
   



  

  

Sunday  9:30 am  Parish Worship  
Monday 2:30 pm Prayers in the vestry 
Tuesday  10:00 am Holy Communion (said) 
 

 First Tuesday of each month: Service of Holy 
Communion at Moor Haven Nursing Home on Ripponden 
Road, starting at 2:00 pm.  

Baptisms and marriages by arrangement with the Vicar.  

Please submit items for the August magazine by 15 July.  
You can e-mail files to paulmonk111@gmail.com 

  
  

  

Vicar  

The Revd Dr Paul Monk  
St Barnabas’ Vicarage, Arundel Street, Clarksfield, Oldham OL4 1NL  
Tel: (0161) 624 7708 
  

Assistant Curates 

The Revd Denise Owen (and Vicar of St Thomas’ Church Moorside) 
Tel: (0161) 652 0292  and  E: therevd.dowen@yahoo.co.uk 
The Revd Jane Hyde 
Tel: (07734) 886 893  and  E: janehyde10@hotmail.com 
  

Lay Reader 
and Warden  Mr Peter Haslam (0161) 345 0215  
  

Administrator  Miss Sarah Gura (07843) 178 762 

Treasurer Ms Gisele Onwumere  

Parish Hall bookings The Vicar (0161) 624 7708 

Sacristan Mrs Marion Partington  

 

  

We’ve seen many elections this year. In our own Church we 
elected members to the Church Council in April and, in May,  all 
local people elected folk to the Town Council and to the 
European Parliament. We will shortly witness elections for the 
leadership of a political party. These experiences instil the 
concepts of democracy so deeply that it comes as something of 
a shock to realise we cannot elect our God.  
 The God to whom all worship is directed is an infinite being. 
He is massive in power, scope, knowledge and love. God is also 
invisible and indescribable, with the result that we can mis-
understand him: what he’s like and what he asks of us.  
 Many people struggle with an invisible God. When they can’t 
see him and sense that he won’t ‘answer their prayers’, they 
want to replace him like any other leader they don’t like. Maybe 
they change religion. Some change direction and instead 
worship social progress or even pleasure.  
 The Christian response is different because our God asks us 
to change. And in proportion that we change to accommodate 
God, so we understand Him and our lives take on a new meaning 
and purpose. We become the beings we were meant to be. 
  

Wishing you great joy as you seek God and find him: 

  

PAUL 



  

 

 
 

Gift Day  
A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who contributed to ward the Gift Day. 
The amount donated currently stands at £1254 

 

Christian Aid week 
Thank you to everyone who donated to Christian Aid. The final 
collection was £91. 
 

Water Aid collection 
Thank you to everyone who donated to Water Aid during Lent. The 
final collection was £124.38 
 

Revd Jane Hyde 
A massive ‘Thank you’ to everyone who supported me through the 
past year and during the time of preparation before my  
ordination to the priesthood. And additional thanks to those who 
helped after I broke my foot. 

 

Easter dawn (Mary Magdalene) 

  

   

Malcolm Guite 
© Revd Dr Malcolm Guite, reproduced by permission from  

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com  
  

  

The Church celebrates the feast of Mary Magdalene on 22 July. 
  

As the genuine religious impulse  
becomes dominant, adoration more 
and more takes charge. ‘I come to seek 
God because I need Him’, may be an  
adequate formula for prayer, but ‘I 
come to adore His splendour, and fling 
myself and all that I have at His feet’, is 
the only possible formula for worship. 
Evelyn Underhill 

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/


  
 
 
  

  

Sunday 7 July  3:30 pm: The Marshall family in concert at St Mark’s 

Church, Glodwick (please see p.19). 

Sunday 7 October  9:30 am: Annual Harvest Festival, followed by a faith 

lunch.  

Sunday 3 November 4:00 pm: Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 

(commonly called All Souls’ Day) at Waterhead 

Church.  

Sunday 10 November 9:30 am: Remembrance Service. 

Sunday 15 December 6:00 pm: Annual Carol Service. 

Tuesday 24 December 4:00 pm: Christingle service at Waterhead Church. 

Tuesday 24 December 11:30 pm: Midnight Mass at Waterhead Church. 

Wednesday 25 December 9:30 pm: Eucharist for Christmas Day at St Barnabas’ 

Church. 

