds (whether we initially perceive situations as ‘good’ or 
‘bad’) God, through His Son Jesus Christ, is always near to us to share 
in our joys and sorrows. He can always be called upon in prayer when 
we have things to ponder or decisions to make.  
 Next month, our benefice is hosting a ‘School for Prayer’ in the 
Church (see page 15). Even Jesus’ disciples had a problem with prayer. 
They asked Jesus to teach them to pray (Luke 11:1) and the result was 
the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ which we still pray at every service. The ‘School’s’ 
practical workshops will provide us with an opportunity to explore 
different ways to pray…to answer for ourselves ‘How can I pray: how 
can I draw closer to God?’ 
 The Collect for New Year’s Day in The Book of Common Prayer helps 
gather together all our prayers for the coming year (in whatever way 
we choose to pray them): 

O Eternal Lord God, who hast brought thy servants to the  
beginning of another year: Pardon, we humbly beseech thee, our 
transgressions in the past, and graciously abide with us all the days 
of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Happy New Year to you all: 
Revd Jane 



 

 

 

  

  

ANTONY BOOTH 
PLASTERING CONTRACTORS LIMITED 

  

Domestic and Commercial 

Plastering and Re-rendering 
  

Clean quality : craftsmanship 
  

(07721) 527 850 (daytime) 

(0161) 678 1078 (evening) 
  

abp1968@hotmail.co.uk 

www.aboothplastering.com  

  

Nick acton 

Painter and decorator 
  

Specialising in 

• Interior and exterior painting and decorating 

• Coving, dado, and picture-rail fitting 

• Hanging all types of wall covering 

• Domestic, commercial, industrial  

 

Home: (0161) 287 3290 Mobile: (07811) 343 963 

50 Cobden Street, Waterhead, Oldham OL4 2HU 
  

Competitive rates • Free quotations • All work is guaranteed 

Fully qualified • 25-year’s experience • CSCS registered 

http://www.aboothplastering.com/


  

 
 T: 0161 620 9162 
497 Huddersfield Road 

Waterhead, Oldham 

OL4 2JG 

G BARLOW & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS  

Established 1868 
  

Union Street West, Oldham, OL8 1DQ  
  

Telephone (0161) 624 4301 
24 hours  

  

Personal attention 

Private Chapel of Rest  

Funerals completely Furnished  

Pre-payment plans available 

An independent family business  



  

according to which county you were in. Doctors knew a lot about plants 

because they used them as medicines, documenting their findings in 

confusingly non-standard descriptive terms. During the eighteenth 

century the Swedish botanist and physician Carolus Linnaeus (1707–

78) arrived at a uniquely useful method of naming plants and 

creatures.  

Harnessing considerable insight and vision, he perfected a two-part 

naming system by which anything in the natural world could be  

accurately referenced. The names were expressed in Latin, the 

language of science, so we have in this instance Digitalis — derived 

from ‘finger-hat’ — a German name for foxglove, and purpurea, from 

the purple flower. 

 The other morning, where someone had placed some bird seed on a 

wall it was great to see a flock of eight or nine pink and white long-

tailed tits scrabbling for it. It is more usual to see the birds hanging on 

a branch, perhaps upside down in silhouette and counterbalanced by 

their tails. Here they were energetically pressing into a tight scrum, 

feeding hard before the onset of cold weather. 

  

 

  Rain, rain and  

  more rain. Levels  

  of precipitation  

  preventing British  

  farmers from 

working their land and which some other nations would give a lot to have. An 

overnight frost has settled a light mist over the Medlock valley. Through the 

haze three young roe deer can be seen on the far side of the upper reservoir. 

One is lying down, one frisking about while the third is pounding a fore hoof 

into the turf to expose nutrient-rich roots. Soon they retreat into the trees, their 

semi-circular white rumps their last visible features. 