  

Sunday 7 July Sunday 14 July 

Third Sunday of Trinity Fourth Sunday of Trinity 
First: Isaiah 66:10–14  First: Deuteronomy 30:9–14  
Epistle: Galatians 6:7–16  Epistle: Colossians 1:1–14  
Gospel: Luke 10:1–11,16–20  Gospel: Luke 10:25–37  

  
Sunday 21 July Sunday 28 July 

Fifth Sunday of Trinity Sixth Sunday of Trinity 
First: Genesis 18:1–10a  First: Genesis 18:20–32  
Epistle: Colossians 1:15–28  Epistle: Colossians 2:6–15  
Gospel: Luke 10:38–42  Gospel: Luke 11:1–13  
 

These readings come from the Revised Common Lectionary. 
 

‘Yikes … I don’t suppose you looked at the  
“sacrificed on” date, did you?’ 



  

  

Just before distributing the bread and wine of Holy Communion, the priest takes a  
wafer of bread, breaks it symbolically, and says,  

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Everyone responds by saying,   

 Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in the one bread. 

We often describe the church as ‘the body of Christ’. By it we mean: 
• All believers: past, present, and future. 
• God the Holy Spirit lives in the soul of each member, so all members of the 

Church are interlinked.  
• The way this ‘linking’ works is spiritual.  

 

Catholic — following from the 
first point, a common mission 

and doctrine define the true 
church, and act as unifying 

themes. When true to itself, 
the Church seeks to learn best 
practice from whichever parts 
or denominations are seeking 

to live a Godly life.  
 

Holy – the church is at its 
most authentic when it  
genuinely seeks to live as God 
demands. This holiness 
means ‘apartness,’ so the 
Church should never succumb 
to the temptation to be like 
the culture in which it finds 
itself. It must be different.  
 

One — in God’s eyes, denominations 
are irrelevant: there is only one church, 
of which all congregations are a valid 
part, provided they seek to adopt the 
other marks of the church, as below. By 
definition, a denomination is far from 
being true to God if it says it alone is the 
Church.  
 

Apostolic – the 
church, when true, 

follows the teachings 
of the first apostles. 

The true church 
seeks to obey God as  
revealed in the Bible. 

 

At the end of the Creed, 
we say these words: 

 I believe in one,  
holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. 

We call this fourfold 
list the ‘marks ‘of the 
church.  
 

 



  

15 11 15 11 15 

Evelyn Underhill was born on 6 December 1875. She was an only child in a 
wealthy English upper middle-class family. That childhood was often intensely 
lonely, which may explain why she thought about eternal truths from an early 
age. She later described her early insights as ‘abrupt experiences of the peaceful, 
undifferentiated plane of reality.’ She made it her lifelong quest to discern the 
meaning of these experiences. They provoked her to research and write.  
 Evelyn’s spiritual journey was long and well chronicled. She was initially an 
agnostic but gradually began to become interested in neoplatonism. Her first 
actual commitment to a religious group was a pagan sect known as the ‘Golden 
Dawn’. She later found herself drawn to the Roman Catholic Church because 
(unlike the Anglicanism of her day) it taught its members to seek religious  
experiences. As she said at the time, ‘Rationalism is not the only path to reality. 
In fact, it may even be an impediment.’ Indeed, much of her early work 
demonstrates a simplistic dualism, pitting the world against experience.  
 Evelyn eventually embraced a more nuanced and refined understanding of 
the dynamic tension that exists between experiences of God and the Christian 
Church. Evelyn eventually became a prominent Anglican within the Anglo-
Catholic wing of the Church.  

 Evelyn Underhill became prominent in the Anglican Church as a lay leader of 
spiritual retreats, a spiritual director for hundreds of individuals, guest speaker, 
radio lecturer, and proponent of contemplative prayer.  
 She was known principally as a writer. Her first published book was the 
classic Mysticism (1911) which she concluded with a second major work Worship 
(1936). The two books are similar: both are comprehensive in scope and  
pioneering in style; both are still standard works in the fields of mysticism and 
liturgy. But they are very different in their theological approach. Mysticism is 
rooted in a hybrid of psychology, Neoplatonism, and mysticism, while Worship 
is grounded in the theology of sacrifice and a Trinitarian reading of the Spirit. 
Indeed, her writings were becoming ever more focused on the Holy Spirit.  
 Evelyn wrote about 30 other books between these two classics. She also 
achieved many ‘firsts’: she was the first woman to lecture in theology at an  
Oxford college, the first woman to lecture Anglican clergy, and the first women 
to be included in a Church of England commission.   
 She became one of the most widely read Christian writers in the first half of 
the twentieth century. These accomplishments, along with her work as a 
theological editor and her role as spiritual director and retreat leader, made her 
the pre-eminent Christian author of her day.  
 She became increasingly distressed at the prospects of war, and joined the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship in 1939. She wrote many anti-war tracts for them. 
In her last years, she also suffered greatly from asthma.  
 She died on 15 June 1941. In her obituary, The Times said ‘On the subject of 
theology, she was unmatched by any of the professional teachers of her day.’ 
Indeed, more than any other person, Evelyn Underhill was responsible for  
introducing to the Protestant English-speaking world the forgotten  
 

authors of  
medieval and 
Catholic 
spirituality, and 
the lives of the 
eastern saints.  For the full text of her key book Mysticism, please go to: 

 https://www.ccel.org/ccel/underhill/mysticism  

 https://www.sacred-texts.com/myst/myst/index.htm  

For more information on Evelyn herself, please visit the following websites: 

https://fullerstudio.fuller.edu/life-as-prayer-the-development-of-

evelyn-underhills-spirituality  

http://evelynunderhill.org/underhills-mysticism-a-centenary-

review-by-joy-milos  

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/questionofgod/voices/underhill.html  

 

https://www.ccel.org/ccel/underhill/mysticism
https://www.sacred-texts.com/myst/myst/index.htm
https://fullerstudio.fuller.edu/life-as-prayer-the-development-of-evelyn-underhills-spirituality
https://fullerstudio.fuller.edu/life-as-prayer-the-development-of-evelyn-underhills-spirituality
http://evelynunderhill.org/underhills-mysticism-a-centenary-review-by-joy-milos
http://evelynunderhill.org/underhills-mysticism-a-centenary-review-by-joy-milos
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/questionofgod/voices/underhill.html


  
 

All Saints’ Day     
 

    

Ascension Day     
 

    

Christmas Day     
 

    

Easter Day     
 

    

Good Friday     
 

    

Maundy Thursday     
 

    

Palm Sunday     
 

    

Pentecost     
 

    

The Transfiguration     

      

Trinity Sunday     

Arrange the  
following 
Church holy 
days in order 
of decreasing  
importance, 
from 1 to 10. 
  

  
  
Answers appear 
here 

  

WHITE or GOLD indicates joy and purity, and is worn for:– 

• Christian festivals centred on Jesus such as Christmas, Easter,  
Ascension day,and Transfiguration. 

• The festivals of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

• All Saints’ Day (1 November) and Saints who were not martyred. 

  

RED represents the colour of blood and flame. Red is the liturgical colour for:– 

• Martyrs — men and women who were killed for being a Christian. 
• Festivals of the Holy Spirit, so Pentecost and confirmation. 
• Festivals of the Cross such as Good Friday and Holy Cross Day. 
• The feast of Christ the King (the last Sunday before Advent). 

 

VIOLET is worn during Advent, (some churches use violet during Lent). 

• Until recently, only royalty wore purple, so the use of this colour points  
toward the royalty of Jesus. We emphasis the second coming of Jesus (as 
King) at Advent. 

• Violet / purple is sometimes worn at funerals because its use represents the 
colour of penitence and mourning. 

 
GREEN for the rest of the year.  
Green represents creation, reminding us that God made us … and made us good. 
 
Sack cloth Our churches use sack cloth during Lent, which is called ‘Lent array.’ 
It a pale brown in colour, wide-weave in texture, so it can be itchy to wear 
 
 

 
  
 

The church has its 
own calendar, like 

businesses, schools, 
and governments. 

We call it the  
Liturgical Year  

or Church Year.  



  

 

  

  

Baptisms  
Sunday 9 June Arianna Rose Jackson 
 Brandon Jean Samuel Rothwell 

Confirmation at Waterhead Church 
Friday 21 June Isabella Burbridge, Kirstie Chapman, Carl  
 Mayfield, and Jeremiah Shahbaz 

Ordination to the priesthood 
Saturday 22 June Jane Hyde at Manchester Cathedral  

At a recent Bible study, we looked at 1 Corinthians 13. It’s one of the 
best-loved passages in the Bible. 
  