 The constant wetness has produced some outstandingly good ferns at this 

locality, handsome hart’s-tongue ferns and taller male ferns. I was thinking 

how superb one of these would look in a large glazed pot when a flash of bright 

white flickered onto the trunk of a silver birch. A treecreeper. A glimpse of the 

tiny and highly camouflaged brown birds with cryptic plumage and pure white 

undersides is always welcome. I watched it climb, hauling itself up the tree by 

means of spidery gripping feet set wide apart. It was fascinating to observe the 

rapid intensity with which the bird worked, tearing into moss with a beak like 

a curved darning needle while scuttling upwards in a series of jerks.   

 I have a great liking for  foxgloves. This biennial which forms a clump of 

grey-green leaves in the first year of growth, flowers, seeds and dies in the 

second. It  grows well in the lee of our dry-stone walls.  

 Its scientific name is Digitalis purpurea. Novice gardeners sometimes find 
such names difficult but they are in fact invaluable. In the very distant  

  past wild 

  plants were  

  known by a  

  variety of  

  local names. 

  Foxgloves  

  could be 

  called bee- 

  catchers,  

  deadmen’s  

  thimbles or 

  rabbit’s  

  flowers 

according to which county you were in.  

 

 

Foxgloves 
  

 



  

1  Clara Johnson died 1998 aged 88 years. Remembered with love. 

6  John Murray, loving husband, father and grandfather, died this day 

1998 aged 71. Loved and remembered always 

9  Millicent Borrell died this day in 1999. Time passes, memories stay. 

Loved and remembered every day. 

11  John Shaw Crossley died this day 1990. Looking back as we always 

do, we will treasure the memories we have of you. 

12  Harry Watton Beloved Husband and father. Died on this day 1983, 

aged 63 years. 

15  Elsie Kershaw, died this day 2004, loving mother, grandmother, sister 
and friend. ‘Pal of my cradle days.’ 

18  Alan Wolstencroft died 2000 aged 68. Much loved Husband, Dad and 

Grandad. 

  Amy Wainwright died this day 2006 aged 91 years. A devoted mum 

and grandma, remembered every day with love and affection. 

23  Annie Chadwick late of 560 Huddersfield Road. Born 29th October 
1896 . Died this day 1995. ‘In Heavenly Love Abiding.’ 

25  Tom Slater Henthorn died this day 1959. ‘A Devout and Well Loved 

Church Worker.’ 

26  Caroline Brooks Beloved Mother and Grandmother. Died 1979. 
‘Reunited and sings in Heaven.’ 

  Mrs Mary Robinson died this day 1989. ‘A much loved Mother, 

Grandmother and Great Grandmother. 

  Elsie Dearden nee Brooks, died this day 2002. Dearly loved daughter, 
wife and mother. Reunited with her loved ones. 

29 Wilfred George Graham died 1979 aged 69. Treasured memories of a 

loving Dad and Grandad. 

30  Jane Ann Stott. Died 1956. ‘A muck loved Mother and Grandmother.’ 

31 John Fletcher died 1948. Always remembered. 

 

Weds 1 New Year’s Day: no scheduled activities. 

Thursday 2 9:30 am: Morning Prayer (please enter via the vestry). 

Sunday 5 11:00 am: Service for Epiphany. 

Weds 8 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

7:00 pm: Family communion in the Church. 

Thursday 9 9:30 am: Morning Prayer (please enter via the vestry). 

Sunday 12 11:00 am: Service for the Baptism of Jesus. 

Weds 15 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

 7:00 pm: Family communion in the Church. 

Thursday 16 9:30 am: Morning Prayer (please enter via the vestry). 

Sunday 19 11:00 am: Service for the Second Sunday of Epiphany. 

Weds 22 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

7:00 pm: Family communion in the Church. 

Thursday 23 9:30 am: Morning Prayer (please enter via the vestry). 

Sunday 26 11:00 am: Service for the Third Sunday of Epiphany. 

Weds 29 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

7:00 pm: Family communion in the Church. 

Thursday 30 9:30 am: Morning Prayer (please enter via the vestry). 
  

February 2020 

Sunday 2 11:00 am: Service for Candlemas. 

Weds 5 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

7:00 pm: Family communion in the Church. 



 