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. 
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily  
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 
Love never fails.  

  

It’s beautiful. But as someone attending the Bible study said with some 
meaning, ‘But it’s impossible. Nobody can love like that.’ 
 In our everyday lives, we encounter constant obstacles to love. 
Relationships break down, sometimes irretrievably. We behave 
thoughtlessly and others respond in kind (or the other way round). 
We try to help and are misunderstood. We feel afraid and insecure, 
so we act selfishly in order to protect ourselves. Perhaps St Paul 
should have added to the list of love’s qualities: ‘Love is difficult’! 
 How do we love ourselves and others as God loves us? 
 Firstly, perhaps, by acknowledging that love is hard. Jesus was  
perfectly loving, but he was constantly criticised and misunderstood 
and eventually crucified by those who didn’t understand. So we 
need to be clear that it’s not easy.  
 The good news: that means we don’t have to beat ourselves up 
when we fail. Love as described in 1 Corinthians 13 is our goal, not 
our starting point. Each time we miss the mark, we repent, do what 
we can to put things right, and try again.  
 Sometimes we won’t be able to put things right in earthly terms: 
some relationships stay broken, some actions have consequences 
even though we are sorry. That’s not the point. We keep on going in 
the sure knowledge that God forgives and loves us and that our 
continuing efforts, however poor, please Him. We have His support 
and His Holy Spirit. 
 It’s a gradual process. Remember that hymn, ‘O the bitter shame 
and sorrow’? We start off wanting ‘All of me and none of Thee’. As 
we progress in our Christian journey, it becomes, ‘Some of Thee, but 
more of me’. When we find (as we will), that this doesn’t work either, 
it becomes ‘More of Thee and some of me’. In the end, perhaps not 
 

in this life, perhaps only after we meet God himself after death, it 
becomes ‘All of Thee and none of me’. 
 Final point: we’re in this together. As a Church, we need to be  
encouraging one another, forgiving one another and helping one 
another along the way. As we take Communion together each 
Sunday and Tuesday, let’s remember our solidarity in Christ and 
move ahead in love. Jo Monk 
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It doesn’t seem credible … another six months have passed since January’s round-
up report on my experiences in the first year of serving my title at St Barnabas and 
Holy Trinity! 
 I seem to have become reasonably settled as your curate (although I still make 
mistakes from time to time … ask Paul!) and have a bit more of a settled routine. 
 Every week I usually help out with the delivery of the ‘Fairshare’ order at St 
Barnabas – unpacking and storing the variety of ex-supermarket goods we have 
ordered in every Monday. Some weeks it gets quite ‘exotic’ as we receive unusual 
or expensive provisions such as partridge, samphire, designer chocolate, fancy 
cheeses or artisan sausages as well as more ‘basic’ staples. Being a member of the 
‘co-op’ has certainly broadened my horizons in terms of a more varied and 
sometimes adventurous diet, and even the Monk family Guinea pigs have 
benefitted from some of the supply of leafier vegetables. Our eventual aim is to 
open the co-op to a wider community with the acquisition of improved storage 
facilities and more efficient monitoring … watch this space … 
 Generally I am able to visit several people each week, for example taking home 
communion and having a chat. Our wonderful monthly magazine helps them to 
keep up with the ‘goings on’ at our churches, as well those of you who like to keep 
in contact by visiting or phoning from time to time. All are glad to know that, even 
when they can’t make it to our services, we still keep them in our thoughts and 
prayers and they remain valuable members of our parish family, supporting the 
work we do and remembering us, in turn, in their prayers. 
 One of the highlights of the week is our regular ‘Scripture breakfast’ (Wednesdays 
at 9:00 am at St Barnabas) which is a very informal session looking at a Bible  
passage and chewing it over (before chewing over a simple breakfast). Anyone can 
take a turn to lead these sessions, and there are no ‘stupid questions’, as we are all 
of us there to learn. Often we discover completely surprising and new things about 
passages we think we know so well, and there is no compunction to offer an 
opinion … it’s fine to just attend and listen. Members of both churches attend and 
if you’re free I’d thoroughly recommend you come along. we’d love to swell our 
number; the more the merrier! 
 As you read this I will have been ordained priest at the Cathedral on the 22nd 
of last month and hopefully many of you will have attended my first Eucharist 
(more of that in next month’s Curate’s Corner no doubt).  
 In the next twelve months, I hope to gain more experience of ministry in 
Oldham. The Diocesan teaching programme will focus, among other things, on 
topics to do with ecumenism, inter-faith work, mission and children’s ministry.  
 So there’s still much more for me to learn and explore, and I can’t think of a 
better place to do that than with you all at St Barnabas and Holy Trinity. Thank 
you all very much for your prayers, support and fellowship this year. 
  

Revd Jane  

These Bible verses were written about a thousand years before  
Jesus was born, but they well describe the idea of atonement. 
 

Find the words in bold blue type in the grid above.  
 

Psalm 103:10–14 
He has not punished us as we deserve for all our sins, for his mercy 
toward those who love and honour him is as great as the height of the 
heavens above the earth. He has removed our sins as far away from  
us as the east is from the west. He is like a father to us, tender and  
sympathetic to those who revere him. For he knows we are but dust. 



 

 
 
    

With sincere apologies to Genesis 22:1–18 

(continued from here) 

  

By any criterion, Easter Sunday is the most important Christian  
festival. Indeed, any form of Christianity without Easter at its centre is 
meaningless. To most Christians, Good Friday is the second most  
important day, and Maundy Thursday is the third. Most lists say 
Christmas Day is fourth, though others lists prefer Pentecost.  
 But these lists depend on denomination. For example, many in the 
Eastern Orthodox Churches think the Transfiguration (on 6 August) is 
second only to Easter.  
 Some denominations place Maundy Thursday as second, because it 
relates to the last Supper and Holy Communion.  
 Palm Sunday and All Saints’ Day are very low on every list. And All 
Saints’ Day is the only member of this list that celebrates human  
beings rather than God in any of his Trinitarian forms.  
 Finally, all the days on this list are so-called ‘days of obligation,’ when 
all Christian believers are required to attend divine worship. 



  
 
 
  

  
  
  
  

 

 

 

We formed in 2001 to take in and re-home unwanted and abandoned 

animals. Can you help us? We are always in need of donations and 

volunteers, as well as homes for our lovely animals.  

Could you provide that home? Please contact us today! 
  

Pennine Pen Animal Rescue, Honeywell Lane, Oldham, OL8 2JP 

Telephone: (0161) 621 0819  

Email: penninepen@hotmail.co.uk 

www.penninepen.org.uk  

G BARLOW & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS  

Established 1868 
  

Union Street West, Oldham, OL8 1DQ  
  

Telephone (0161) 624 4301 
24 hours  

  

Personal attention 

Private Chapel of Rest  

Funerals completely Furnished  

Pre-payment plans available 

An independent family business  

mailto:penninepen@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.penninepen.org.uk/


  

Our confirmation candidates: Friday 21 June at Waterhead Church. 

 

July 2019  

Monday 1 2:30 pm: Prayers in the vestry. 

Tuesday 2 10:00 am: Holy Communion in the Church. 
2:00 pm: Holy Communion at Moor Haven Nursing Home. 

Weds 3 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

Sunday 7 9:30 am: Service for the Third Sunday of Trinity. 

 3:30 pm; The Marshall family in concert at St Mark’s Church, 
Glodwick. 

Monday 8 2:30 pm: Prayers in the vestry. 

Tuesday 9 10:00 am: Holy Communion in the Church. 

Weds 10 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

Sunday 14 9:30 am: Service for the Fourth Sunday of Trinity. 

Monday 15 2:30 pm: Prayers in the vestry. 

Tuesday 16 10:00 am: Holy Communion in the Church. 

Weds 17 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

Sunday 21 9:30 am: Service for the Fifth Sunday of Trinity. 

Monday 22 2:30 pm: Prayers in the vestry. 

Tuesday 23 10:00 am: Holy Communion in the Church. 

Weds 24 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

Sunday 28 9:30 am: Service for the Sixth Sunday of Trinity. 

Monday 29 2:30 pm: Prayers in the vestry. 

Tuesday 30 10:00 am: Holy Communion in the Church. 

Weds 31 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 
 

  

August 2019 

Sunday 4 9:30 am: Service for the Seventh Sunday of Trinity.  
  
 Our Curate Jane Hyde was ordained to the priesthood on Saturday 22 June,  

at Manchester Cathedral. 



 


